ay, October 24 ^ 



•lUIx 


: toe 

. :v 


p arr > yo Ur 

6d 0l *'s as h 

C!\ri\v 

Fur" - • l ib 

■r - 1 uhi njr iL *U 

ma i ui.* ! ^ • ( . - UI , e urn ,. 

Clifr. f ': LC ' •'■OH . ' 

- I- k 

a ... .V ,JJr n**;‘ 
I. - r : n Wa « if 

■ . Gc#.- 

=-:c(cil, Jf " 


German envoy meets Hizbollah chief 

BenTd^^chm^rih. G f rma " lmsll, 6 e "« coordinator 
. d SLhnudbauer. who negotiated an exchance of 

prisoners and bodies between Israel and Hizbol I upheld 

M?^ HK day WlLh «» Hizbollah offices 

Mr. Schnudbauer met Sheikh Hassan Nasrallah. the sec- 
retary general of the Hiezboilah. in the presence tfSe 
director-general of Lebanese general security. Ravmond 

KnretoW 3,1656 minisler miche_1 said 
Shrill 2 ***** £ 0nference dial he also held talks 
wtifa St-hmidbauer. who was in Lebanon on a 48-hour 
visit. He added that the german envoy handed over let- 
ters written by Sheikh Abdel Karim Obeid and 

iPS®. 1 * L f banese ^[im fundamentalist 
leaders held by Israel, to their families. Mr. Obeid was 

in Soulh Le^on in 
1989, while Church Dirani was picked up in the Bekaa 
Valley in eastern Lebanon in 1994 . 
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France opposes non-French-speaking U.M. chief 

• BEIRUT 4 AFP i — French PrCMifcnt J.tcx|ue\ Chirac ^.i:u 
Friday his counin. vv ill xetuonx nmi Picikh-NjVjkin- c.mJi 
date u> head tlie United Nation*. ,-r.J pledged *>upport lor a 
second term lor Secretary Genc-iyl Uoliiio^ Gliali. Mr. 
Chime, in a meeting with unjversir. students in Beirut, high- 
lighted the ‘'remarkable juh" dune by Mr. Gliah. v.lm will 
complete his tenn at the end of the \ car The French pre-idem 
hoped the United Stales would M.mJ di*w n from its threat to 
veto a second tenn for Mr. Chilli Kvaitw that would con- 
stitute ”u new element of crisis” fur Uie United Nations 
“France v. ill not veio am candidate presented h\ the U.S.. 
but it will vetu any candidate who not be perfectly and com- 
pletely French-speaking.'' Mr. Onrae said, asserting tliat his 
position was not directed against Washington. Ihe fixe per- 
manent members of the U.N. Security Council hold a veto 
right over the election of seaman eener.il. 


Volume 21 Number 6361 


AMMAN SATURDAY, OCTOBER 26, 1996, JUMADA II, 13, 1417 


Price: Jordan 150 Fils 


! I 


*vur< 


•It 


V i ,.j 


.1 _■ 


V.:\* 


•1»«C 0„ 

• .«a .hree*4 

■• cr > V 
- In-ij. 

v k 

•- nwd-mjv 
for 

' f ' ■ rTtu-r 

:: r .. ' en,in ’^ 
“V r : lr ".d F 
" : 'nc Jsjhf 
*• ‘rricihino 

-?Z’ 

. ; n * 

••• • ■ . w t lo 


Dziurce can be 

eciso.cd — fyg 

tied 


Man killed in 
tanker collision 

AMMAN (J.T.i — A man 
was killed Friday in a 
blaze that engulfed five 
tankers in a collision on 
Azraq road, the Civil 
Defence Department said. 
The man was identified as 
All Abdullah Suleiman 
Makhadmeh.CDD said the 
man was rushed to Prince 
Faisal Hospital in Yajouz. 
No further details were 
immediately available 

Development panel 
holds meeting 

AMMAN t Petra.) — Prime 
Minister Abdul Karim 
Kabariti Friday chaired a 
meeting for the ministerial 
development committee 
during which the commit- 
tee discussed and approved 
sex'eral economic and 
development issues. 

Peay arrives 


r AMMAN (.Petra) — The 
~ head of the U.S. Central 
..U..; Command, Lieutenant 
1 General - Binford Peay, 
r n: r - arrived here Friday for a 
;r,CA 7 several day official visit. 

' He was received at the 
- Amman Airport by the 
'« Chairman of the Joint 
; " i * Chiefs of Staff. Field Mar- 
sha! Abdul Hafez Mirai. 
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Senior Omani police 
official begins visit 

AMMAN (Petra) — The 
assistant director-general’ 
of the Omani customs and 
police directorate. General 
Mohammad Ben Abdullah, 
arrived in Amman on Fri- 
day on a one-week visit to 
Jordan during which he 
will meet with Public 
Security General Nasouh 
Muhieddin to discuss 
cooperation between the 
police forces of the two 
countries. 

Iran invites ministers 
/from 20 countries 
lor conference 

Iran 
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TEHRAN (AFP) — 
has invited foreign minis- 
ters from more than 10 
countries to a regional 
summit to discuss the situ- 
ation in Afghanistan fol- 
lowing the Taleban mili- 
tia's seizure of power, offi- 
cials said Friday. ‘This 
conference will centre on 
ways to find a solution to 
the crisis in Afghanistan,” 
Foreign Ministry 

spokesman Mahmoud 
Mohammdi said, adding 
that the summit was due to 
be held on Ocl 29 and 30. 

France writes off 
half Syrian debt 

PARIS (AFP) — France 
has written off nearly half 
of Syria's 1.8 billion Franc 
(4360 million) debt with 

Paris during a visit to 

. . Damascus by President 

- pTij'-jJacques Chirac, the Ara- 
i.:!-! 1 ' 'bic-language daily AI- 

: Hayat reported Friday. 

• “ • .. “Syria’s debt to France has 

. -. been cut by nearly one bil- 

lion francs, representing 
the arrears due from Syria 
which interrupted its 
■ repayments in 19S7," it 

said, quoting informed 
■. sources. The decision was 

"an important political ges- 
mre by m. Chirac towards 
' Syria,” said the London- 

based newspaper. 

Falashas demand 
relatives be allowed 

• % r . to come to Israel 

• TEL AVIV (AP)— More 

• : ' ' than 1,000 Ethiopian Jews 

(Falashas) demonstrated 

• outside Prime Minister 

Be ny am in Netanyahu s 

■ ,/■ r. office Friday, demanding 

■ % 'that the government move 

. - _ faster to" bring their rela- 

lives from Ethiopia to 
'. . . Israel. **We miss our 

• mothers, fathers, sisters, 

brothers,” chanted the pro- 
testers. 


King: Peace process does 
not have luxury of time 

Success of peace process needs help, 
cooperation of all interested parties 


AMMAN (J.T.) — His 
Majesty King Hussein on 
Friday called for intense 
efforts to reach a compre- 
hensive, just and durable 
peace in the Middle East 
region and warned against 
the rising tide of extremism 
in the region. 

In an interview with 
Channel Three of French 
television, the King said: 
"As we told French Presi- 
dent Jacques Chirac, the 
dangers of war still exist 
until peace prevails and I 
think that we stand at the 
edge of the precipice at this 
stage.” 

“Everything has to be 
done to ensure what has 
been achieved so far is not 
destroyed in the times 
ahead, and that we should 
continue to build the com- 
prehensive peace that we 
seek.” said the King. 

Asked whether he 
thought the hardline poli- 
cies of Israeli Prime Minis- 
ter Benyarain Netanyahu 
were behind the escalation 
of tension in the region, the 


King said: 

"I don't wish to specify 
where the fault lies. I think 
it is a series of very tragic 
ex'ems and an agenda as a 
resulr that have been 
imposed upon the region by 
extremists, such as the 
Hebron massacre (of last 
year). It was followed by 
many acts of terrorism 
inside the area of Palestine 
and Israel, and the loss of 
Prime Minister Yitzhak 
Rabin, the architect and the 
soldier of peace on the 
Israeli side. So instead of 
the atmosphere that had 
started with promises and 
the conviction of all that the 
overwhelming majority 
will then achieve their 
objectives of peace, suspi- 
cions began to grow, and 
the whole atmosphere has 
changed...” 

I hope that what Prime 
Minister Netanyahu has 
promised will be delivered. 
He spoke of a desire and a 
commitment to surprise 
me. I think he has spoken 
to the president on the 


same. I hope he will con- 
tribute to peace in the times 
ahead. 

Asked why he thought the 
United States does not want 
to see the French and Euro- 
peans co-sponsoring the 
peace process, the King 
said: 

“I don’t think that from 
what i have heard and seen 
that this is necessarily accu- 
rate. I believe that the same 
implies to (France and 
Europe) in the sense chat 
neither France, with its 
very important position in 
Europe, nor Europe warns 
to be in competition with 
the United States. But what 
we must all hope for is col- 
laboration and cooperation 
to help the peace process 
and to help all those con- 
cerned in the region to 
move ahead, and I think 
this is not resented by any. 

“I think what has been 
missing so far is to lend 
good offices. Much has 
been provided by our 

(Continued on page 7) 


Islam’s success lies in its 
ability to accommodate 
diversity — Crown Prince 


AMMAN (J.T.) — In an 
interview with the Church 
Times, the official publica- 
tion of the Church of Eng- 
land, His Royal Highness 
Crown Prince Hassan 
traced his own interest in 
the evolution of inter-faith 
dialogue and his commit- 
ment to the necessity of 
finding a law of peace, 
since the early seventies. 

Prince Hassan admined 
that “during the seventies 
and eighties, the question 
of inter-faith dialogue had 
been an ivory tower affair,” 
but expressed hope that 
“the nineties will be the 
decade in which the 
international humanitarian 
order, not to be confused 
with humanism as a princi- 
ple, will be the lobby of the 
powerless.” 

As a member of the 
International Parliamentary 


Association Against anti- 
Semitism, the Crown 
Prince emphasised the need 
to incorporate the fear of 
Islam into the workings of 
its committees, because 
after all. “there seems to be 
a readiness ip Western 
minds to link violence ro 
Islam and not take into con- 
sideration the voice of one 
billion Muslims who are 
the silent majority that can- 
not make their message 
heard. Still, seventy per 
cent of the whole world 
refugees are Muslims." 

Also, as part of Jordan's 
outreach to the world, the 
Crown Prince delivered 
two lectures on the theme 
of Pluralism in Islam at the 
London Inter-Faith Foun- 
dation and London Leo 
Baeck-College. 

In his first address, the 
Crown Prince defined the 


nature of pluralism and 
acceptance of diversity, and 
their linkage as important 
prerequisites for democra- 
cy. 

In the context of Islam, he 
said “Islam is a harder term 
to define. I take it to denote 
a religion — a system of 
belief, worship, doctrine, 
ideals and ideas — that 
belongs to the family of 
monotheistic, scriptural 
religions which includes 
Judaism and Christianity. 

‘it has a wider meaning, 
however, embracing the 
culture and civilisation 
whose system of values has 
governed the lives of many 
different societies which 
have not been exclusively 
Muslim. 

“In Islamic civilisation, 
religion has served as a 

(Continued on page 7) 


Final Hebron deal remains 
elusive; talks will continue 


OCCUPIED JERUSALEM 
(Agencies) — All-night 
talks between Israel and the 
Palestinians broke up Fri- 
day morning with no agree- 
ment on an Israeli troop 
withdrawal in Hebron, but 
participants said the negoti- 
ations would continue. 

“We have some difficul- 
ties and some major issues 
which were not solved, and 
there is no other way except 
to continue the talks." said 
Palestinian negotiator Yass- 
er Abed Rabbo. 

American mediator Den- 
nis Ross said: "We’re still 
working hard.” 

The Israeli assessment 
was somewhat more 
upbeat. 

Israeli Foreign Minister 
David Levy, who has been 
optimistic since negotia- 
tions started, said that it 
became apparent in the lat- 
est round that Palestinian 
negotiators now had a man- 
date from Yasser Arafat to 


Arafat sends 
message to 
King Hussein 

PRIME MINISTER 
Abdul Karim Kabariti on 
Thursday received Nabil 
Shaath, a special envoy of 
President Yasser Arafat, 
who conveyed a message 
to His Majesty King Hus- 
sein dealing with recent 
developments in the 
Palestinian-Israeli talks. 
President Arafat voiced 
his gratitude and appreci- 
ation for the King's 
efforts to support Pales- 
tinians. 


conclude an agreement 
quickly. 

“Now that there is will- 
ingness on both sides we 
are very close to a signed 
agreement,” Mr. Levy told 
army radio. 


The disagreements are 
over a list of Israeli 
demands aimed at improv- 
ing security for the 450 
Jewish settlers who live in 
Hebron among 94,000 
Palestinians. 

Palestinian negotiators 
have said they were willing 
to consider minor changes, 
but that the two sides must 
stick to the terms of the 
Hebron redeployment 
agreed to by Israel’s previ- 
ous government last year. 

Israel now wants to 
increase the number of joint 
security patrols, prevent the 
reopening of a wholesale 
vegetable market near Jew- 
ish settler enclaves and 
retain the right to pursue 
suspects into neighbour- 
hoods under Palestinian 
control. 

Israel also demands that a 
cement wall be built to sep- 
arate settler areas from 

(Continued on page 7) 


Chirac visit to Jordan hailed as highly 
successful on peace front, bilateral ties 


By Sa’eda Kilani 

Special ro the Jordan Times 

AMMAN — French Presi- 
dent Jacques Chirac con- 
cluded a two-day visit 
Thursday that was hailed 
by both French and Jordan- 
ian leaders as extremely 
successful. 

The King, in a joint press 
conference with President 
Chirac held at the Royal 
Court, said: "I believe I 
echo the feelings of all Jor- 
danians when I say that we 
are extremely happy to 
have (President Chirac) 
come and visit us. short as a 
visit may be, (it was) 
important that he cbose to 
come to this region at a crit- 
ical time.” 

France and Jordan are 
proud of their bilateral 
relations “that develop and 
grow every passing day.” 
King Hussein said at the 
press conference. “I believe 
we are before limitless 
horizons for greater cooper- 
ation in the times ahead." 

President Chirac, on his 
way back home today after 
a whirlwind tour in the 
region, hailed Jordan's 
democracy and the King's 
efforts towards achieving 
peace and security. 

Addressing the Jordanian 
Parliament, the French 
president said: "It is of 
great pleasure to me to be 
amongst you. I would like 
to address to you the mes- 
sage of peace and friend- 
ship. Your Majesty, you 
have put the country on the 
path of democracy and 
today the Jordanian Parlia- 
ment is a reflection of the 
diversity of the components 
of the •society." 

During the presidential 
visit, the first since Presi- 
dent Chirac took office in 
May last year, several 
agreements between the 
two countries in the cultur- 
al, military and economy 
domains were struck. A 



French President Jacques Chirac and His Majesty King Hussein at a guard of honour mount- 
ed upon the departure of the French president from Jordan on Thursday (photo by Yousef 
Allan) 


financial protocol worth of 
80 million francs (SI 6 mil- 
lion) was signed and a deci- 
sion by King Hussein to 
deal with the French lan- 
guage on equal footing as 
English in all Jordanian 
schools and universities 
was announced upon the 
president’s arrival. 

Jordan, in the eyes of 
President Chirac, is a key 
country in the region. “It is 
a country of peace and sta- 
bility. It is a country of 
prosperous democracy and 
whose economy is growing 
upwardly," he said. “And 
relations between the two 
countries cannot but devel- 
op more.” 

An associate accord 
between Jordan and the 
European Union will be 
signed in the coming few 
weeks. The accord allows 
Jordan's economy to grow 
faster, Mr. Chirac said. It 
eliminates barriers in 
exchanging goods with the 


union. 

“I'm delighted to see iliac 
this accord will become 
effective soon. It will be a 
landmark and an advantage 
to the Jordanian economy,” 
Mr. Chirac said. “Our coop- 
eration. chat is not only lim- 
ited to economy, is the 
result of the oneness of our 
vision.” 

“We have worked closely 
together in peacekeeping in 
the world together," said 
the King in reference to 
U.N. peacekeeping forces 
in Sarajevo and other pans 
of the world that include 
Jordanian and French 
forces. 

Even the normally West- 
wary Islamists described as 
highly positive Mr. 
Chirac's visit. which 
included the impressive 

address to Parliament 

where he addressed Arab 
rights and the plight of the 

(Continued on page 7) 


Chirac leaves 
Egypt t° r France 

CAIRO i AFP» — French 
President Jacques Chirac Fri- 
day left Egxpt lor France at rite 
end ol a week-long tour of the 
Middle East in which lie 
stressed his desire to sex' France 
and Europe play a politic.il 
mle in the region. 

Mr. Chirac, in a news confer- 
ence with Egyptian President 
Hosni Mubarak in Cairo Fri- 
du\. supported the Italian con- 
cept of naming a European 
special envoy to the Middle 
East but agreed that the U.S. 
role was key. Mr. Chirac began 
his region journey Saturday in 
Syria, then visited Israel, die 
autonomous Palestinian areas. 
Jordan. Lebanon and Egypt. 

He was speaking at a news 
conference with Mr. Mubarak 
in Cairo at the end of a seven- 
dux Middle East tour during 
which he defended Arab rights. 
He then left for Paris. 


Netanyahu 
approves 
oil drilling 
on Golan 

TEL AVIV (Agencies) — 
Israeli Prime Minister 
Benyamin Netanyahu has 
given the go-ahead for 
drilling oil-wells on the 
Golan Heights sei 2 ed from 
Syria in the 1967 Middle 
East war. Haaretz newspa- 
per said Friday. 

It said the prime minister 
gave his approval to the 
National Oil Company two 
months ago without con- 
sulting Israel's military 
chiefs. 

The government's deputy 
legal adviser Menni Mazuz 
also approved the project 
on the grounds that the 
Golan was pan of Israeli 
territory since its “annexa- 
tion" in 1981, Haaretz said. 

The National Oil Compa- 
ny has invested & 1 million . 
in preliminary surveys and ' 
hopes to extract a total of 
two million barrels of oil 
worth S24 million. 

But the work could be 
delayed because of a pend- 
ing change in status of the 
company, which is to be 
privatised. 

The National Oil Compa- 
ny's request to drill was 
rejected by the previous 
Israeli . government out of 
concern that such a move 
would be perceived as 
provocative since Syria 
seeks the return of .the 
Golan Heights in exchange 
for peace. Haaretz said. 

(Continued on page 7) 


U.S.-brokered ceasefire 
holds in Iraqi Kurdistan 


ERBIL (Agencies) — A 
U.S.-brokered truce 

between warring Kurdish 
factions in northern Iraq 
was holding Friday, with 
just minor skirmishes 
reported in the region, a 
U.N. official said. 

"There has been a little 
shelling this morning in the 
area between Degala and 
Koi Sanjak. It looks like the 
truce is holding,” the offi- 
cial said in the main Iraqi 
Kurdistan city of Erbil. 

The Kurdistan Democrat- 
ic Party (XDP) led by Mas- 
sud Barzani and the Patri- 
otic Union of Kurdistan 
(PUK) of Jalal Talabani 
agreed a truce taking 
effect in northern Iraq as of 
midnight Wednesday. 

The U.N. official added 
that many roads in the 
region were still closed, 
and that fighters from both 
sides were still deployed in 
heavy numbers on the 
ground. 

“There were some clashes 
until about nine o'clock last 
night (1700 GMT) but the 
ceasefire is now fully in 
position,” KDP comman- 
der Roj Nun Shuwayis said 
in the frontline town of 
Degala. 

There were no reports of 
fighting from the rest of the 
mountainous region. The 
KDP and the PUK had 
exchanged fire near Degala 
on Thursday despite the 
ceasefire being called for 
the night before. 

Delegations from the two 
sides are to meet in Turkey 


next week for peace talks 
chaired by senior U.S. 
diplomat Robert Pelleireau. 
the State Department said 
on Thursday. 

“Both will be represented 
at the table with bim and 
with representatives of the 
governments of Turkey and 
the United Kingdom,” 
State Department 

spokesman Nicholas Bums 
said in Washington. 

Britain and Turkey have 
helped bring the two fac- 
tions together. 

“This ceasefire is going 
on withour any conditions. 
The conditions will be con- 
sidered in the negotia- 
tions.” Mr. Shuwayis said. 

The PUK said it was 
committed to the truce bro- 
kered by Mr. Pelleireau this 
week. 

"The PUK leadership is 
emphatic about its commit- 
ments to maintaining the 
ceasefire to give...peace 
talks scheduled to begin 
next week every chance of 
success,” it said in a state- 
ment. 

Fighters on either side of 
the frontline pitched tents 
on Friday to shelter from 
the rain. The guerrillas, 
known as “peshmergas” 
(those who face death i.’nor- 
mally sleep in the open air 
covered only by a blanket. 

"We can relax for at least 
a week now.” one KDP 
guerrilla said. Others gath- 
ered in small groups, chat- 
ting and smoking ciga- 
rettes. 

In other 


children toting wooden 
guns played on the streeLs, 
stopping vehicles ut 
"checkpoints" — imitat- 
ing the Kurdish guerrillas 
whose real chcckpopints 
were common during the 
recent spate of fighitng. 

The KDP, then backed by 
Iraqi armoured troops, took 
Erbil from the PUK at the 
end of August, prompting 
U.S. missile strikes on mil- 
itary targets in southern 
Iraq. 

The fall of Erbil briefly 
brought President Saddam 
Hussein's forces back into a 
region barred to him for 
five years by a U.S.-led no- 
fly zone over northern Iraq, 
set up after the 1991 Gulf 
war. 

More 2,000 pro-U.S. Iraqi 
Kurds fled northern Traq in 
fear of Iraqi arms*, badly 
damaging U.S. plans. 

The status of Erbil. where 
the two groups had set up a 
joint parliament that col- 
lapsed in fighting in 1994, 
and the sharing of revenues 
from a makeshift oil trade 
across the Turkish border 
have been slicking points at 
previous U.S.-sponsored 
peace talks between the 
Kurds. 

There were fewer KDP 
PCshmergas on the streets 
of Erbil on Friday, but 
many civilians were scepti- 
cal the new ceasefire 
would hold. 

“There will be no stability 
until the central govern - 


areas, ragged (Continued on page 7) 
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Hariri wins third term as 
Lebanon’s prime minister 


BEIRUT (R) — Lebanon’s 
billionaire Prime Minister 
Rafik AI Hariri was nomi- 
nated to a third term of 
office on Thursday after 
members of the country's 
new parliament called over- 
whelmingly for his reap- 
pointment. 

Mr. Hariri, a construction 
tycoon who has held office 
for four years, said he 
would start consultations 
on forming a cabinet on 
Saturday and expected to 
complete the new govern- 
ment on Sunday. 

A statement issued by 
President Elias Hrawi's 
office said Mr. Hrawi asked 
Mr. Hariri to form the new 
government after consult- 
ing parliamentary deputies, 
most of whom said they 
wanted Mr. Hariri returned 
to office. 

Mr. Hariri and his outgo- 
ing government stepped 
down routinely last week to 
allow the newly-elected 
parliament to choose a 
prime minister. 

Some 101 of the 128 
deputies, who were sum- 
moned on Wednesday and 
Thursday to the presidential 
palace to express their 
views to Mr. Hrawi, told 
reporters they chose Mr. 
Hariri. 

Those who did not name 
Mr. Hariri for the post 
expressed no other choice 
for prime minister but rold 
reporters they wanted poli- 
cy changes. 


Responding to concerns 
expressed by politicians, 
labour unionists, commen- 
tators and clerics about an 
economic slowdown and 
widespread poverty in the 
country. Mr. Hariri said the 
new government would 
have to resolve social prob- 
lems. 

‘The economic situation 
is good but we have social 
problems and we have to 
take care of them.” he told 
reporters at the presidential 
palace. 

Estefan AI Douwaihi. out- 
going social affairs minis- 
ter, said last week that one 
million people — 30 per 
cent of Lebanon's 3.1 mil- 
lion population — were liv- 
ing below the poverty line. 

Druse leader Walid Jun- 
blatt. another minister and 
hitherto a key Hariri ally, 
also criticised Mr. Hariri's 
multi-billion dollar recon- 
struction policies, saying 
they had impoverished 40 
per cent of the Lebanese 
people. 

Hitting back in remarks 
after his reappointment. Mr. 
Hariri said it was wrong to 
say Lebanon faced eco- 
nomic disaster. 

“Some people are speak- 
ing about the government 
as a government of eco- 
nomic salvation, as if there 
is an economic disaster,” he 
said. “This is not right. The 
economic situation is 
good.” 

Mr. Hariri was nominat- 


ed just in time to receive 
French President Jacques 
Chirac who arrived in 
Beirut during the evening 
on the fifth leg of his Mid- 
dle East lour. 

The 5 1 -year-old Hariri, 

who has ied an ambitious 
drive for national recon- 
struction in his two previ- 
ous terras of office, is wide- 
ly considered indispensable 
if Lebanon's post-war 
revival is to continue. 

Mr. Hariri, whose per- 
sonal fortune is estimated at 
S3 billion to S4 billion, 
emerged from the parlia- 
mentary elections held in 
August and September as 
perhaps Lebanon’s most' 
powerful politician. 

He won a seat in parlia- 
ment for the first time, sail- 
ing home at the head of a 
bloc of about 20 supporters 
which will make him one of 
the strongest figures in the 
house. 

This is likely to give him 
greater influence than he 
held in the old parliament, 
of which he was not a 
member and in which he 
had few allies. The parlia- 
ment shelved many of his 
costly projects for rebuild- 
ing the country. . 

Mr. Hariri's new parlia- 
mentary strength, and a 
new alliance with Parlia- 
ment Speaker Nabih Bern, 
with whom he frequently 
clashed in the old parlia- 
ment. could facilitate pas- 
sage of his projects. 
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Ben Laden said main 
suspect in Saudi blasts 


Taleban fighters.fire a Soviet-made cannon towards former government forces, 
20 kilometres north of Kabul October 25. Warplanes flew repeated sorties over 
the battlefield and the Taleban movement signalled strongly that ceasefire talks 
were over (Reuters photo) 

Bitter Afghan foes join 
hands to fight Taleban 


Egyptian generals want to set up ‘war’ party 


CAIRO (R.) — A retired Egyptian army 
brigadier who believes that another war with 
Israel is inevitable has applied for permission 
to form and lead a political party. 

The party would be called the October party, 
after the last war between Israel and the Arabs 
in October 1973, and its leader would be 
Brigadier-General Mohammad Muawwad 
Gadd AI Moula, who fought in that war. 

“Israel is not prepared to give up its ambi- 
tions. This is clearly reflected in the declara- 
tions made by its leaders,” the brigadier told 
the English-language newspaper AI Ah ram 
weekly. 

"We have no choice but to adopt a platform 
for rebuilding a strong Egypt and preparing a 
new generation capable of fighting any attack- 
ers... We have to prepare for a fresh con- 
frontation with Israel.” he added, in an inter- 
view published on Thursday. 

The political parties committee has been 
publishing the list of 120 founding members 
in Egyptian newspapers this month, asking 
readers if they know of any objections to 
them. 

This is pan of the complicated procedure for 
legal recognition of prospective political par- 
ties, many of which fail to cross all the hur- 
dles. Registration can take years. 

Mr. Gadd AI Moula said the founding mem- 
bers included six retired army major-generals 
from the October war. two former police 
major-generals and seven university profes- 
sors. 

The last attempt to form a new political 
party was by junior members of the outlawed 
and influential Muslim Brotherhood, who 
tried to set up a centre party early this year. 
The state ignored the application and many 


members are now in jail. 

Rights group protest ban on weeklies 

Local and international rights activists on 
Thursday condemned as unconstitutional the 
Egyptian government's decision to stop the 
distribution of two weekly newspapers and 
called for the ban to be lifted. 

The Paris-based Reporters Sans Frontieres 
(RSF) sent a letter to Egyptian President 
Hosni Mubarak, also faxed to. an international 
news agency, protesting the ban on the mass ■ 
circulation Arabic weekly Aj'Dusrour and ask-: 
mg him to intervene personally. 

In another statement, the Egyptian Organi- 
sation for Human Rights (EOHR) slammed 
the distribution ban. which also stopped the 
sale of the English-language weekly the Mid- 
dle East Times. 

"EOHR believes banning newspapers con- 
tradicts article 48 of the constitution, which 
says that. ..Censorship of newspapers is for- 
bidden," the group said. 

“We request that the government review this 
ban and end press censorship as a step towards 
achieving a true democracy and allowing for 
freedom of expression.” it added. 

An official at the censorship office told 
Reuters on Wednesday that under a 1936 law. 
Egypt has the right to control the distribution 
of publications licensed abroad. AI Dustour is 
licensed in Cyprus, the Middle East Times in 
Athens. 

The editor-in-chief of A I Dustour, Ibrahim 
Issa. said his paper was banned because of its 
anti -Israeli stand, which included printing a 
picture depicting Israeli Prime Minister 
Benvamin Netanyahu as Adolf Hilter. 


JABAL OS-SIRAJ, Afgha- 
nistan (R) — Once bitter 
rivals. Ahmad Shah 
Masco d. the former Afghan 
government's military 
chief, and northern Uzbek 
leader Abdul Rashid Dos- 
tum have finally allied to 
face the Taleban militia. 

Mr. Masood wants to dis- 
lodge the Taleban from 
Kabul after the radical mili- ' 
tia took control of the 
Afghan capital last month, 
making two-thirds of the 
country theirs. 

To do the job. Mr. 
Masood needs General 
Dostum’s army, the 
strongest force out of 
Afghanistan's tangle of 
armed factions. But Gen. 
Dostum has been reluctant 
to ally with his former foe 
and even now his backing 
for Mr. Masood’s counter- 
offensive appears tentative. 

In Jabal Os-Siraj, a town 
45 kilometres north of the * 
Afghan capital.- where Mr: 
Masood is headquartered, 
hundreds of troops belong- 
ing to Gen. Dostum’s 
Jumbish-e-Milli faction are 
billeted on the floors of 
dingy hotels and run-down 
restaurants. 

While most Afghan fight- 
ers sport straggly beards, 
Gen. Dostum’s Uzbek 
fighters are instantly recog- 
nisable by their thick mous- 
taches. closely shaved 
chins and blue-chequered 
turbans over neat, Soviet 
issue combat dress. 

The Jumbish have a plen- 
tiful array of armour, 
artillery and a small air 
force and Gen. Dostum's 
forces played a major role 
in Tuesday’s offensive 
against Taleban forces 
north of Kabul. 

"For the first time. Gen. 
Dostum's troops were fully 


integrated alongside our 
troops, we fought fifty- 
fifty,” said Mehrabodln 
Mass tan, a spokesman for 
Mr. Masood. 

But the wily Gen. Dos- 
tum. who jealously guards 
his hold over six northern 
provinces in Afghanistan, 
has appeared less than com- 
mitted to his erstwhile foe, 
keeping quiet about his 
alliance with Mr. Masood. 

He agreed a defensive 
alliance with Mr. Masood 
earlier this month after the 
Taleban advanced north 
towards his territory, but 
suddenly held peace talks 
with the Taleban only two 
days after recognising the 
ousted government’s legiti- 
macy. 

In a tour of the front this 
week. Gen. Dostum’s top 
commander. General Abdul 
Majid Ruzi. would only say 
of his mens' obvious pres- 
ence: ‘They (Jumbish 

troops) do not belong to 
us." 

Gen. Dostum also made a 
last ditch attempt at forging 
a ceasefire on Sunday. 

The Taleban are now 
under no illusion they face 
the Jumbish in their battle 
to hold onto Kabul. The 
Afghan Islamic Press quot- 
ed acting Taleban Informa- 
tion Minister Amir Khan 
Mutaqi saying that Gen. 
Dostum’s forces “have 
openly taken part in the 
offensives” against the 
Taleban north of Kabul. 

Heavy fighting continued 
for several hours north of 
the capital on Thursday, 
where a Masood offensive 
has failed to win control of 
a strategic pass, before a 
lull set in. 

The decision to back Mr. 
Masood cannot have come 
easy to Gen. Dostum as the 


two men fought hard for 
control of the strategic 
Salang highway in 1994. 

Gen. Dostum was a com- 
mander in the Soviet- 
backed Afghan army while 
Mr. Masood shot to fame as 
probably the ablest Muja- 
hedin commander in die 
Afghan resistance to the 
Soviet invasion. 

But their fear of an . 
Afghanistan under the com- 
plete control of the Taleban 
has proved stronger than 
their differences. 

“The Pakistanis tried hard 
to drive a wedge between 
Gen. Dostum and ' Mr. 
Masood,” said a Western 
aid worker who knows Mr. 
Masood well. 

She said the Pakistani 
government, widely seen as 
the main backer of the Tale- 
ban movement, had tried to 
tempt Gen. Dostum with a 
share of potentially lucra- 
tive trade between Pakistan^ 
and the forth er* ‘Soviet 
republics of Central Asia to 
the north. 

But Gen. Dostum cannot 
have failed to notice how 
the Taleban have quickly 
forgotten power-sharing 
arrangements with other 
warlords in their dramatic 
sweep northwards since the 
militia was founded in 
1994. 

“Gen. Dostum would be 
cutting his own throat if he 
threw in his lot with the 
Taleban.” said a Western 
observer in Afghanistan. 

The Taleban’s radical 
brand of Islam is wholly 
unwelcome in the more lib- 
eral north and fear of the 
Taleban as a mainly ethnic 
Pashtun movement from 
the south worries Gen. 
Dostum’s ethnic Uzbeks 
and Mr. Masood’s ethnic 
Tajiks from the north. 


WASHINGTON (Agencies} 
— U.S. officials on Thursday 
said a wealthy Saudi dissi- 
dent was a prime suspect in 
two guerrilla bombings that 
have killed 24 Americans in 
the past year in an apparent 
effort to drive the United 
States from Saudi Arabia. 

Counter-terrorism officials 
said they had received a 
report from a foreign intelli- 
gence service that the sus- 
pect, Osama Ben Laden, had 
taken credit for the bombings 
in telephone conversations 
and had vowed to strike 
again. 

Although the officials were 
unable to confirm the bulk of 
the foreign-supplied intelli- 
gence. they said it was unusu- 
ally detailed “and does fit 
well with what we know from 
other sources concerning Ben 
Laden and Sunni extremist 
networks.” 

“For example, we have a 
large body of reporting on 
Ben Laden’s efforts to 
encourage cooperation 
between Islamic extremists of 
many nationalities and on his 
long-time relationship with 
Iraqi and Sudanese officials 
and have some reporting con- 
cerning his cells within Saudi 
Arabia.” a coumer-terrorisn) 
official said. 

Mr. Ben Laden, who has 
recently spent time in Sudan, 
Yemen and Afghanistan, bas 
denied involvement in the 
bombings that killed five 
Americans and two Indians in 
Riyadh on Nov. 13, 1995 and 
killed 19 U.S. Airmen in 
Dhahran last June 25. 

But he called those events 
warnings that the United 
States should withdraw its 
forces from Saudi Arabia. 
America's largest oU supplier. 
Four Saudis executed for the 
Riyadh attack said they had 
been inspired by his writings. 

State Department 

spokesman Nicholas Bums 
declined comment on a report 
in Thursday’s Washington 
Times, which detailed the 
telephone conversations m 


most significant financial 
sponsor? of Islamic extremist 
activities in the world today.” 

It linked Mr. Ben Laden, 
who has been under the pro- 
tection of the fundamentalist 
Taleban militia in 

Afghanistan, to guerrilla 
training camps in 

Afghanistan and Sudan and 
said he backed a bid to bomb 
U.S. forces in Yemen in 1992. 

The Central ■ Intelligence 
Agency (CIA), the Federal 
Bureau of Investigation 
(FBI), which is leading the 
U.S. side of the probe, and 
rhe Saudi embassy declined 
comment on whether Mr. Ben * 
Laden was a suspect in the 
Dhahran bombing. 

But Kenneth Kaizman of 
the Congressional Research 
Service, who monitors the 
Gulf region and has just 
relumed from visits to Saudi 
Arabia and Kuwait, said Mr.J’ 
Ben Laden was feared as “the 
major potential threat to U.S. 
forces in the Gulf." 

“Based on my conversa- 
tions with U.S. military and 
other officials in the region, 
it's clear that they are looking 
at him closely in connection 
with the two past bombings." 
he added in a telephone inter- 
view. 

Another U.S. official who 
monitors the Middle East said 
Mr. Ben Laden had long been 
a prime suspect. He said Mr. 
Ben Laden, a Sunni Muslim, 
apparently had poor relations 
with Iran's Shiite leaders, 
accused by the U rated States 
of being the chief state spon- 
sor of anti-Western terrorism. 

But Mr. Katzman said he 
understood that Mr. Ben 
Laden had narrowed his dif- 
ferences with Iran. “Any con- .{ 
sumation of a political mar- 
riage between Iran and Mr. 
Ben Laden could have devas- 
tating consequences for the 
U.S. military in the Gulf.” he 
added. 

Official, however, said U.S. 

€ intelligence had not conclud- 
*ed that Mr. Ben Laden was 
responsible for the bombings 


.which. lien .Xodetripifif? Although' he had not been 
ponedly took credit for the ruled out as a culprit either. 


blasts and promised to hit 
again. 

Specifying that he was 
speaking about Mr. Beu 
Laden without reference to 
the ongoing joint U.S.-Saudi 
bombing probe, Mr. Bums 
said: “He’s a bad guy ... 
engaged in activities that we 
believe are terroristic. 

“We try to follow his career 
because we want people like 
him to meet justice. We want 
to bring them to justice when 
we can. So. we're interested 
in him and we'll continue to 
follow his career very close- 
ly” 

In a fact sheet handed out in 
February, the State Depart- 
ment described Mr. Ben 
Laden, scion of a Saudi con- 
struction family who was 
stripped of his Saudi citizen- 
ship in 1994, as “one of the 


“The nttion that U.S. intel- 
ligence has reached a conclu- 
sion on this is wrong. We're j 
still looking at a range of pos- 
sibilities in terms of possible 
culprits,” the official said. 

At the Pentagon, 
spokesman Kenneth Bacon 
said. "I don’t want to make ; 
the connection between this j 
incident and Osama Ben * 
Laden. That is for the FBI td«- f 
investigate and the FBI to dis- t 
cuss. i 

The FBI, declined com- ' 
ment. , 

Among the links cited by • 
the times report were con- , 
gratulatioos Mr. Ben Laden j 
accepted from members of ! 
terrorist groups June 25, the { 
day a truck bomb ripped j 
through a U.S. military hous- j 
ing complex in Dhahran. | 
killing 19 Americans. § 


JORDAN TELEVISION 
TeL 773111-19 
PROGRAMME TWO 
14:05 Adventures of Mickey and 
Donald 

14:30 The Bold and the Beautiful 

14:45 Just the Joh 

15:00 Doc. — Lu France Aux 
Mille Villages 

15:30 -Fete des Bebes 

16:00 Sports — Gillette 

16:30 Chris Cross 

17:00 News Flash 

17:01 ‘ Jnilures 

17:15 —Drama — Blue Heelers 

18:00 -..French Programme 

19:00 Le Journal 

19:15 .Magazine — Ziva 

19 JO News Headlines 

19:35 Comedy — Something 

Wilder 

2<k00 Doc. — New Literacy 

20*30 ...... Prism 

21:10 Lois and Clarke 

22:00 ■. News in English 

22:30 Return to Lonesome Dove 
23:59 Feature Film: "Creep 
Show" 

PRAYER TIMES 

04125... Fajr 

05:43 (Sunrise) Duha 

11:20 - Dhuhr 

14:28- — 'Asr 

16:57. Maghreb 

18:14- Tsha 

CHURCHES 

SL Mary of Nazareth Church 
SweifiefuTel. 810740 
Assemblies of God Church Tel. 
632785. 

SL Joseph Church Tel. 624590 
Church of the Annunication 
Tel. 637440. 

De la Salle Church Tel. 661656. 


JORDAN TIMES DAILY GUIDE AND CALENDAR 

• ‘ " ‘ • ‘ ■ ■ ■■■•• •< • x X'.j .... ■■ • "’ffif- - 


Terrasancta Church TeL 

622366 

Church of the Annunciation 
Tel. 023541 

Anglican Church Tel. 652S26. 
Armenian Catholic Church 
Tel. 771331. 

Armenian Orthodox Church 

Tel. 775261. 

SL Ephraim Church Tel. 
771751. 

Amman International Church 

Tel. 827126 

Evangelical Lutheran Church 

Tel. 824328. 

German-speaking Evangelical 
Congregation Tel. 845457 
The Latter-Day Saints Tel. 
654932. 

Church of Nazarene Tel, 
675691. 

The Evangelical Local Church 

in Amman Tel. S 1 1295 

English-speaking 

Latin Cathodes Parish Tel. 

614190. 

WEATHER 

Bulletin supplied by rhe Depart- 
ment of Meteorology. 

A cold air mass is expected to 
affect (be Kingdom, so it will be. 
relatively cokf with skies partly 
cloudy. There will be a chance for 
rain in the northern and centra] 

-.imparts of the Kjngt^^yrinds 

becoming westerly to northwest- 
erly moderate lo active. In Aqaba, 
winds will be northerly moderate 
and seas calm. 

Muu/Max. temp. 

Amman 10/18 


Aqaba 

16/2S 

OS/22 

Jordan Valley 

16/28 


Yesterday’s high temperatures: 
Amman 2J. Aqaba 30 Humidity 
readings: Amman 3n per cent. 
.Aqaba 43 per cent. 

USEFUL 

TELEPHONE 

NUMBERS 

NIGHT DUTY 
AMMAN: 

Dc Adnan Zaghloul 

898140 

Dr. Mazen Nbali -...830435 

Dc FayezDabbas 759155 

Dr.FakherBflbasi -663412 

Firas pharmacy .661912 

Ferdows pharmacy — 778336 

AlAsenra pharmacy .637055 

Nainhikb pharmacy — 623672 

Al Salam pharmacy 636730 

Yacoub pharmacy -.644945 

Shine isani pharmacy -.637660 

Ngjib pharmacy 847632 

IRBID: 

Dr. Ghazi Ta’amneh -...250080 

AI Quds pharmacy < — > 

ZARQA: 

Dr. Histiam Sharabati ...9S6632 
Khalifeh pharmacy — 985417 


EMERGENCIES 

Food Control Centre .....637 1 1 ! 
Civil Defence Department 

661111 

Civfl Defence Immediate Rescue 

630341 

CM* Defence Emergency ... 199 


Rescue Police 192. 621111. 
637777 

Fire Brigade .617101 

Blood Bank 775121 

Highway Police 843402 

Traffic Police 896390 

Public Security Department 

630321 

Hotel Complaints '...605800 

Price Complaints 66 1 1 76 

Water and Sewerage Com- 
plaints 897467 

Amman Municipality Com- 
plaints 7871 II 

Telephone Information (direc- 
tory assistance) - 121 

Overseas Calls .,..010230 

Central Amman Telephone 

Reparis -.623101 

AbdaJi Telephone Repairs 

661101 

Jordan Television 773111 

Radio Jordan 7741 1 1 

Water Authority 680 1 00 

Jordan Electricity Authority 

815615 

Electric Power Company 

636381 

RJ Flight Information 08- 
53200 

Queen Aha Inti. Airport 08- 

53200 

HOSPITALS 

AMMAN: 

Hussein Medical Centre 

813813/32 

Khalidi Maternity, J. Amn 

644281/6 

Altiieh Maternity, J. Amn. 

.642441/2 

Jabal Amman Maternity 


— 642362 

Malbas, J. Amman 636140 

Palestine, Shmeisani 

..-..607071 

Shmeisani Hospital 669131 

University Hospital 845845 

Al-Mnasher HospitaL.667227/9 
The Islamic, Abdali 666126/37 

Al-AhlLAbdaH -.664164/6 

. Italian, AJ-Muhajreea 

.... .777101/3 

Al-Bashir. J. Ashrafieb 

- - 775111/26 

Array, Marka 891611/15 

Queen Alia Hospital 602240/50 

Amal Hospital 674155 

Hie Arab Centre for Heart and 

Special Surgery .j. 865 1 99 

ZARQA: 

Zarqa Govt Hospital 

- (09)983323 

Zarqa National Hospital 

(09)900560 

Jbn Sina Hospital -..(09)986732 
AI Hikam Modern Hospital 

(09)990990 

IRBID: 

Princess Basma Hospital 

102)275555 

Greek Catholic Hospital 

.......... (02)272275 

Dm Al Nafees Hospital 

(02)247100 

AQABA: 

Princess Haya Hospital 

(03)314111 

FOR THE TRAVELLER 
QUEEN ALIA 
INTERNATIONAL 
AIRPORT 

This information is supplied by- 


Royal Jordanian (RJ) information 
department at the Queen Alia 
International Airport Tel. 
(08)53200 where it should 
always be verified. Information 
on' other flights is obtained on 
telephone (08) 52700 or (08) 
523250. 

ARRIVALS 
Royal Jordanian (RJ) Flights 
07:00 ............ — Damascus (RJ) 

09:20 - Beirut (RJ) 

09*30 New Delhi (RJ) 

0930 -Karachi, Dubai (RJ) 

10:00 Colombo (RJ) 

10.-00. — — Aqaba (add) (RJ) 

10:25 - -Larnaca (add) (RJ) 

14:45 NewYak. AmsfcnlaralRJ) 

1530 Vienna (add) (RJ) 

15-45 -Zagreb (RJ) 

1630 .Cairo (RJ) 

18:15.._ .London, Berlin (RJ) 

19:40 - .....—Vienna (RJ) 

21:10 Munich (RJ) 

M30. — .Bangkok (RJ) 

07*45 — Aqaba (add) (RJ) 

Other Flights 

02:00 Rome (AZ) 

12:40. Muscat, Doha (GF) 

13:00 Riyadh (SV) 

14:00 Vienna (OS) 

1835 Amsterdam (KL) 

1935-... Cairo (MS) 

1930. .Damascus, Paris (AF) 

20:15 .London (BA) 

21:00 - Sanaa (IT) 

2135 -Larnaca (CY) 

2235 Beirut (ME) 

2235 London (KJ) 

02:00 ........ .JCuwarr (KL) 


0530 - .Tel Aviv (LY) 

Royal Wings (RW) Flights 
08:50 Aqaba (QAIA — proceeds 
to Marika airport at 10. ■00 a.m.1 
(RW) 

DEPARTURES 

Royal Jordanian (RJ; Flights 

0535. Beirut (RJ) 

07:00 Larnaca (add! (RJ) 

07:00 — .Zagreb (add) (RJ) 

07:00 * Vienna (add) (RJj 

0730 Aqaba (add) (RJ) 

11:00 Vienna (RTl 

1130 Amsterdam. New York (RJ) 

1130 -Munich (RJ) 

11:45 Amsterdam, Brussels (RJ) 

12:00 . — .Geneva. Paris (RJ) 

12:10 — Riyadh. Dhahran (RJ) 

12:15 Cairo (RJ) 

13:05 London (RJ) 

1630 - -Madrid (RJ) 

20:10 — Larnaca (RJ) 

2030 Jeddah (RJ) 

20:45 — -Bahrain, Doha (RJ) 

2130 Ato Dhabi, Dubai (RT) 

05:15 — Aqaba (RJ) 

Other Flights 

MriW- -Athens (OA) 

03:00 — --.-.—Rome (AZ) 

07:00 — —Beirut (ME) 

1330 AtoDhafcCBdiainiGF) 

1*^30 -Riyadh (SV) 

15:00 Vienna (OS) 

10=45 - Kuwait (KL) 

20:20. Cairo (MS) 

2230 -Larnaca (CY) 

2235 Fhris. Damasas (AF/ 

22*9 — Sanaa (IY) 

03:00 ....... Amsterdam (KL) 

03:00 Rome (AZ) 

05:40 London (KJ) 


06:25 .Tel Aviv (LY) 

Royal Wings (RW) Flights 
lffcOO Aqaba (RW) 

HU AZ RAILWAY 
TRAIN 

Dep. Amman &00 am. every 
Monday 

Air Damascus 5:00 pm. every 
Monday 

Dep. Damscus 730 am every 
Sunday 

Arr. Amman 5:00 pan. every 
Sunday 


Upper/lower price in fils per kg. 

Apple... 700/500 

Banana 500/500 

Banana (tnukHammar) ..420/420 

Banana (imported) £50/650 

Cabbage.— 120/60 

Carrot 280/150 

Cauliflower. 260/1 SO 

Cucumber (large) 180/120 

Cucumber (small) 330/170 

Eggplant. 210/120 

Garlic 720/500 

Grapes .450/420 

Guava 550/300 

Lemon — 360/200 

Marrow (large) 220/140 

Marrow (small) 350/220 

Mulukbiah — -220/U0 

G'WoCgracn) — 280/180 

Onion (dry) J4G/80 

Okra 850/500 

Olive -580/400 

Pear -600/420 

Pepper (hot) 360/200 

Pepper (sweet) 3Q0/180jfe 

Pomegranate 360/250 T 

Potato. — 320/180 j 

Spinach — 280/180 j 

Suing Bean. 550350 1 

Tomato — 240/160 If 
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Queen awards 88 children Chirac stand on Middle East in harmony 
prizes for creativity with EU line — visiting Austrian deputy 


AMMAN (J.T.) — Her 
Majesty Queen Noor 
awarded prizes to 88 chil- 
dren in the 1996 Children's 
Creative Production Com- 
petition at the Shoman 
Forum in Jabal Amm an 

According to a Royal 
Court statement, the event 
was organised by the Abdul 
Haraeed Shoman Founda- 
tion in cooperation with the 
Noor A1 Hussein Founda- 
tion (NHF) and the United 
Nations Children’s Fund 
(UNICEF). 

The competition featured 
the work of 908 children in 
the fields of poetry, litera- 
ture, drama, drawing, hand- 
icrafts and photography, the 
statement said. 

Queen Noor annually 


patronises the competition 
and praised the children's 
innovative creations while 
emphasising the impor- 
tance of expanding private 
sector support and partici- 
pation in national children’s 
projects. 

In his speech. Senator 
Abdul Majeed Shoman 
thanked the children’s 
"families, parents and 
schools for their care” and 
stressed the need to protect 
and nurture children’s free- 
dom of expression. 

The Creative Production 
Competition was estab- 
lished in 1989 by the NHF 
and the Shoman Founda- 
tion and subsequently 
joined by UNICEF in 199 1 . 
Tlie competition aims to 


develop children’s patrio- 
tism and national belong- 
ing, refine their literary 
skills as well as reveal, 
encourage and promote 
their artistic talents and 
abilities, the statement said. 

Queen Noor was received 
•by members of the NHF 
Executive Committee, 
Mrs. In'am Mufti, NHF 
Executive Director Dr. 
Ibrahim Badran. Mr. and 
Mrs. Khali d Shoman. Mr. 
Abdul Hameed Shoman. 
the Shoman Foundation 
General Director Dr. As’ad 
Abdul Rahman, UNICEFs 
Area Representative Ms. 
Donit Alopaeus-Stahl and 
NHF Director of Theatre- 
in-Education Ms. Lina Tal- 
Batayneh. 


Education conference opens today 

Parents, community and media to be focus 


AMMAN (Petra) — The 
seventh annual conference 
of the National Association 
for the Education of the 
Child (NAEC) opens today 
at the Royal Cultural Cen- 
tre (RCC) in Amman under 
the patronage of Her 
Majesty Queen Noor. 

Association President 
Rinad Khatib explained the 
theme of the three-day con- 
ference: “Parallel educa- 

tion for children in pre- 
school and kindergarten’’ as 
intended to familiarise the 
general public with the con- 
cept of scholastic education 
supported and emphasised 
at home, in community 
centres and clubs as well as 
through television and 


radio. 

Several participant 
reports will focus on chil- 
dren’s literature and bene- 
fits thereof as well as the 
media’s educational role. 

Dr. Khatib said that par- 
ticipants will review sever- 
al international experiments 
and will discuss possible 
aid to the association from 
non-governmental organi- 
sations. 

She said that the Jordan- 
ian and foreign participants 
will be joined by several 
regional and international 
organsiations and will visit 
the Kingdom’s tourist and 
historical sites as an orien- 
tation to both Jordanian his- 
tory and national and 


Islamic work. 

Dr. Khatib added that the 
conference, designed to 
increase guardian aware- 
ness and participation in 
childhood education, is to 
be addressed by Minister of 
Education Munther Masri 
and Minister of Social 
Development Haramad 
Abu Jamous. 

Auxiliary to the confer- 
ence is a children's art exhi- 
bition. 

Established on the direc- 
tives of His Majesty King 
Hussein, the National Asso- 
ciation for the Education of 
the Child was developed 
under the Queen’s supervi- 
sion. 


RSCN directs environmental message 
towards youth, ‘eco-clubs’ 


By Tanya Habjouqa 

Special to the Jordan Times 

AMMAN — The Royal Society for the 
Conservation of Nature (RSCN) is current- 
ly directing efforts towards environmental 
protection education for youth. 

“The RSCN now boasts 500 ‘eco-clubs’ 
with over 20,000 students from private and 
public schools as well as from orphan- 
ages,” according to RSCN Public Aware- 
ness Director Ahmad Rousan. 

Last year, the RSCN trained 500 eco-club 
leaders, and continues training new leaders 
through workshops held twice weekly, he 
said. • 

The eco-club leaders give student lec- 
tures, help produce environmental maga- 
zines and clean-up campaigns and guide 
field trips and nature expeditions. 

“The RSCN is hoping to create an [envi- 
ronmentally aware] generation through 
these programmes," Mr. Rousan con- 
firmed. 

He maintains there are other projects 
pending, such as a recent proposal from the 


Queen Noor Foundation for combined 
efforts in educating inhabitants from rural 
areas on the importance of clean water 
wells for safety and waste management. 

Meanwhile, the release date of the 
Nubian Ibex from the Wadi Mujib reserve 
is slated for the beginning of 1997. 

“The older ibex will stay in the reserve’s 
-enclosure, as it is now instinctively their 
home and the released ibex will be moni- 
tored daily,” said RSCN volunteer Jelle 
Boef. 

Prior to any release, the animals are 
checked for disease and so far all checked 
are in excellent condition, he said. 

“Such a release is unprecedented in the 
Middle East," said Khaled Irani, acting 
general manager to the RSCN. 

On Nov. 2 a special workshop for the 
young leaders will be attended by the Min- 
ister of the Environment Abdul Razzaq 
Tubeishat, and RSCN President Anis 
Mouashar, both having recently returned 
from the International Union for the Con- 
servation of Nature Conference in Montre- 
al. The workshop will be held in Irbid. 


Officials review plans for Jordan season in Paris 


AMMAN (Petra) — Plans 
for a “Jordanian season” in 
Paris next year were 
reviewed Friday by visiting 
head of the French Institute 
of Archaeology Camille 
Cabana and Minister of 
Tourism and Antiquities 
Saleh Irsbeidat. 

Mr. Cabana affirmed that 
the French government is 
eager to aid Jordan in various 
fields with an emphasis on 
tourism. 

He explained that French 
institutions taking part in the 
coming event will prepare 
informational leaflets in 
French and Italian about this 
“cultural season" and that 
.subsequent to the Parisian 
event Rome will host a simi- 
lar display to promote Jor- 
danian tourism. 

Mr. Cabana said he was 
sure that the event would 
contribute towards further 


Fnuico-Jordanian coopera- 
tion in the tourism industry 
while increasing the number 
of European tourists to the 
Kingdom. 

Dr. Irsheidai stared that 
Jordan highly values its 
French ties and is grateful to 
the archaeological, institute 
for its excavations in Jordan 
as well as its frequent aid in 
restoring precious artefacts 
found in various areas of the 
Kingdom. 

He said that the Parisian 
event will help focus world 
attention on Jordan's archae- 
ological and tourist attrac- 
tions and that his ministry 
will display posters, leaflets, 
and photographs highlight- 
ing these as well as the coun- 
try’s historical sites. 

Meanwhile, a French dele- 
gation arrived in Amman Fri- 
day to sign a partnership 
agreement designed to pro- 


vide economic assistance to 
the Kingdom. 

Director of the Jordan 
Loan Guarantee Company 
(JLGC) Dr. Jamal Sal ah said 
in a statement that the agree- 
ment marks one of the fruits 
of French President Jacques 
Chirac’s visit to Jordan. 

Central Bank Governor 
Ziad Fariz is slated to sign 
the agreement Sunday with 
the head of the visiting dele- 
gation Francois David who is 
chairman of the board of the 
French Company for Insur- 
ance of Foreign Trade. 

He said the agreement will 
enable Jordanian exporters to 
benefit from the French com- 
pany’s enterprise through a 
special arrangement with the 
JLGC and added that the 
French company will supply 
information about marketing 
Jordanian goods in European 
countries. 


By Christina Schlegl 

Special to the Jordan Times 

AMMAN — The visiting 
President of the Austrian 
National Assembly, Heinz 
Fischer, confirmed that 
France's policy towards the 
Middle East conforms with 
the European Union’s (ELI) 
general stand on the 
region's most pressing 
issues. 

“I am not an interpreter of 
the EU's political deci- 
sions,” Dr. Fischer said in 
an interview with the Jor- 
dan Times Thursday, “ but 
the French policy goes in 
the right direction.”" 

Dr. Fischer was referring 
to statements made by 
French President Jacques 
Chirac during his visit to 
Jordan last Wednesday and 
Thursday, in which he 
expressed strong support 
for the Arab countries* 
rights to sovereignty and a 
peace process based on 
land for peace. 

Still Dr. Fischer acknowl- 
edged that it is still too 
early to measure the “new 
French-Arab policy, which 
calls for an effective role 
for France and Europe in 
the Middle East peace 
process. 

Dr. Fischer, who is head- 
ing a parliamentary delega- 
tion on a limited tour of the 
region, added that as a rep- 
resentative of Austria, he 
did not want to speak on 
behalf of the remaining 13 
independent countries 
belonging to the EU. 

Dr. Fischer sees .the EU’s 
future role as an “arbiter of 
the peace process." 

The EU, he said, “plays 
an important role in 
international politics. It 
should take a stronger posi- 
tion in the future, ft will be 
the community's task to 
show Israel in a diplomatic 
and understandable - way. 
that it is also in the interest 
of- the Jewish state to make 
a fair and comprehensive 


peace” 

This, he added, has 
always been Austria’s poli- 
cy to ensure the accom- 
plishment of the peace 
process. 

The EU states, he said, 
maintain many bilateral 
relations and good influen- 
tial potential and should use 
this impact in favour of the 
Middle East peace process, 
even if Israel would voice 
its doubts against such a 
step. 

“I am deeply convinced 
that the aim of accomplish- 
ing a fair peace does not 
mean, we are favouring the 
Arab countries, but it is in 
Israel’s interest as well,” he 
said. 

Many problems would be 
solved much easier and 
positive results attained 
with such an attitude, he 
stressed. 

Dr. Fischer also voiced 
Austria’s concern about the 
current status of the peace 
process. 

Even under [the lace 
Israeli Prime Minister 
[Yitzhak] Rabin’s premier- 
ship there were difficulties 
in implementing a compre- 
hensive peace,” he 
explained, “ but now under 
the leadership of the new 
right-wing government of 
Benyamin Netanyahu, it is 
even more difficult, and the 
future looks less bright for 
the time being.” 

Netanyahu, he said, has 
taken positions from which 
he cannot easily withdraw. 

The Israeli Prime Minis- 
ter. Dr. Fischer added, took 
decisions which caused 
additional (unnecessary) 
problems, like the opening 
of the tunnel outside the 
“Hanun” of A1 Aqsa 
Mosque in Jerusalem. 

It would be definitely a 
setback for the whole 
process if [Palestinian Pres- 
ident Yasser] Arafat would 
be a victim of extremism 
arising in the region 
because of dissatisfaction 


JVA announces final 
plans for new dams 


AMMAN (Petra) — The 
Jordan Valley Authority 
(JVA; Friday announced 
the completion of final 
designs and tender docu- 
ments for the construction 
of several dams in the Jor- 
dan Valley region. 

A JVA official said that AJ 
Wahdeh dam near the Syri- 
an border which, according 
to 1988 estimates, has a pro- 
jected total cost of JD213 
million wall take four years 
to build. 

The dam is to be con- 
structed on the Yarraouk 
River and wall have a wall 
measuring 100 metres in 
height. 

It is projected to be able 
to store up to 225 million 
cubic metres [mcral of 
water to be used for irriga- 
tion in Jordan Valley farm- 
lands as well as for domes- 
tic use in the Amman and 
Zarqa goveraorates, 

according to the official. 

The dam. whose wall 
could later be raised to 140 
metres, will be the largest 
in the Kingdom. The largest 
dam at present is the King 
Talal Dam with a storage- 
capacity of 100 mcra. 

The government is cur- 
rently seeking funds to 
commence construction on 
an additional dam in the 
Wadi Hassa in southern 
Jordan. 

The Tannour dam has a 
projected height of 69 
metres and a storage capac- 


ity of 16.S racm. according 
to the official who said that 
the dam is slated to irrigate 
an additional 3,300 dunums 
of land as well as provide 
water to the Jordan Phos- 
phate Mines Company at 
Hassa. 

He said that the dam has a 
projected cost of JD18 mil- 
lion according to 1992 sta- 
tistics and has an estimated 
timetable of three years 
until completion. 

According to the JVA 
official, the Jardaneh earth- 
en dam wall be constructed 
in the Maan govemorate 
and this dam will be 15 
metres high and boast a 
storage capacity of 2.3 
racm. 

Designs for A1 Ghaidan 
dam in the Wadi Araba 
region 260 kilometres 
south-west of Amman have 
also been completed 
according to the official 
who said that it is projected 
to be 37 metres in height 
and store 6.2 mcm of water. 

The JVA has also 
finalised designs for AJ 
Waleh and Mujib dams on 
which construction is 
expected j to begin early 
next year. The official said 
that Al Waleh dam will be 
45 metres high and will- 
have a storage capacity of 
9.3 mcm while the Mujib 
dam .will be 51.5 metres 
high and reserve 35 mcm of 
water. 



CONCERT 


•Performance! by the Austrian UNICORN Quin- 
tet at the Royal Cultural Centre at 8:00 p.m. ■ 

■ <• .-iTAXJj&N FjfLM WEEK.: 

*TwofUmk entitled r, Romanzo di un giovane 
povero (The . Story of a Poor Young Man) and 
“Unastoria semplice 7 ’ (A Simple Stoty)at the 
* Royal OiUui^'Gena^ 8:00 p.m_ 

respectively. > ■■ ' ■' * y : . ■' 


WHAT’S GOING ON 


: . DIALOGUE 

■* Dialogue with artist Nabil Shehadeh on. his 
works at Darat Al Funun, Jabal Weibdeh at 6:00 
p.trL 

EXHIBITIONS 

* Bam Haraida Women's Weaving Project ‘96 
fall exhibition “Race the Trend” at Citroen- 
Dirani Showroom. Sbrneisani. until Nov. 3. 
•Egyptian products exhibition at the 
International ; Exhibition Centre, Marj Al 
Hamara, until Get 29. 


* Exhibition of ‘Visual Forms” by Abdul Latif 
Al Smoodi at Baladna An Gallety, . Gardens v$t T 
until Oct. 30 ; 

•Exhibition of childrens books at Haya Cultural 
Centre, until Oct. 29.- 

•Exhibition entitled "Jerusalem Domes; Doore 
and Windows” coraprismgphotbs byJuliaReifr- 
holr and paintings by Piham 1 Ghassib af^Tbe 
Gallery, the InterContinental HoreL -until Oct. 
31, ' • . ■'••• ' . 

•Works by Ghada Dahdaleh af the F^ch. Cul- 
tural Centre, until Oct- 29y •• f f y 





Lower House of Parliament Speaker Sa’ad Hayel Srour and visiting Austrian Nation- 
al Assembly Member Heinz Fischer Friday speak to reporters prior to Dr. Fischer's 
departure from Amman (Petra photo) 


with the ongoing peace 
process. Dr. Fischer 
stressed. 

But Dr. Fischer empha- 
sised that the EU will not 
give up hope on the accom- 
plishment of peace. 

“There are three reasons 
why the continuation of the 
peace process betweeo 
Palestine and Israel as well 
as Syria and Israel is 
unstoppable,” he stated. 

“Fust of all, there is no 
alternative [to peace], no 
matter who is ruling the 
country [Israel]. Secondly, 
after the presidential elec- 
tions, the U.S. will return to 
‘mingle' within the peace 
process in a more construc- 
tive mann er than for the 
time being. The same 
applies to the EU,” he con- 
cluded. 

“And finally." he said, 
“history has proven that 
governments , and persons, 
in the end. had to do what is 
historically 1 required.” 

Dr. Fischer, who arrived 


here last Wednesday from 
Syria, said that regarding 
the tense relations between 
Syria and Israel, the EU 
member countries are of the 
opinion that the “land-for- 
peace” agreement stipulat- 
ed in the Oslo accord in 
1993 must be frilly imple- 
mented. 

“It is a good concept,” he 
said, “which both parties 
have to obey.” 

Regarding the ongoing 
seizure of South Lebanon 
by Israeli troops, he stated, 
that a solution for an inde- 
pendent and autocratic 
Lebanon must be found. 

The re-organisation of the 
Middle East peace process 
elements was one of the 
main topics discussed dur- 
ing Dr. Fischer's meeting 
with His Majesty King 
Hussein, Prime Minister 
Abdul Karim Kabariti and 
the speakers of the parlia- 
ment Thursday 

During his visit to the 
House of Representatives 


and *^e Senate. Dr. Fischer 
me members of the Par- 

i pics such as the Middle 
East peace process and the 
experiences of the Euro- 
pean Union concerning par- 
liamentary life were dis- 
cussed. 

Dr. Fischer invited House 
Speaker Sa’ad Hayel Srour 
to visit Vienna next year. 

The two parliamentarians 
also talked about the feasi- 
bility of a project inviting 
Jordanian deputies to Aus- 
tria to familiarise them- 
selves with Austria's parlia- 
mentary life. 

Dr. Fischer praised the 
excellent mutual ties 
between Jordan and Aus- 
tria. but acknowledged at 
the same time that bilateral 
visits on the highest politi- 
cal and legislative levels 
are still too, fqw and should 
be increased in the future. 

■ ’ The Austrian parliamen- 
tary delegation ended its 
three-day su Friday 


China wins gold in photography contest 


By Roufan Nahhas 

Special to the Jordan Times 

AMMAN — The Second 
Internationa] Photograph- 
ic Show Competition was 
concluded Thursday at 
the Royal Cultural Centre 
with participants from 
eight countries vying for 
“the gold." 

The exhibition ended in 
July, and participants sub- 
mitted photographs for 
subsequent perusal by a 
committee. 

China received the gold 
medal for its picturesque 
view of childhood, Jordan 
the silver medal for 
depicting tourist scenes, 
while Syria and Egypt 
shared the bronze medal. 

Head of Culrural 
Exchange at the Ministry 


of Culture Anwar Zoubi 
deputised for Minister of 
Culture Ahmad Qudah in 
awarding prizes to the 
winners. 

The show was organ- 
ised by the Jordan Photo- 
graphic Society and enti- 
tled “Peace For This 
World.” 

“What could be better 
[for the cause of peace] 
than a picture which says 
more than a thousand 
words?" President of the 
Jordan Photographic 
Society Yahya Massad 
asked. 

The participants repre- 
sented their respective 
global peace expressions 
depicting subjects rang- 
ing from childhood and 
nature to human portrai- 
ture. 


Mr. Massad lauded the 
opportunity to host the 
exhibition and exchange 
experiences with profes- 
sional as well as amateur 
photographers. 

“It’s special to have 
these talents all represent- 
ing their view of the 
meaning of peace." Mr. 
Yahya told the Jordan 
Times. 

“Photography is an art. 
and the photographer is 
the artist who makes 
every picture art." he 
added. 

The Jordan Photograph- 
ic Society was founded in 
1994 and is dedicated to 
strengthening ties among 
the world's nations, 
encouraging photography, 
and incorporating this art 
into schools' syllabi. 


0.8 % 


BOJ MANAGED MARGIN ACCOUNTS 


WITH AN AVERAGE RETURN OF 9.8% TAX 
FREE, BOJ MANAGED MARGIN ACCOUNTS 
GIVE YOU THE CHANCE TO ENHANCE THE 
RETURNS ON YOUR INVESTMENTS 


; FOR FURTHER DETAILS PLEASE COMPLETE & RETURN TO- 

! BANK OF JORDAN 

I FOREIGN RELATIONS, TREASURY & INVESTMENT DEPT. 

[ ; FAX NO . 616-591 OR CALL 614-541 Miss SHAHIN 

J NAME:.;..:....... 

i COMPANY: IZZZZZZZ™ 


ADDRESS: 


Past performances do not 
guarantee future returns. 
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Perot vows not to quit 
race; Dole lashes at media 


WASHINGTON (R) — 

Reform Parry candidate 
Ross Perot politely but 
firmly rejected a plea from 
Republican Bob Dole to 
quit the presidential race, 
leaving Sen. Dole to fulmi- 
nate against the voters, the 
media and President Bill 
Clinton. 

Speaking at the National 
Press Club in Washington, 
Mr. Perot declined to direct- 
ly criticise Sen. Dole, who 
sent his campaign manager 
to Dallas Wednesday in a 
vain attempt to persuade the 
outspoken Texan to drop out 
and back Sen. Dole against 
Mr. Clinton. 

“Am I in this for the long 
haul? Yes. Do I intend to 
campaign to the bitter end? 
Yes." Mr. Perot said in 
response to a question. He 
called the Dole appeal 
“weird and totally inconse- 
quential." 

Mr. Clinton, meanwhile, 
campaigning in the 
Republican-leaning deep 
south, stayed serenely 
above the fray, secure in the 
knowledge that polls 
remained heavily in bis 
favour with only 12 days to 
go until the Nov. 5 election. 

“Even though our friends 
on the other side don't like 
to admit it. we are better off 
than we were four years 
ago, and we are moving in 
the right direction," Mr. 
Clinton told a rally in 
Birmingham. Alabama, a 
state solidly Republican in 
recent presidential races but 
where Mr. Clinton is only a 


few points behind Sen. 
Dole. 

In his first appearance of 
the day at Pensacola. 
Florida, Sen. Dole ignored 
questions about his Perot 
overture but sounded angry 
and admitted he vas frus- 
trated. 

“This is a very important 
election. And I know every- 
body gets frustrated. I even 
get frustrated and I’m the 
most optimistic man in 
America.” the former 
Kansas senator said. 

“I wonder sometimes 
what people are thinking 
about or if people are think- 
ing at all if they’ve really 
watched this administration, 
watched what's happening 
in the White House/’ he 
said. 

“We need to wake 
America up. It's 12 days 
away. Wake np. America 
you're about to do your- 
selves an injustice if you 
vote for Bill Clinton." 

Polls showed a slight 
tightening in the race 
Thursday — but too little, 
too late,’ to suggest a real 
difference. 

The Reuters daily tracking 
poll had Mr. Clinton leading 
by around nine percentage 
points among likely voters. 
Other surveys put his lead at 
between 1 2 and 1 6 points. 

Sen. Dole also targeted 
what he called “the liberal 
media”, saying it was trying 
to boost Mr. Clinton to a 
second term. 

“The media will not 
decide the winner of this 


election. You’ll decide who 
wins this election." he said. 

Analysts said Sen. Dole’s 
appeal to Mr. Perot would 
not have helped much even 
if the Texan had agreed to 
withdraw, because his sup- 
port was only in the 4-8 
point range. 

But some analysts said the 
appeal and the public rejec- 
tion it drew made Sen. Dole 
look weak and could harm 
him further. 

"This admission of weak- 
ness could diminish Dole's 
prospects in the home 
stretch. It may demoralise 
Republican activists and 
potentially hurt the party ail 
the way down the ticket," 
said American University 
analyst Mark RozeJI. 

Relishing a rare opportu- 
nity to bask in the spotlight, 
Mr. Perot launched a bitter 
attack on Mr. Clinton's 
ethics and warned that the 
country was headed for a 
financial meltdown and a 
Wall Street crash. 

He predicted that Mr. 
Clinton would soon be 
engulfed in legal troubles 
that would paralyse the 
nation for two years if he 
were reelected. 

“We are heading toward a 
second Watergate with all 
this stuff going on and a 
constitutional crisis in 1997 
and just remember you 
heard it here first,” he said 
in his press club speech, 
complaining that the media 
constantly ignored his mes- 
sage. 

President Clinton stumped 


in his native south 
Thursday, claiming credit 
for fighting crime and 
shrugging off new character 
attacks from Sen. Dole. 

At a rally at the Mauero 
Action Playground in 
Jefferson Parish, Mr. 
Clinton told Louisiana sup- 
porters his progr amm e 

aimed at hiring 100.000 
police officers had helped 
lead to a dramatic reduction 
in violent crimes and drug 
crimes in what has been a 
high-crime neighbourhood. 

“This is an example of 
what we can do when we 
stop talking and start act- 
ing," he told an enthusiastic 
crowd, asserting that he had 
taken “crime fighting out of 
politics" while attacking 
Republicans for wanting to 
change his programme. 

Under constant attack by 
Sen. Dole for rising drug 
abuse among teenagers. Mr. 
Clinton fired back that 
Republicans tried to cut 
back on a programme aimed 
at creating safe and drug- 
free schools. 

“Drug use is going down 
in America, folks, big time, 
but drug use among chil- 
dren under 18 is still going 
up. The last thing we need 
to do is cut back on the safe 
and drug-free schools 
effort," he said. 

He also promoted his pro- 
posal for making teenagers 
take a drug test as pan of 
obtaining a driver's license. 


China: Taiwan is pawn of Western forces 


BEIJING (R) — China said 
Friday that Taiwan was a 
pawn and toy of hostile 
Western forces out to weak- 
en and divide the country 
and thwart its-developmenL 
;:‘“Taiwan.. J acts as a pawn 
qf international - anti- 
Chinese fonqe^-a toy in the 
hands of others," said a 
front-page commentary in 
the People's Daily, the rul- 
ing Communist Party's offi- 
cial newspaper. 

The commentary, issued 
to mark the 25th anniver- 
sary of Beijing’s ousting of 
Taipei from the United- 
Nations. accused Taiwan of 
collaborating with forces 
hostile towards China to try 
to regain admission to the 
world body. 

“Some Western forces 
have ceaselessly played the 
‘human rights card’. “Tibet 
card’ to limit China's devel- 
opment," the commentary 
said. 

“They see the Taiwan 
issue as one of their trump 
cards — an important 
means of 1 weakening and 
dividing China," it said 
without naming any coun- 
tries but implying the 
United States. 

In September, the U.S. 
House of Representatives 
approved a non-binding res- 
olution supporting Taiwan's 


efforts to rejoin the United 
Nations, enraging Beijing. 

China, which regards 
Taiwan as a rebel province, 
maintains that the issue was 
settled, once and. for all in 
1971. when Taipei was 
replaced by' Beijing at the 
United Nations. 

The commentary said 
countries that have helped 
Taiwan with its bid to 
regain admission to the 
United Nations were short- 
sighted like “rats which can 
only see an inch in front of 
their eyes." 

It urged Taiwan's allies, 
mainly central American. 
African and Caribbean 
countries, to stop “foolish 
activities in the interest of 
others.” 

For the fourth consecutive 
‘year, China and its support- 
ers blocked moves in the 
General Assembly in 
September to consider U.N. 
membership for wealthy but 
diplomatically isolated 
Taiwan. 

China considers any move 
to give Taiwan U-N. mem- 
bership an encroachment on 
its sovereignty and an inter- 
ference in its internal 
affairs. 

Beijing and Taipei have 
been diplomatic rivals since 
Mao Zedong’s Red Army 
defeated Chiang Kai-Shek's 


Nationalists and forced 
them to flee to Taiwan at the 
end of the Chinese Civil 
War in 1949. 

Beijing’s Communist 
rulers have sought to-, push 
the island -into diplomatic 
isolation to, force it into 
reunification. Almost 160 
countries recognise Beijing, 
while 30 have diplomatic 
relations with Taiwan. 

Both Communist Beijing 
and capitalist Taipei agree 
to reunify one day, albeit on 
different terras. China has 
threatened to invade if the 
island declares indepen- 
dence. 

The commentary said 
Taiwan's offer to give S1.0 
billion to the United 
Nations on admission into 
the world body had become 
an “international joke." 

It jeered at the argument 
that Taiwan deserved a seat 
as it was now democratic 
and economically prosper- 
ous, saying the island was 
“deceiving others and 
itself." 

“No matter what political 
system Taiwan implement- 
ed or what level of econom- 
ic development it attained... 
regaining admission to the 
United Nations would be 
purely a dream," it said. 


Coverup charged over Japan cult killing 


TOKYO (R) — A police- 
man who belonged to the 
Aum Shinri Kyo cult 
accused of last year’s Tokyo 
subway attack has con- 
fessed to shooting Japan's 
police chief at the height of 
probes into the sect, govern- 
ment officials said Friday. 

But in a development 
equally shocking to many 
Japanese, newspapers also 
reported that the man's con- 
fession was covered up in a 
bid to protect the already 
scarred reputation of the 
country's law enforcement 
agencies. 

The newspaper reports 
said the 31 -year-old police- 
man had not been arrested 
despite being questioned for 
the past few months and he 
was still on the police force 
in Tokyo. 

“The reports on the from 
page are shocking," chief go- 
vernment spokesman Seiroku 
Kajiyama told reporters. 

“I have received reports 
that a policeman who was a 
member of the cult is being 
questioned (about his con- 
fession),” Home Affairs Mi- 
nister Hiroyuki Kurata told 
reporters. 

The confession came to 
light Friday in newspaper 
followups of anonymous 


letters they received in mid- 
October revealing the con- 
fession. Newspapers also 
published an anonymous 
letter which warned of an 
“horrific" coverup. 

National Police Agency 
(NPAl Chief Takaji Kuni- 
matsu was shot as he left 
home on March 30. 1995. 
10 days after sarin nerve gas 
was released in Tokyo's 
subway system during the 
morning rush hour. 

Chief Kunimatsu was shot 
four times from about 20 
metres away by a masked 
man as he left his Tokyo 
apartment building. 

After spending three 
months in hospital, he 
resumed his duties and is 
still Japan’s police chief. 

The Tokyo Metropolitan 
Police Agency, the local force 
in charge of the subway 
investigation, and the NPA 
said they had no comment to 
make on the reports. 

Police have blamed 
doomsday cult Aum Shinri 
Kyo {Supreme Truth Sect) 
for the subway gas attack, 
which killed 12 people and 
made about 6,000 Ul. The 
sect’s guru, Shoko Asahara. 
and about 100 cult members 
are on trial for the attack. 

In his confession, (he 31- 


year-old policeman said he 
shot Chief Kunimatsu on the 
orders of senior cult members 
to disrupt investigations the 
police chief was leading into 
the auack. police sources 
said. 

But newspapers said the 
Tokyo Metropolitan Police 
Agency did not pass on the 
confession to the nationwide 
NPA because the man gave 
conflicting testimony and 
"still appeared to be con- 
trolled by cult doctrine.” 

Under Japan's law en- 
forcement sysiem, prefectur- 
al police forces are in charge 
of day-to-day operations in 
their areas while the NPA 
supervises investigations that 
cross prefecturai boundaries 
like in the subway attack. 

“The criminal who shot 
Chief Kunimatsu .... is a Me- 
tropolitan Police Depart- 
ment officer. He has already 
admitted to the shooting after 
we questioned him at a facil- 
ity,” the anonymous letter 
received by newspapers said. 

“The investigations are 
halted by orders from au- 
thorities in the Tokyo Met- 
ropolitan Police. The move to 
turn this into an unsolved 
case and silence the suspect 
to save the organisation is 
horrific." 


Hardline Hindu 
vows death and 
destruction 
over Miss 
World contest 

BANGALORE. India 
(AFP) — A firebrand 
Hindu nationalist member 
of India's parliament has 
raised the level of rhetoric 
protesting against the Miss 
World beauty contest to 
fever pitch by promising 
suicides and killings at the 
event. 

Uma Bharati. a member 
of the Bharatiya Janata 
Party (BJP. Indian People’s 
Party ) told a meeting of 
protestors: "We will give 
our lives, we will take 
lives, but we will prevent 
the Miss World contest.” 
Ms. Bharati. well known 
for her hardline, outspoken 
views, was cheered wildly 
by around 300 members of 
the federation of opponents 
to the Miss World contest 
meeting here Thursday 
night. 

The event, being hosted 
in India for the firs: time, 
takes place in this southern 
city next month but 
protests have continued to 
mount over the past two 
months, forcing the organ- 
isers to switch the swimsuit 
section to the Seychelles. 

Ananth Kumar, a local 
BJP politician, told 
Thursday's meeting: 
“More than 100,000 people 
from all over the state of 
Karnataka will lay siege to 
the stadium on the night to 
prevent cultural and eco- 
nomic invasion by Western 
countries." 

A women’s group which 
has vowed to infiltrate the 
event with suicide squads 
reiterated foe threat. 

Sashikala . the leader of 
foe Mahila Jagram (Wo- 
men’s Awareness) group, 
also said foe group would 
battle with foe police out- 
side the venue, earning 
enthusiastic applause. 

Farmers groups who have 
joined the protests, mean- 
while, advocated burning 
down the stadium to stop 
foe pageant, which runs 
from Nov. 12-23. 

The Amitabh Bachchan 
Corp. Ltd. (ABCL), which 
is organising the event, 
claims opinion polls show 
rhat most people in 
Bangalore support it 
But the company has 
already announced that the 
1997 Miss World wiU be 
moved to foe Indian Ocean 
island country of Sey- 
chelles, although it said the 
decision was taken on 
financial grounds. 
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A Russian soldier takes a lunch brake on a cabbage field near the city of Serpukhov, 
some 70 kilometres south of Moscow Thursday. The army, in the old Soviet-style, is 
still used to help with the harvest on collective farms. Russian Defence Minister Igor 
Rodionov has appealed recently to President Boris Yeltsin and the government for 
urgent funds to ease a crisis in the army before matters get out of control 'Reuter 
photo) 

Russia may lose control over 
armed forces — defence minister 

MOSCOW (R) — Defence 
Minister Igor Rodionov said 
Friday Russia's . cash- 
strapped military was on foe 
brink of “uncontrollable 
developments," Interfax 
News Agency reponed- 
It said Gen. Rodionov told 
army veterans a cash short- 
age. appalling social condi- 
tions and poor maintenance 
was leading to a “severe cri- 
sis" in the aimed forces. 

“Russia's leadership and 
society should know that foe 
chronic lack of funds is tak- 
ing foe armed forces to foe 
brink of undesirable, and 
even uncontrollable, devel- 
opments.” Interfax quoted 
Gen. Rodionov as saying. 

‘If foe 1997 defence budget 
is not changed. Russia may 
lose the armed forces as an 
integral and active state 
structure, with ail foe conse- 
quences which would follow 
foal," he said, but gave no 
details. 

Gen. Rodionov said foe 
draft budget, rejected by par- 



Russian Defence Minister Igor Rodionov (right) and 
Interior Minister Anatoly Kulikov study a memorial 
book of Russian servicemen killed during conflicts in 
Afghanistan. Tajikistan and Chechenya Friday (Reuter 
photo) 


liament earlier this week, 
covered only one-third of foe 
minimum needs of foe armed 
forces. 

Russia's former national 
security chief, Alexander 
Lebed, sacked by President 
Boris Yeltsin last week, has 
said foe armed forces are on 
foe brink of rebellion. 

At foe time, Gen. Rodionov 
rejected Gen. Lebed's predic- 


tions. saying foe military was 
under control and there was 
no reason to expect any son 
of mutiny in the armed 
forces. 

Gen. Rodionov also said he 
strongly supported foe idea of 
reforming foe huge and large- 
ly ineffective armed forces 
which Russia inherited from 
foe now-defunct Soviet 
Union. 


Yeltsin urges political forces to unite 


MOSCOW (AFP) — 
Russian President Boris 
Yeltsin urged all foe coun- 
try's political forces and 
power structures to unite 
Friday after weeks of 
intense rivalry in the 
Kremlin. 

In a seven-minute speech 
on national radio. Mr. 
Yeltsin vowed to serve his 
whole four-year term as 
president and criticised 
those who sought political 
advantage while he was 
awaiting a heart bypass 
operation set for late 
November. 

The welfare of ■ the 
Russian people “calls for' 
everybody to unite- — par- 
liament, the government, 
the presidential administra- 
tion, regional leaders and 
representatives of the vari- 
ous political parties and 
social and political move- 
ments/' Mr. Yeltsin said. 

‘1 will secure agreement, 
between the power struc- 
tures and unite their 
efforts." he pledged, citing 
his recent move to hold reg" 
ular meetings of senior offi- 
cials from the government, 
presidential administration 
and parliament. 

‘Agreement between the 
power structures must be 
accompanied by unitv 
throughout society. 
Therefore we must stop 
dividing ourselves into reds 
and whites, - us' and 


‘them’,” said Mr. Yeltsin, 
who was re-elected on July 
3, beating Communist 
leader Gennady Zyuganov. 

Despite several setbacks 
for pro- Yeltsin candidates 
in regional elections recent- 
ly, the Russian leader 
vowed to “cooperate as 
closely as possible” with 
regional governors. The 
local elections are to contin- 
ue until mid-January. 

Since early October Mr. 
Yeltsin has been resting at 
Barvikha. an official resi- 
dence just west of Moscow, 
and political rivalry in the 
Kremlin has intensified in 
His absence, culminating in 
the ousting of security 
supremo Alexander Lebed 
last week. 

Gen. Lebed has made no 
secret of his presidential 
ambitions, and his dismissal 
failed to silence his war of 
words with the powerful 
Presidential Chief of Staff 
Anatoly Chubais and Prime 
Minister Vikior 

Chernomyrdin. 

Mr. Yeltsin. 65, warned 
his political rivals Friday to 
forget their presidential 
aspirations until his 
Kremlin terra expires in 
2000. 

“I want to remind Russian 
politicians that for the next 
four years, Russia has made 
its choice," Mr. Yeltsin said. 

“It is time to abandon foe 
presidential race, it is time 


to work. Stop foe struggle 
for influence, for posts, stop 
foe criticism and the con- 
stant meetings. Russia is 
going forward and the solu- 
tion to its problems 
demands an understanding 
from society.” 

He vowed to dismiss anv 
officials who spent their 
rime “squabbling instead of 
working." 

in a direct appeal to ordi- 
nary Russians who are more 
concerned about their daily 
bread than political in-fight- 
ing. Mr. Yeltsin said that 
bickering among politicians 
was -'discrediting the au- 
thorities and undermining 

the citizens' trust in the 
state." 

"The problems worrying 
people, the issues on which 
prosperity and sometimes 
even people's lives depend, 
meanwhile remain unre- 
solved.” Mr. Yeltsin added, 
in his third radio address 
since Oct. 3,- 

Mr. Yeltsin had avoided 
public appearances or 
speeches since suffering a 
heart attack just before the 
July 3 second round of the 
presidential elections — his 
third in 15 months. 

Naina Yeltsin said on tele- 
vision Thursday that her 
husband warned to undergo 
his planned heart byp£ s 
operation as soon as possi- 
ble. 


Man impersonated 
police to attract 
women 

MIAMI 1 R 1 — Ahram Zayas 
hoped (ha: dressing up as a 
policeman would attract 
women His impersonation 
was no good he once got a 

ride from two genuine 
Miami police officers and 
turned up at their station foe 
next day (0 thank them. No* 
he in a Dade County jail 
charged with impersonating 
a police officer, use of a 
firearm in j felony, grata 
theft anJ burglary. Police 
spokesman Bill SchwarU 
>jid Mr. Zayas. 22, strofled 
around in a full police uni- 
form and told detectives he 
wanted to impress women.’ 
“You know the old cliche 
that women love men in uni- 
form ? He was wilting to 
break the law to test the foe- 
on.." Mr. Schwartz said. “I'd 
he interested to talk to 
girlfriends to see if & 
worked. It hasn't for mfi/ 
Mr. Schwartz added. Tie 
charges related to foe theft of 
two radios from a construc- 
tion site, which Mr. Zoyas 
allegedly showed up to 
investigate, and possession 
of gun used in the alleged 
impersonation. Mr. Schwartz 
was unable to say when Mr. 
Zayas would appear in coun. 
In July. Mr. Zayas was given 
a ride home by two police 
officers who >aw him walk- 
ing down the street in uni- 
form. He told them his car 
had broken down. The next 
day he appeared at their sta- 
tion at roll-call to thank 
them. 

Composer choked 
by fine for eating 
hamburger 

LILLE. France t'Ri — A 25- 
year-old French composer is 
having trouble digesting the 
results of eating a hamburger 
in his car — a 230- Franc 
!$45» fine levelled by two 
highway policemen. Antoine 
Deneuveille told reporters 
near the northern French city 
of Lille that the citation 
accompanying foe fine read: 
“Driver not in constant posi- 
tion to easily and quickly 
carry out necessary manoeu- 
vres behind wheel. Was eat- 
ing sandwich." Mr. 
Deneuveille said the police- 
men saw him take a bite 
from the hamburger while 
briefly halted at a stop sign 
at a crossroads. He said the 
car was not moving. French 
law requires drivers to keep 
Full control of their cars at all 
times b >t motorists routinely 
use ear telephones w hen dri- 
ving without be-ing stopped 
by police. The bitter com- 
poser said he w ould write a 
pop song about foe incident. 

Sweden blames 
EU for killing of 
turtles 

STOCKHOLM (R) — Some 
1.000 stressed Russian tur- 
tles are in foe soup in 
Sweden, doomed by EU reg- 
ulations. Farm officials said 
1.000 sick turtles detected 
by customs officers would 
have to be destroyed because > 
of rules laid down by 
Brussels. Sweden's agricul- 
tural au-thority. Jordburks- 
verkeL said in a statement 
foe turtles had come from 
Russia but were too ill to be 
returned there. Many had 
died since they arrived and 
most were too stressed by 
their experience to eat. “Al’i 
foe turtles are in a bad way 
and it is considered impossi- 
ble to return them to 
Russia." 

Sex-calls plunge 
Romania Central 
Bank into deficit 

BUCHAREST (RI — Phone 
calls to sexy chat-lines by 
employees have run up huge 
bills for Romania’s Central 
Bank and broadcast authori- 
ty. an independent newspa- 
per reported. "Erotic calls 
punch hole worth millions in 
budget of state institutions," 
the Libertatea daily said in 3 
front-page story. The daily 
said the calls at’the bank had 
been made by guards 0 ® 
long shifts while regular 
staff were foe culprits at tbs v* 
CNA broadcasting authority^ 
They were discovered after* 78 
the state-run telephone co£B" 
pany investigated com- 
plaints that phone bills had 
nsen in recent months by dte 
equivalent of tens of thou' 
sands of dollars. ; 
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Ethnic Tutsi rebels out to seize 


>?^ r ^ l 15 n, *. ,tia ,f t0 P a * on S a mountain path as they withdraw from the frontline some 40 kilometres outside Bukavu. 
Ethnic Tutsi rebels are now in control of territory in South Kivu province. Some 200,000 Rwandan and Burundian 
refugees are now thought to have fled the fighting < Reuter photo ) 


Cuba missile crisis tapes 


reveal a cautious Kennedy 


BOSTON (R) — A cautious U.S. President 
John F. Kennedy repeatedly resisted calls 
JfcPHi his mi I i tan’ advisers for an attack on 
d^jrt>adUring the 1962 missile crisis, accord- 
farg; to White House recordings released 
Thursday. 

Declassified and released to the public 
exactly. 34 years after the October 1962 
confrontation, the secret 15 hours and 19 
minutes of recordings give historians a 
fuller picture of the Kennedy Whire'House. 

The recordings include meetings in the 
Oval Office and cabinet room from Oct. 1 8- 
29, just after spy plane photographs re- 
vealed the former Soviet Union was 
installing offensive nuclear missile sites in 
Cuba. 145 kilometres from Florida. 

In an Oct. 19 meeting with the Joint 
Chiefs of Staff and Defence Secretary Ro- 
bert McNamara. Kennedy concluded that 
an air strike against Cuba would give the 
Soviets a “clear line” to invade Bedim 

Minutes later. U.S. Air Force Chief of 
Staff Gen. Curtis Lemay compared a pro- 
posed naval blockade with Western ap- 
peasement of Nazi Germany before World 
War 11. 


By Oct. 23. the president decided on the 


blockade around Cuba to try to force the 
Soviets to disraanrle the nuclear sites and 
remove all offensive weapons from the 
island. 

“What we are doing is throwing down a 
card on the table in a game which we don't 
know the ending of," Kennedy said at the 
meeting. 

• Rare emotional outbursts in otherwise 
calm discussions during the tense period 
reveal just how close the two superpowers 
came to a nuclear exchange. 

“My God ... I think it was very significant 
that we were here this morning. We passed 
the one contingency — an immediate, sud- 
den. irrational ( nuclear i strike (bv the 
Soviets).” U.S. Secretary' of State Dean 
Rusk said on Oct. 23, 

The day after Kennedy announced to the 


world the Soviet missile buiid-up. 

An unidentified speaker, referring to the 
president's brother. U.S. Attorney General 
Robert Kennedy, said at one meeting on a 
possible U.S. invasion of Cuba: "Suppose 
we make Bobby mayor of Havana?" 

At another point, there was laughter in the 
cabinet room when Kennedy speculated the 
United States would stop a Soviet ship 
headed for Cuba, tow it to a U.S. port for 
inspection before discovering it only con- 
tained baby food. 

The Cuban missile crisis was defused on 
Oct. 28 when Soviet leader Nikita Khrush- 
chev agreed to remove nuclear weapons 
from Cuba. 

For national security reasons. 27 minures 
of the recordings, released by the John F. 
Kennedy Library in Boston, were deleted of 
references to intelligence sources and meth- 
ods. said library foreign policy architect 
Stephanie Fawcett. . 

The tapes were likely installed-forTCert- 
nedv's memoirs and were activated by hid- 
den switches at his desk in the Oval Office 
and at his chair in the cabinet room, she 
said. 

The crude recordings are sometimes inde- 
cipherable. catching squeaking chairs, pipes 
being banged on ashtrays, and other outside 
noises. They were probably done with only 
the president's knowledge. Ms. Fawcen 
said. 

“The chances are there are no blockbuster 
(revelations), considering it's been 34 
years, but what you will get is the president 
in action,” Ms. Fawcett told reporters at the 
library'. 

"You are literally a fly on the wall." 

More than 200 hours of Kennedy White 
House recordings from July 1962 to just 
weeks before he was assassinated in 
November 1963 were expected to be 
declassified over the next five years under a 
1995 federal law requiring swift release of 
all sensitive materials, Ms. Fawcett said. 


Police shooting at traffic stop 


sparks riot in Florida city 




MIAMI. Florida (AFP) — 
Fires blazed around the cen- 
tral Florida city of Sl Pe- 
tersburg and angry rioters 
threw rocks and bottles at 
police and reporters late 
Thursday after a police 
shooting with racial over- 
tones. 

At the height of the vio- 
lence. 300 to 500 officers 
were deployed in the area, 
including those from two 
neighboring counties and 
the highway patrol, said St. 
Petersburg police spokes- 
woman Lilia Davis. 

“They are in riot gear 
now. I'm not sure if we re 
going to remain that way. 
I'm hoping that the situa- 
tion will have calmed 
.down,” said Ms. Davis. "I 
hope and pray that this 
doesn’t continue on through 
the weekend." 

Cross racial police shoot- 
ings or beatings have 
paused riots in such diverse 
cities as Miami, Los Ange- 
les and Washington in the 
past 10 years. 

The shooting of a Hispa- 
nic man by a black police 
officer caused riots in Wa- 
shington in 1991. in Los 
i Angeles the following year 
* jriots broke out after white 
cops accused of beating a 
black motorist were acquit- 
ted. 

This most recent incident 
^jegan about 5:30 p.m. 
p£ 130 GMT), when a white 


police officer shot and 
killed a black man during a 
traffic stop, said Ms. Davis. 

"A crowd of 300 or 400 
started gathering and threw 
rocks and bottles at the 
police." said Ms. Davis. 

Journalists who rushed to 
the primarily black and 
poor neighbourhood were 
also attacked, and a media 
truck was one of at least 
three vehicles that were 
torched, said Ms. Davis. 

"It's just utter chaos." said 
a police dispatcher. “We 
have officers injured, quite 
a few of them." 

Thick smoke towered 
over a 20-block area as 
an sn' rioters set fire to a 
post office, furniture store, 
food market and several 
homes. 

Officer in riot gear and 
carrying plastic shields to 
fend off debris and rocks 
tried to contain the violence 
bv barricading streets. 

“It's scary." said resident 
Scott Comrie. “You can see 
police getting knocked 
Jown. mothers running with 
their children, and cars and 
buildings on fire." 

Six police, one firefighter 
and four reporters were 
among the 12 to 14 people 
injured, but none seriously, 
said Ms. Davis. 

Riot police formed a peri- 
-nieter around the area, and 
firefighters were unable to 
set near the blazes bacause 


of the violence. 

The worst came between 
7 p.m and 9 p.m. (2300 
GMT to 0100 GMT) and 
the city* largely returned to 
calm by 10 p.m. (0200 
GMT), said Ms. Davis. 

About 20 people were 
arrested “for inciting a riot." 
she said. 

The incident began when 
officers pursued a speeding 
car with two people inside. 
The car stopped, but as offi- 
cers walked up to it. the car 
jumped forward and struck 
an officer. 

Officer Jim Knight, a 34- 
year-old, eight-year veteran 
of the force, opened fire and 
struck the driver, who died 
on the way to the hospital. 

Officer Knight is now the 
subject of a criminal inves- 
tigation. said Ms. Davis, 
who said he had been a 
patrol officer in St. Peters- 
burgh and a community 
policing officer. 

Perkins Shelton, a local 
leader and former National 
Association for the Advance- 
mem of Coloured People 
(NAACP) branch official, 
said that the city problems 
such as racism, a polarised 
society and drugs lay the 
groundwork for the riot. 

“St. Petersburg is no differ- 
ent from the rest of America. 
You’d have to be black in Sl 
P etersburg to feel it. It’s 
something you have to live 
with even' dav." he said. 


Burma: 


Suu Kyi not 
restricted , 
aide is still 


held 


RANGOON iRi — Bur- 
mese democracy leader 
Aung San Suu Kyi is free 
to leave her house although 
earlier this week she was 
urged to stay inside to 
avoid meeting student pro- 
testers. a senior govern- 
ment official said Friday. 

Diplomats had quoted 
senior National League for 
Democracy (NLD) party 
official Tin Oo as saying 
this week that Ms. Suu 
Kyi, who was -released 
from- ’six years 1 of house 
arrest in July last year, had 
be£n confined to her com- 
pound. 

But the government offi- 
cial told Reuters: "People 
in charge of security, our 
people and those from the 
NLD, suggested to her it 
was not safe for her to go 
out because lads were hav- 


ing a sit-in protest at a 
junction nearby. 

“She understood and she 
complied. But there are no 
restrictions on her at all,” 
he added. 

Ms. Suu Kyi could not be 
reached for comment as a 
road reading to her house 
has been blocked with bar- 
ricades manned by security 
police and her telephone 
line has apparently been 
cut. 


The official also said Kyi 
Maung. NLD deputy chair- 
man and close aide to the 
Nobel Peace laureate, was 
still being held for ques- 
tioning Friday by the mili- 
tary government for his 
role in the protest staged 
this week. 

Up to 1. 000 university 
students held a rare sit-in 
protest early Wednesday at 
an intersection about two 
kilometres from Ms. Suu 
Kyi’s residence. 

Mr. Kyi Maung was 
detained for questioning 
Wednesday for his role in 
the protests after he was 
seen speaking to two stu- 
dents before the demon- 
stration. 

The official said Mr. Kyi 
Maung had been detained 
at a government guest 
house. 

He did not say when Mr. 
Kyi Maung would be 
released. 

“He is not in prison.” the 
official said. 

The students staged the 
demonstration to protest 
against the ruling State 
Law and Order Restoration 
Council’s (SLORC) and its 
handling of a recent scuffle 
involving students at a 
food stall. 

The United Stares. Bri- 
tain and human rights or- 
ganisation Amnesty Inter- 
national have called for the 
immediate release of Mr. 
Kyi Maung. who was in 
Rangoon’s infamous lnsein 
Prison from 1990 to 1995 
for- his role in democracy 
movement activities in 
Burma. 


Bukavu, oust Zairean leader 


KIGALI (AFP) — Ethnic 
Tutsi rebels fighting 
Zairean government troops 
intend to” capture the town 
of Bukavu. capital of South 
Kivu province, and want to 
topple President Mobutu 
Scse Sefco, a rebel 
spokesman said Friday. 

A spokesman for the 
Banyumutenge rebels made 
the statement in the 
Rwandan capital Kigali as 
relief workers said armed 
ethnic Tutsis were Friday 
fighting soldiers on the out- 
skirts of Uvira, south of 
Bukavu. 

Muller Ruhimbika, 
spokesman for the Banya- 
mulcnge's Democratic Al- 
liance of the People (ADP). 
said that the ethnic Tutsis of 
Rwandan origin had cap- 
rured several towns in east- 
ern Zaire and planned to 
link up with forces fighting 
in North Kivu. 

The Banvamulenge were 
effectively in control of the 
port of Uvira on Lake Tan- 
ganyika. whence hundreds 
of thousands of Hutu refu- 
gees fled fighting earlier 
This week, but have not en- 
tered the town because there 
are still women and children 
thede. Mr. Ruhimbika said. 

He added that more than 
1.000 Banyamulenge civil- 


ians had been massacred 
since (he start of the con- 
flict, but there was no inde- 
pendent confirmation of 
this claim. 

“There have not been ma- 
ny deaths among our 
ranks.” he added, in refer- 
ence to the guerrillas. 

Humanitarian sources in 
Bujumbura, capital of Bu- 
rundi which borders on the 
Vint region, said Banyamu- 
lenge rebels had during the 
night fired mortar shells at 
the town, 30 kilometres 
from Bujumbura on the op- 
posite shore of Lake Tan- 
ganyika. 

“Uvira Ls probably going 
to fall. Inhabitants are cur- 
rently fleeing southwards. 
Very few are coming to Bu- 
rundi,” one source said. 

Those fighting the Zairean 
army were not only Banya- 
mulenge but also other 
tribes in Zaire, grouped in 
three opposition partias. the 
Popular Revolutionary Par- 
ty (PRP). the National Re- 
sistance Council for De- 
mocracy (CNRD) and the 
Revolutionary Movement 
for the Liberation of Zaire 
(MRLZ). Mr. Ruhimbika 
.said. 

They have formed an 
alliance, he said. 

“We are not fighting for 


the Kivu region, but the 
whole of Zaire.” he added. 
“Mobutu must go” 

Marshal Mobutu is cur- 
rently in Lausanne. Switzer- 
land," recovering from an 
operation for prostate can- 
cer. Iron ruler of his sprawl- 
ing country since 1965. he 
has been absent as strife 
between Tutsis and Hutus in 
Rwanda and Burundi has 
triggered the fighting in 
eastern Zaire. 

More than a million Hutu 
refugees from the two cen- 
tral "African countries are 
camped in eastern Zaire, 
many of them Rwandans 
reluctant to return home for 
fear of reprisals for the 1 994 
genocide of Tutsis and 
moderate Hums before the 
Tutsi-led Rwandan Patriotic 
Front (RPF) won a civil war 
that year. 

Burundi is in the grip of a 
guerrilla war between Hutu 
extremists and a Tutsi-dom- 
inated regime and army. 

Zaire has accused both 
countries of sending troops 
lo fight alongside the Ban- 
yamulenge, who. according 
to Mr. Ruhimbika. are now 
Zaireans. The Kigali and 
Bujumbura regimes have 
denied this. 

Mr. Ruhimbika said the 
Tutsi rebels neither wanted 


to secede nor to set up the 
“Hima (Tutsi) empire" 
feared by the Hums and 
Bantus of the Great Likes 


region. 

"We want our Zairean na- 
tionality recognised." he 
said. "We did not have any 
other political objectives, 
but of course, now that we 
have been joined by other 
forces, things have 
changed.” 

The ADP spokesman 
added that a potential meet- 
ing between Zairean Prime 
Minister Kcngo Wa Dondo 
and Rwandan RPF leader, 
Vice-President and Defence 
Minister Paul Kasamc "will 


serve no purpose, except 
perhaps to thaw relation* 
between the two countries.” 

European and U.S. diplo- 
mats have been making 
intensive efforts to bring 
about talks to prevent the 
whole region from plunging 
into warfare and stop a mas- 
sive humanitarian crisis. 

“The Kinshasa authorities 
must negotiate with us." Mr. 
Ruhimbika said. “In the 
next two months, other 


groups are going to rise up 
elsewhere. Mobutu knows 
that." 


California fires contained, but new wind fears 


LOS ANGELES (R) — 
Firefighters were dose to 
controlling a series of dev- 
astating wildfires in south- 
ern California Thursday but 
feared hot desert winds over 
the w’eekend could spark 
more blazes. 

Fire crews mopped up as 
the main Padfic Coast high- 
way near Malibu and roads 
through the Santa Monica 
Mountains opened to rush- 
hour traffic after three days. 
The wind-blown wildfires 
erupted: Monday frorar the 
movie star colony of Malibu 
to mountains along- the : 
Mexican border, destroying 
or damaging more than 100 
homes, injuring II people 
and burning some 35.000 
acres (14.000 hecrares) of 
land. 

Firefighters said the blaze 
in Malibu, which burned 
nearly 15.000 acres (6,000 
hectares), was 80 per cent 
contained Thursday morn- 
ing and there were no more 
flames. The huge fire that 


destroyed 80 homes further 
south near the town of 
Carlsbad was expected to be 
fully contained by Thursday 
evening, the California De- 
partment of Forestry said. 

Firefighters said a blaze' 
near the Mexican border at 
Oiay mountain was 50 per 
cent contained. No homes 
were threatened. 

Despite gaining die upper 
hand, uuthorites were brac- 
ing for a possible flare-up at 
the weekend, when hot San- 
ta-Ana winds were expected 
to ltick up again/ ’ •• -■ 

"At this point it appears 
that Saturday 1 and Sunday 
will be the peak of the Santa 
Ana event,” the National 
Weather Service said. It pre- 
dicted winds of 30-40 mph 
(4-8-64 kph) with gusts of 
more than 60 mph (96 kph). 

One fireman seriously 
burned Tuesday when a 
wall of flames jumped a 
road in a canyon north of 
Los Angeles was to undergo 
surgery Friday. He suffered 


bums over 60 per cent of his 
body and respiratory prob- 
lems. 

On Wednesday, President 
Bill Clinton declared por- 
tions of California a disaster 
area because of the wild- 
fires. "Due to the devastat- 
ing effects of the southern 
California fires. I am dec- 
laring that a major emer- 
gency exists in the state," he 
said in a statement issued by 
the White House. 

"As a result, federal funds 
will begin to flow immedi- 
ately to the people and com- 
munities ... Affected by this 
tragedy." Mr. Clinton’ said. 
The action makes federal 
aid available to Los Ange- 
les. Orange and San Diego 
counties. 

A troublesome fire in the 
scenic big sur area on the 
central California coast 
grew to 2,750 acres (1,100 
hectares) Thursday, forcing 
the evacuation of campers 
from Pfeiffer Big Sur State 
Park and of guests from the 


Big Sur Lodge in the park, 
officials said. 

Firefighters thought they 
had the fire almost con- 
tained earlier this week, but 
it jumped fire lines and 
spread quickly in rugged.' 
inaccessible forest and 
brush. It was only 25 per 
cent contained Thursday, 
said Juanita Freel. a spokes- 
woman for the U.S. forest 


service. 

"It- seems to be really dif- 
ficult to get. a handle on. 
This area is very notorious 
for that,” Ms. -Reel said.' J 

Some 1,884 firefighters 
were battling the blaze, bur- 
ning about 150 miles (240 
Jems) south of San Francis- 
co. Strike teams were pro- 
tecting homes that could be 
threatened by the fire, Ms. 
Freel said. So far, only one 
travel trailer has been des- 
troyed and two firefighters 
have been injured, she said. 


Ghali calls for larger U.N. role to fight terrorism 


UNITED NATIONS (AFP) 
— U.N. Secretary General 
Boutros Ghali called Thurs- 
day for a binding interna- 
tional agreement that would 
commit states to steps 
aimed at ending global ter- 
rorism. 

"The time has come for 
the International Communi- 
ty to work toward the 
achievement of a general 
international instrument of a 
binding nature against ter- 
rorism,”Dr. Ghali said in a 
speech at Harvard Univer- 
sity in Massachusetts. 

"For lack of international 
agreement on tho legal 


framework for the fight 
against international terror- 
ism, the approach adopted 
so far has been sectoral and 
partial." 

He said the United Na- 
tions can help bring states 
together in the fight and 
provide a legal framework 
for ami-terrorist measures. 

Dr. Ghali told the Ken- 
nedy School of government 
audience the fight against 
terrorism has a personal 
side, because his grandfa- 
ther, the prime minister of 
Egypt, was assassinated by 
terrorists. 

And “1 was with t Egyp- 


tian) President Anwar Sadat 
on his historic trip to Jeru- 
salem, to Camp David, and 
at the signing of the treaty 
of peace between Egypt and 
Israel. For these achieve- 
ments, President Sadat was 
assassinated by terrorists 
and 1 have to live with this 
threat," he said. 

He said that while terror- 
ism has been around 
through history, it has 
changed in recent years. 

"In the cold war years, ter- 
rorists were primarily moti- 
vated by ideology,” Dr. 
Ghali said in the speech, the 
text of which was released 


here. 

"They carried out terror in 
order to claim credit and 
gain attention for their 
cause. 

‘Today, terrorists motivat- 
ed by religious extremism 
may care nothing for pub- 
licity. Their silence makes 
them all the more difficult 
to locate." 

Dr. Ghali said that the 
U.N., as the hub of interna- 
tional cooperation, is the 
best forum to ensure that the 
"antiterrorist struggle is not 
pursued at the expense of 
human rights.” 


Italy renews call for United Nations reform 


ROME (R) — Italy made a new call Thursday for reform of 
the United Nations, saying the world body was in need of 
greater democracy and increased efficiency. 

In a message to Secretary-General Boutros Ghali to mark 
United Nations Day, President Oscar Luigi Scalfaro said 
the aims and objectives on which the U.N. was founded 
after World War J1 remained valid. But he added: 

“The instruments and the way of operating in die U.N. 
have got to be brought up to date with new challenges and 
new tasks. 

"In particular, reforms which will ensure greater democ- 
racy, more equal geographic representation, efficiency and 
transparency need to be adopted." 

He said greater efficiency could be achieved only if all 
member states were involved "giving them the chance...to 


make their own voice heard in all major decisinn-makins 
bodies" regardless of their size or geographical location. ~ 
Italy has long proposed a reform of the U.N. Securitv 
Council by adding to the system of five permanent mem- 
bers — Britain. China, France, Russia and the United Slate* 
— with veto powers and 10 rotating members which serve 
for two year terms. Italy is currently one of the 10. 

It wants a third tier added of 20 countries, of which it 
would be one, which would rotate every two years in two 
groups as semi-permanent members. 

“We... have to stimulate a bigger involvement of all coun- 
tries. big and small, through a rotation mechanism," 
Foreign Minister Lambeno Dini said in a speech in Rome 
Thursday night devoted to U.N. reform. 


Punishment sought for Venezuela jail fire culprits 


CARACAS (R) — Three 
national guardsmen who 
seem to have deliberately 
started a fire that killed 25 
inmates in a crowded Vene- 
zuelan jail cell must be 
brought to justice, officials 
and human rights groups 
said Thursday. 

“There’s proof that these 
three guards locked the 
door, lobbed in tear gas can- 
isters and that these set fire 
to the mattresses," Justice 
Minister Henrique Meier 
told Reuters in a brief tele- 
phone interview. 

Mr. Meier said police tests 


had shown that the tear gas 
canisters had created the 
sparks that started tuesday’s 
fire at La Planta jail in 
southwestern Caracas. 

‘There is sufficient proof 
and the guilty must be pun- 
ished,” Mr. Meier said. 

Prisoners have said the 
fire began after an argument 
broke out between inmates 
and guards during an early 
morning roll call. About 40 
inmates were trapped inside 
the small cell. 

Some prisoners managed 
to crawl to safety through a 
small hole in the roof. The 


rest died engulfed in flames. 

Tl was a totally arbitrary, 
inhumane and unforgivable 
act," Mr. Meier said. 

"pie mother of one victim 
said guards had told inmates 
last week they would carry 
out a massacre. "He told us 
that they were afraid be- 
cause a guard told them he 
was going to bum them 
alive,” Carmen Sanchez 
told Union radio. 

But rights activists said 
that even overwhelming 
evidence may not be 
enough to bring those res- 
ponsible to justice. “Our 


fear is that after one to two 
years they will be free.'* 
Raul Cubas, general coordi- 
nator of local rights group 
Provea, told Reuters. 

"As normally the justice 
here doesn't punish officials 
who violate human rights 
they don’t fear the conse- 
quences of their actions.” 
Mr. Cubas said. 

Apart from the military 
trial, two civil courts have 
opened investigations into 
the tragedy, creating confu- 
sion and a conflict of inter- 
ests. activists said. 
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Defining future bonds 

THE FULL impact of President Jacques Chirac's 
visit to the Middle East cannot be instantly mea- 
sured or assessed since its dimensions transcend the 
immediate concerns of the peace process and touch 
upon issues that have seldom been aired out or 
addressed with such depth as outlined by him. 
t When the French president raised the religious fac- 

■ tor in the relationship between the West and this 
part of the world and the inter-dependence between 
the three monotheistic faiths, he has in effect under- 

, scored the depth and full import of this religious 
and cultural relationship and gave it an added sig- 
nificance in the context of the ongoing search for 
permanent solutions to the conflicts of the region. 
By rejecting altogether the thesis of sceptics and 
pessimists that the conflict between different reli- 
gions and cultures is inevitable, Mr. Chirac has con- 
vincingly dismissed the doomsday scenario between 
Islam and Christianity in particular. By outlining 
the link between the three major religions of the 
: world and their common denominators. President 
Chirac has effectively presented religion as a posi- 
tive element that is potentially supportive of peace 
‘ in the region rather than as an inevitable divisive 
' issue. 

■ This submission is a major .contribution by the 
French president to inter-faith dialogue that stands 
to lay the groundwork for both an effective and 
lasting peace between the peoples of the area and 
constructive relations between the West and the 

, Near East. Islam, Christianity and Judaism, the 
1: , 0 president emphasised at his joint press conference 
fl ,'" r ...with Hi^Slajesty King Hussein at the conclusion of 
his offl^fckvisit to the country' on Thursday, are 
destined to reach a common ground wherever they 
may exist especially in the Mediterranean basin 
, because they share more common values than dif- 
' ferences. By way of a historical footnote. Mr. 

1 Chirac also drew attention to the early valued con- 
tributions of Islam to the Western civilisation in sci- 
ence, mathematics, astronomy, music, engineering, 
humanities and philosophy and the contemporary 
support that that Western civilisation has made to 
the modern Arab World. This inter-action, the 
president inferred, must continue so that the peo- 
ples of the three monotheistic faiths can forge not 
only peaceful but also mutually beneficial relation- 
' ships on all levels. 

We must voice our deep and profound apprecia- 
. tion of Mr. Chirac's injection of the religious and 
cultural factors in the quest for a lasting peace 
, regime in the Middle East and for more broadly 
] based contacts between Islam and Christianity. We 
i say so out of recognition and appreciation of the 
* proposition that there can be no true peace between 
the peoples of the region in the absence of a con- 
structive and positive dialogue between Islam, 
Christianity and Judaism. Peace in the Middle East 
requires a culture for peace and this calls for con- 
tinued dialogue and understanding among the 
three worldly faiths. 


ARABIC PRESS COMMENTARIES 


WITH THE visit of President Chirac to the Middle 
East, France has marked its reentry into the region, 
determined to help its people to pursue the course of 
peace, security and stability, said Sultan Hattab who 
i writes for A1 Ra'i daily. Unlike the United States, 
i France is keen on following a stable and balanced role 
j in the Arab-Israeli arena and it is assuming this role 
I with bravery, clarity and honesty, said the writer. 
: Referring to the French president's visit to Israel, the 
writer said be was brave enough to tell the Israelis that 
j the time has come for the creation of a Palestinian state 
| without which there can be no peace in the whole 
: region and that security cannot be maintained by force 
i but rather by compliance with the requirements of a just 
j and durable peace. Now thai the Arab and French posi- 
1 lions vis-a-vis the Middle East question are almost 
identical, the .Arabs are urged to put their weight behind 
the brave French leader and his government's drive to 
achieve a lasting peace and restore for the Palestinians 
their rights in their homeland. 

AL DUST0UR daily discussed the French-Jordanian 
economic relations, paying tribute to France's contin- 
ued assistance to the Kingdom which, in 1996 alone, 
has amounted to 80 million francs. The paper lauded 
France's contribution to rhe implementation of 
Jordanian economic schemes and its help to Jordan in 
j the wake of the Gulf crisis which brought heavy bur- 
dens to the Jingdom. Motivated by the drive to help 
; enhance the peace process, France has been very gen- 
: erous with the countries of this region at the economic 
level which, the paper said, is an essential element for 
building peace. The paper said Jordanian-French eco- 
nomic cooperation will continue as it has vast opportu- 
nities ahead, leading to a genuine partnership not only 
between the Kingdom and France but rather between 
Jordan and the rest of the European nations. 


Jordanian Perspec tive 

Chirac’s visit 


Bv Dr. Musa Keilani ; 

* i 

could mean reshaping ; 


of EU role in Mideast peace process 


THE EVENT of last week in the Middle East was. of 
course, the visit of French President Jacques Chirac who 
forcefully sought to add a strong colour to the European 
involvement in Arab-Israeli peacemaking. No doubt the 
French political positions and support for the legitimate 
Arab causes were why Mr. Chirac was given a hero's wel- 
come in Syria, infuriated Israeli security forces in .Arab 
East Jerusalem, was warmly greeted in the Palestinian ter- 
ritories and given perhaps the most enthusiastic greeting 
and treatment chat Jordan every accorded to a visiting head 
of state. 

Of course. President Chirac is a very dear friend of 
Jordan. We had always expected him to adopt a fair-hand- 
ed approach in the Middle East and he did not disappoint 
us either. In fact, his clear and blunt calls on Israel to 
accept Palestinian independence and withdraw from 
Syria's Golan Heights, as well as South Lebanon, estab- 
lished beyond any doubt that France stands solidly behind 
the just Arab demands for justice and international legiti- 
macy as the basts of any peace settlement with Israel. 

Beyond the Middle East peace process, Mr. Chirac made 
a strong case against an eternal .continuation of the inter- 
national sanctions against Iraq, by affirming that an end to 
the crippling embargo against that country should come as 
and when Baghdad fulfills its commitment under the rele- 
vant Security Council resolutions and nothing else. 
Obviously, he was implicitly referring to additional U.S.- 
Lmposed terms and conditions, albeit ambiguous, on 
Baghdad outside the framework of the United Nations. 

The Chirac visit has indeed left behind strong waves in 
the Middle East peace process. But what will their effects 
be? 

Are the U.S. and Israel going to accept a strong European 


Union (BUl role in Arab-Israeli peacemaking, knowing 
very well that such a role would actually correct the imbal- 
ance against the Arabs? We all know that the EU is not 
demanding to physically participate in Arab-Israeli peace 
negotiations but only that its political views are taken into 
consideration while Israeli tries to push its U.S.-backed 
ideas down the Arab throat. The collective Amertcan- 
Israeli refusal to even entertain any idea of enhancing the 
EU role bevond chat of a banker in the peace process 
speaks volumes for the U.S. and Israeli perceptions of any 
settlement with the Arabs, particularly the Palestinians. 

Another nesative factor in any EU quest to advance the 
European role in Arab-Israeli peacemaking are the differ- 
ences among EU member states themselves over the issue. 
At least one prominent member of the union has made it 
abundantly clear that it does not subscribe to the French- 
led initiative and has no intention whatsoever to support it 
in broader EU discussions on the subject. 

We do not know how far Mr. Chirac will be successful in 
convincing his counterparts in the EU that, given the key 
European Interests and traditionally strong European ties 
with the Middle East, the bloc should not take a secondary- 
role to anyone in the region and continue to write out 
cheques tosupport whatever agreements resulting from the 
U.S. -dominated peace negotiations. 

At this moment, when the Israelis and Palestinians are 
thrashing out a security deal over Hebron, a European role 
may nof seem extremely relevant because the Hebron 
accord, per se. is secondary'. What we definitely need, 
however, is a strong European involvement in the Israeli- 
Palestinian final status negotiations that would seek solu- 
tions to the core questions that remain unanswered over 
the fate of refugees. Jewish settlements and the status of 


Jerusalem. ; 

We could only hope that some formula could be found to . 
bring about a strong EU role in the final status negotia- j 
lions, whether the LkS. and Israel like it or not. There can- ! 
not be any alternative to such an EU role, given that we in i 
Jordan and the Arab and Muslim worlds at large cannot ! 
simply sit back and lei Israelis dictate their take-it-or- j 
leave-it terms to the Palestinians on the thorny problems . 
like refugees. Jewish settlements and Jerusalem. ’ 

We could only see as naive the American rejection of 1 
such EU involvement. Washington should appreciate that { 
any just solution to the Middle East conflict should address j 
the legitimate Arab demands and that if the U.S.. because ] 
of domestic politics, cannot pressure Israel, then it should ! 
implicitly make room for someone who can and will. If the ! 
U.S. could in fact tum iis thinking in this direction, that j 
will be a turning point in Arab-Israeli peacemaking. . 

On the bilateral front. President Chirac’s visit to Jordan : 
helped consolidate Amman-Paris relations and economic jr 
cooperation. In addition, there is the implicit promise that j 
Jordan secured from France that Paris stands ready to help i 
the Kingdom further as and when circumstances warrant- j 
ed such action. Such a commitment from friends like t 
France is very important for Jordan to face any cventuaii- | 
tv in the course of advancing its quest to achieve the goals J 
of its economic reform programme. 

On the whole, we Jordanians have every reason to be i 
fully satisfied with the visit of the French president and to ‘ 
entertain hopes that the outcome Mr. Chirac’s talks with ! 
the leaders of the region would be a forceful factor in J 
reshaping not only European policies vis-a-vis. the Middle j 
East but also in shaping a new European involvement in ; 
the .Arab-Israeli peacemaking. : 



THE WEEK IN PRINT 


‘France keen on safeguarding 
the principles of justice, 
freedom and peace for all people’ 


REVIEWED BV 
ELIA NASRALLAH 

. THE LOCAL Arabic. 
dailies n/ afcorded Trench 
President Jacques Chirac a 
warm welcome, with near- 
ly all their columnists 
lauding France’s endeav- 
ours to help the 
Palestinians regain their 
legitimate rights and help 
the Arab countries enjoy 
durable peace. The news- 
papers also discussed 
Israel's procrastination to 
impleraentat agreements 
with the Palestinians and 
dealt with a number of 
domestic affairs. 

Discussing Mr. Chirac's 
address to the Parliament. 
AJ Ra’i Arabic daily 
described it as historic and 
coming from a man who 
truly represents the spirit 
of the French revolution 
and is marked by a spirit 
with which the Arab 
Nation has much in com- 
mon. 

The paper said that the 
president shed light on 
historical facts about the 
region and the historic and 
cultural links between the 
Arabs and the Europeans 
over the past centuries, 
stressing that France has 
proved to be keen on safe- 
guarding the principles of 
justice, freedom and peace 
for all people. 

Writing under the title 
“What we require from 
Chirac". Fahed Fanek, a 
writer for AJ Ra'i. said that 
Jordan is keen on protect- 
ing its interests and hopes 
that the French leader 
would extend a helping 
hand. We want France to 
grant us economic and 
technological assistance, 
but. at the same time, we 
should give France prefer- 
ence over other countries 
in trade and we want 
France to explicitly and 
practically express its con- 
fidence in our country 7 and 
do ail it can to bolster our 
national economy in the 
industrial, agricultural and 
other fields, said the 
writer. We want France to 
write off Jordan’s debts to 
the French government 
and we want to have a 
genuine friendship treaty 
with France which would 
guarantee permanent eco- 
nomic and political coop- 
eration. he added. 

Any person in his right 
senses in the Arab World 
cannot but warmly wel- 
come France's reentry into 
the Middl.e East region to 


counter the U.S.-Israeli 
hegemony and to help put 
an- end to Israel's arro- 
gance, said . Yasser 
, Zaatreh. a writer for Al 
Dustour. 

Mr. Chirac's visit to the 
region and his open and 
explicit policies in support 
of the Palestinians and 
their rights speak for 
themselves and prove to 
the world that Europe 
stands against aggression 
and occupation, said the 
writer. He added that Mr. 
Chirac's open support for 
a Palestinian state, his 
stand against Israel’s 
aggression on Lebanon in 
April of this year and his 
endeavours to lift sanc- 
tions imposed on Iraq pro- 
vide clear evidence of 
France's new stand. 

The writer said that Mr. 
Chirac's policies are 
bound to be confronted by 
the strong Jewish lobby 
inside France and so the 
Arab states are required to 
stand behind the French 
president and his govern- 
ment to help him defeat 
the hostile forces at home. 
Yousef MahmoUd. a writer 
for Al Ra’i, referred in an 
article to Mr. Chirac's 
clear statements during his 
visit to Palestine and said 
that the French leader has 
openly declared his coun- 
ty's support for an inde- 
pendent Palestinian state, 
an end to Jewish settle- 
ment programmes and an 
end to occupation. 

The writer said that the 
Arab Nation as a whole 
deeply appreciates the 
French president’s stands 
which support Arab rights 
and world justice and they 
will never forget France’s 
economic assistance to the 
Arabs, in general, and 
Jordan and the 
Palestinians in particular. 
Hamadeh Faraaneh, a 
writer for AJ Dustour, 
referred to Mr. Chirac’s 
visit to the occupied Arab 
lands in Palestine and the 
shameliil Israeli behaviour 
towards the French leader 
and said that the Israelis 
have displayed their hos- 
tile attitude to the presi- 
dent who openly supports 
the principles of justice. 
The writer said that indeed 
the French president -and 
his open support for the 
Palestinians have dis- 
turbed the Israelis who 
have been accustomed to 
find absolute support from 
Europe. 

The writer said that France • 
1 


has won respect and 
appreciation from the 
Arabs who displayed a 
warm welcome for rhe 
president because he is 
opening a dialogue 
between his country and 
the .Arab Nation, trying to 
establish peace based on 
justice in the region and 
trying to develop the 
strongest possible eco- 
nomic links with the Arab 
World. 

Despite the opposition of 
the Jewish lobby in France 
and in defiance of the 
Israeli arrogance, the 
French president seems 
determined to pursue his 
even-handed policy and 
support the principles of 
justice, said Mohammad 
Kharroub. a writer’for Al 
Ra'i. 

The writer said that Mr. 
Chirac's tour of the region 
and bis open and candid 
statements about the Arab- 
Israeli conflict and the 
rights of the Palestinians 
serve as a manifestation of 
the French stand. Indeed. 
France’s current role is 
bound to be copied by its 
European allies, added the 
writer. Mr. Chirac’s stand 
gives the Arabs new hope 
that the world community 
will sooner rather than 
later take appropriate steps 
to bring abour justice and 
deal with the problems 
that have kept the Middle 
East in turmoil for 
decades. 

Commenting on the ongo- 
ing Israeli-Palestinian 
negotiations over the 

implementation of the 

Oslo agreements. Ahmad 
Misleh, a writer for Al 
Ra'i, said that these U.S.- 
sponsored negotiations are 
going round in a vicious 
circle and achieving noth- 
ing. 

If the talks are centred on 
the redeployment of 

Israeli forces in Hebron, 
the two sides do not need 
so much time and effort to 
set a plan if the Israelis are 
truly committed to the 
implementation of the 

requirements of peace, 
said the writer. But it 
seems that Israel wants to 
reach a final settlement 
with regard to Hebron at 
this stage and impose its 
.wfitan the Palestinians, 
said the writer who men- 
tioned Israel’s drive to 
reopen the Oslo agree- 
ments with the intention of 
imposing new conditions 
on their adversaries to 
achieve that goal. 


The writer said that the 
Palestinian negotiators, 
who reject Israel’s plans, 
should remain adamant 
arid steadfast and seek a 
final settlement only after 
the redeployment issue 
has been settled. 

A writer for Al Dustour 
said thai the ongoing 
negotiations over Hebron 
do not mean negotiations 
on a final settlement to the 
whole Palestinian prob- 
lem. Of course the 
Palestinians want to see 
the redeployment of 
Israeli forces achieved, 
but they are also deter- 
mined to enter into negoti- 
ations on a final settle- 
ment. said Taher Adwan. 
The final settlement, he 
said, should offer solution 
to the refugees problem, 
the status of Jerusalem and 
the existence of the Jewish 
sente rnents on Arab lands. 
In order to carry out a suc- 
cessful battle over a final 
settlement. the 

Palestinians need to fol- 
low in the footsteps of 
Syria and Egypt, which 
demanded -that no single 
Israeli settlement can 
remain standing on Arab 
soil if peace is to be guar- 
anteed. 

Mohammad Daoud. a 
writer for Al Dustour. 
dwelt on the Amman 
Municipality’s achieve- 
ments in the past few 
years. describing the 
municipal council and the 
mayor as dedicated people 
who realise the actual 
needs of their country and 
the residents of its capital. 
The writer referred in par- 
ticular to the creation of 
public gardens and the 
plantation of large num- 
bers of trees to -stem the 
desertification danger 
coming from the east. 

The municipality is deter- 
mined to green the 
Amman area and its sub- 
urbs and fight off the 
encroachment of the 
desert, he added. The 
writer lauded the munici- 
pality’s efforts to open 
new roads, which are of 
paramount importance for 
an ever-expanding city, 
and its endeavours to build 
a stadium for the eastern 
sections of the capital. He 
said that the residents of 
Amman can only express 
their admiration at these 
numerous achievements. 


East Asia — 
Europeans are 
catching up 

By Gerald Segal ingl> as if it has a hard floor. 

while growing Chinese trade 
HONG KONG — East .Asia, surpluses with the United 
mesmerised by its meteoric States add yet another nasty 
economic growth, might he edge to the Pacific rim's most 
tempted to think that Europe is important, and already much 
a ’ long way from matching troubled, relationship. 

Asia's dynamism. But consider The most unexpected harbin- 
the following scenario: ' - "gcTS come from the success 

The members of the — that several of the old 
European Union (EU) create a economies of the West have 


single currency, reform their 
welfare states and. as their 
large cohort of elderly people 
die ouL emerge with high sav- 
ings rates and culling edge 
expertise in knowledge-based 
industries. 

Contrast this success with a 
future East Asia where the 
demographic bulge is reaching 
its peak. Savings rates have 
fallen, and burdensome wel- 
fare systems will Have to be 
created because traditional 
family support networks in 
Asia break down under the 
strain just as surely as they did 
in Europe. 

Moreover, by stifling democ- 
ratic forces for so long, some 
East Asian societies may be 
poorly placed to produce the 
innovation and creativity nec- 
essary to succeed in the knowl- 
edge- and information-based 
economy of the 21st century. 

To make matters worse, all 
that speculative capital that 
used to wreak havoc with 
European currencies and 
economies may begin shaking 
Asian markets. Agreements 
between central banks in Asia 
to defend one another's curren- 
cies will not ward off the 
attacks because speculators 
will strike several markets 
simultaneously. 

Preposterous? Such a furure 
may be some lime off, but in 
recent months there have been 
portents of what might be. 

The drive by the Asia-Pacific 
Economic Cooperation 
(APEO forum to bring free 
trade and investment to the 
region is flagging. Supporter* 
of APEC activism, including 
the United States and 
Australia, are in retreat. 

The economic outlook for 
East Asia is clouded. Growth 
in many of the region's 
economies is declining, due 
partly to a worldwide down- 
turn in the electronic sector. It 
now appears that trade 
between East Asian countries 
is no protection against global 
economic forces, 

Japan's growth rates have 
tumbled, and South Korea's 
are being revised sharply 
lower. Large current account 
deficits and heavy reliance on 
short-term foreign debt fan 
concerns about Mexico-type 
crises in Indonesia and espe- 
cially Thailand. East Asia's 
labour costs are rising far 
faster than expected. 

.Chinas vaunted economic 
soft landing" looks inereas- 


had in meeting the challenge of 
reforming their welfare sys- 
tems. New Zealand i* perhaps 
the most striking example of 
how economic recovery has 
followed the swallowing of 
unpleasant medicine. Its elec- 
tions on Saturday will provide 
some indication how democra- 
cies cope with such a drastk^ 
cure. 

Or consider Canada, recently 
derided as a "Third World 
country in the developed 
world." It has also taken swift 
and unpleasant steps to reduce 
debt and the welfare burden. 
Just agreeing to such changes 
was supposed to take a genera- 
tion. But Canada had to act fast 
to preempt a looming threat 
that international bond markets 
would refuse to keep funding 
its deficits. 

In European Union coun- 
tries. once thought by some 
East Asians to be fatally 
afflicted with Euro-sclerosis, 
there are encouraging signs. 
Germany is stoning to take its 
cure and turn the tide in favour 
of welfare reform. Britain, now 
in the top rank of growing 
European economies, can 
claim to have pioneered the 
principles of privatisation, 
labour market flexibility and 
welfare cuts that will be need- . * 
ed to make Europe more con; 
petitive. 5 

Contrary to expectations, the 
key EU players are making 
progress towards meeting th* 
economic conditions for creat- 
ing a single European curren- 
cy. Of course, the Union is still 
some way from a full-blown 
revival of economic power. 
Nor is Europe likely to lecture 
others abour the virtues of 
“European values.*' 

But Asians do have reason to 
wonder whether they are not ■ 
seeing signs that their say al 
the top of the economic growth 
tables may be shorter thM 
expected. As they contemplate 
the lesson of contemporary 
Japan l the sun also sets). East 
Asians might be more willing 
to join Europeans in thinking 
through the prospects of the 
new millennium. 

The writer is a senior fellow 
the International Institute ft* ■ 
Strategic Studies and director 
of Britain j Pacific Asifl 
Programme. This article is 
sprinted from the 
International Herald Tribune. 
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(Continued from page 1) 
Iraqi people. 

President Chirac’s 
remarks at Parliament, par- 
ticularly about Islam, were 
not only welcomed but uko 
highly appreciated by 
Islamists, who hailed the 
Gaullist leader as the only 
Western president who 
spoke the truth and "acquit- 
ted the muslims from so 
many accusations.” 

“Islam is in no way linked 
to religious extremism." 
said President Chirac amid 
loud applause from parlia- 
mentarians and ministers. 
“All religions had and still 
are producing fanatics who 
are tarnishing the message 
of love, peace, and justice 
that is brought by these reli- 
gions.'’ 

"Let us condemn extrem- 
ism and all related doc- 
trines. Let us reject all those 
who endorse violence and 
are trying to create artificial 
boundaries between die 
West and Islam.” Mr. 
Chirac stressed. 

Islamic Action Front 
deputies who boycotted 
U.S. President Bill Clin- 
ton's speech at Parliament 
two years ago. were more 
than enthusiastic to receive 
the French president, “espe- 
cially after the statements 
he made in Israel about the 
need for the establishment 
of a Palestinian state.” said 
LAF Deputy Bassam 
Emoush. 

Islamists not only hailed 
the French president’s "fair 
vision" of Islam and Mus- 
lims but also his stands 
towards Iraq. 

In Parliament and at the 
press conference at the 
Royal Court, President 
Chirac urged that the Iraq- 
U.N. food -for- oil deal be 
implemented as soon as 
possible to alleviate "the 
suffering of Iraqi men. 
women and children.” 
.“There is’, a population 


that is suffering more and 
more and who is experienc- 
ing a worrying physiologi- 
cal condition. It is neces- 
sa f>' therefore io do every- 
thing possible to make sure 
that this dramatic situation 
does not continue,” he said. 

The French president said 
that while Iraq should apply 
United Nations resolutions 
in full. "1 regret that the 
obstacles to the application 
ol Resolution 9S6 (that 
allows Iraq io sell pan of its 
oil for humanitarian needs) 
are (placed) by the two 
sides." 

King Hussein said that 
Jordan hoped Iraq will 
maintain sovereignly over 
its territories. “As far as we 
are concerned, the opportu- 
nities will be there for an 
inter-Iraqi dialogue to solve 
all the problems. A healthy 
Iraq in this region is a 
necessity.” the King said. 

Frence’s recent moves 
and declarations on Iraq 
and the peace process are 
pan and parcel of French- 
European wishes to play a 
more effective political role 
in the region. But Israel, 
which gave a lukewarm 
reception to Mr. Chirac, 
objects to that. The Israelis 
have publicly expressed 
dissatisfaction over recent 
political initiatives by Paris 
and other European Lhtion 
(EU) capitals and rejected 
greater involvement by any 
other than the main peace- 
broker. the U.S. 

The French president, 
said Europe and the U.S. 
are very well informed of 
France’s moves. He did not 
confirm whether Washing- 
ton or Europe are fully 
backing these moves but 
stressed that France was in 
regular contact with all par- 
ties and intends to brief 
them on his visit to the 
Middle East as soon as he 
goes back home. 

“i have informed my 
(European) partners of my 


intentions and my inilia- 
tries. As of tomorrows the 
foreign minister (Herve de 
Charette! will be meeting in 
Lebanon with ambassador 
of the European countries 
to brief (hem on the tour of 
the region.” Mr. Chirac 
said. "(Franco is in regular 
contact with the United 
States and they arc perfect- 
ly informed of our initia- 
tives.” 

To Mr. Chirac. France’s 
initiatives and pro-Arab 
moves stem from and are 
bused upon history and the 
"strategic concept of the 
Mediterranean region.” 

Expressing the King- 
dom's full support to and 
backing uf Frcnch moves 
towards both Iraq and the 
Arab- Israeli peace process, 
the King said: “Our views 
and our analysis of the cur- 
rent situation and what 
requires is one and the 
same. We need France, we 
need your leadership and 
we need friends who have 
the same objectives and 
who will be our partners in 
the future that we seek.’* 

“I’m convinced that the 
large majority of people of 
this region want peace. 
Here as in Europe, war was 
part of our lives. There are 
of course fears and grudges. 
What I think is important 
now is that negotiations 
continue in more appropri- 
ate conditions. The moment 
has come for men of peace 
to move and act. I have no 
doubt that they will ulti- 
mately win.” the King said. 

The King, reiterating Jor- 
dan's stand and efforts 
towards the peace process, 
warned that the enemies of 
peace were threatening the 
stability and security of the 
region. "Security for all are 
confronted by the lack of 
vision of some or the intent 
of others to destroy what 
we have built and will force 
their agenda on ys all. 
bringing, heaven forbid, to 


this region disaster and 
beyond It to the rest of the 
world.” the King said. 
“Peace is so dear to us. It 
has been a lifelong struggle 
io achieve it. And I promise 
you sir that we will do 
everything we can to have 
peace — not at any price, 
but a peace that is based on 
mutual respect that brings 
together all the descendants 
of Abraham.” “1 hope we 
will see progress towards 
the implementation of 
agreements concerned. We 
hope peace would be com- 
prehensive and that Syria 
and Lebanon would be pan 
of it in the times ahead.” 
ln a reply to a question on 
Jordan's role in Jerusalem, 
the King said: “A basic 
point inThe Jordan- Israeli 
peace treaty is that Jordan 
has a special role to play in 
regard to Jerusalem. This 
was not placed there with- 
out a lot of thought.” 

“We have always been 
against any change in the 
city and any tampering with 
the status quo of the city 
until final status negotia- 
tions are concluded satis- 
factorily to all. 

"We at the same time 
have a view-. As we are try- 
ing to push forth through 
meetings of representatives 
of the" three monotheistic 
religions. Jerusalem has to 
be symbol of two realities: 
religious dimension and the 
holy dimension. Jerusalem 
must be above the question 
of sovereignty of any on iL 
It must belong to all of us 
equally and signify the 
unity of all of us.” 

“In terms of the western 
pan that has been the capi- 
tal of Israel, many coun- 
tries, including us. have 
not recognised it because 
there is something missing 
in the equation. The east- 
ern part, occupied in 1967. 
should be the manifestation 
of peace between Palestini- 
ans and Israelis.” 




Islam’s success lies in its ability to 
accommodate diversity — Crown Prince 
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fountainhead, providing the 
-v f rationale for its existence 
- r and accomplishments, but 
there was no desire or 
attempt to obliterate other 
cultures. 

“Islam's success as a 
world religion and civilisa- 
tion testifies to its ability to 
accommodate diversity. 

“The Crown Prince 
explained that the Holy 
Koran links the issue of 
identity to the land where a 
person is born and lives, 
and not to religious affilia- 
tion. 

“The earliest practical 
illustration of religious plu- 
ralism in Islam is a docu- 
ment from the very dawn of 
Muslim history known as 
the Constitution of Medina. 
This articulated the agree- 
ments concluded between 
the Prophet Mohammad 
and the non-Muslim tribes 
of Medina. The constitution 
enabled each party to keep 
its own laws and customs. 
It conferred rights and 
■ obligations of citizenship 
among members of the 
community on the basis of 
residence, and not religious 
belief. The Constitution of 
Medina is thus at base a 
civil code, and a blueprint 
for Islamic pluralism.” the 
Crown Prince said. 


He reminded the audience 
that the sheer breadth of 
Islam’s domains has 
ensured the practice of eth- 
nic pluralism. 

“Although it began as an 
Arab milieu. Islam's assim- 
ilative power united peo- 
ples from China to Spain. 
The influence of Islamic 
civilisation spread even fur- 
ther. Islam became as rich 
and varied as its diverse 
w'orld. it had to adapt to 
local conditions and as I 
have already argued, it 
incorporated many of the 
cultural customs and tradi- 
tions of indigenous soci- 
eties." The lecture was 
attended by Her Royal 
Highness Princess Sarvaih 
Al Hassan and His Royal 
Highness Prince Rashid 
Ben Al Hassan. 

At Leo Baeck Collge, the 
Crown Prince expanded on 
the theme of pluralism in 
Islam, drawing on the his- 
torical lessons of the legacy 
of Al Andalus, which was 
the meeting point for schol- 
ars from different pans of 
the world, with an essence 
singularly its own. 

This essence was distin- 
guished by a broad liberal 
attitude and an openness of 
mind which shunned nar- 
row sectarianism and reli- 
gious bigotry. 

“ ‘The foundations of the 


extraordinary achievements 
of Al Andalus were there- 
fore mutual respect, toler- 
ance and pluralism. I 
believe that this perspective 
embodied the quintessence 
of Islamic culture: for it 
was afraid of neither diver- 
sity nor self-criticism, and 
able to learn from and 
absorb the richness of 
human experience while 
remaining true ro its own 
spirit." 

The Prince acknowledged 
that much has changed in 
the past thousand years, and 
particularly in the last cen- 
tury. 

He added: “But whatever 
the pressures, they must not 
be allowed to obscure the 
underlying bonds that exist 
between the children of 
Abraham. Indeed I believe 
that the spirit of Al 
Andalus. the spirit of 
Sepharad and their heritage 
can do much to illuminate 
our own era. For it is a uni- 
versal heritage, one that 
belongs to all alike and one 
that we would do well to 
learn from. 

To my mind, the authentic 
contemporary expression of 
that heritage is to be found 
in inter-faith dialogue." 

Crown Prince Hassan 
explained the theme of 
inter-faith dialogue by con- 
centrating on the fact that 


only with understanding 
and tolerating differences 
the three monotheistic 
faiths can offer hope for a 
better future. 

“Inter-faith dialogue can 
thus attain a balance 
between particularism and 
universalism. It teaches us. 
that while the specifics of 
our rituals and practices are 
vital, they must never 
obscure the values of toler- 
ance and compassion for all 
our fellow human beings," 
he said. 

The practical mechanism 
of inter-faith dialogue was 
also discussed in the Crown 
Prince’s discourse, empha- 
sising the need to acknowl- 
edge past and present 
wrongs as the first step to a 
better present and future. 
For that would provide the 
key to release from sequen- 
tial historical grievances, 
the key to forgiveness if not 
forgetfulness, and finally 
the key to new beginnings. 

The Crown Prince con- 
cluded by saying: “If a 
return to the glories of Cor- 
doba is not imminent, it 
should at least be possible 
to avert the spectre of fur- 
ther Sarajevos. This much 
we owe as a sacred trust to 
future generations.” The 
lecrure was attended by Her 
Royal Highness Rahma 
Bint Al Hassan. 


U.S.-brokered ceasefire holds 


(Continue! from page 1.1 

ment comes back to Kur- 
distan and gives the Kurds 
their proper rights within 
the framework of the Iraqi 
state,” said Said Jabber, a 
teacher fed up with the 
years of fighting between 
the rival factions. 

Diplomats say Mr 
Barzani's alliance with 
Baghdad and KDP 
charges that Mr. Talabani 
receives military backing 
from Iran will be two fur- 
ther issues of contention at 
next week’s negotiations. 

But 55 -year-oJd house- 


wife Fathia Rassoul dis- 
agreed: “If the result of 
die ceasefire is the return 
of the central power, then 

I do not want the fighting 

to stop.” 

The PUK and KDP have 
jointly ruled die north of 
Iraq in defiance of Bagh- 
dad since the allied forces 
imposed a no-fly zone on 
the area in the aftermath 
of the 1991 Gulf war to 
stop Iraqi forces attacking 
Kurds. Thev each won 50 
seats in 1992 parliamen- 
tary elections, but their 
power-sharing agreement 
disintegrated into anned 


conflict in May 1994. 

The latest round of fight- 
ing erupted two weeks ago 
when the PLTC launched 
a counter-offensive to 


recover its stronghold of 
Sulaimaniyeh. near the 
Iranian border, and other 
areas lost to KDP forces 
in September. 


Netanyahu approves drilling 

(Continued from page 1) 


Talks with Syria were 
suspended early this year 
and recently Israel has’ 
expressed concern over 
Syrian troop movements 
in South Lebanon. 

There have also been 
reports that Syria would 


be ready to wage war 
against Israel if it became 
clear that peace talks 
were no longer an option. 

Netanyahu spokesman 
David Bar-Illan could not 
immediately be reached 
for comment Friday on 
the oil project. 


Jordan Times, Saturday, October 26, 1996 

King: Peace process does not have luxury of time 

(Continued from page 1) 


friends in the United Stales 
and we greatly appreciate 
them. But at the same time, 
when there are two sides in 
the equation and there are 
differing views at times. 1 
think whul is needed is 
more of an assertive policy 
or line that would try to 
break the logjam and to 
provide progress, rather 
than to play the role of just 
listening to everybody 
without playing that role. 

“I think that the United 
States’ position will be aug- 
mented by France and 
Europe in the times ahead. 


And nobody can belittle the 
efforts of die United States, 
for example, the secretary 
of stale has probably made 
a record in his number of 
trips in the region, all of 
these is not in vain. A lot 
has been done. But I think 
we need ail our friends to 
work together to achieve all 
the objectives.” 

Asked whether he agreed 
that if there was no con- 
crete results in the peace 
process by the end of the 
year that would be "another 
explosion,” the King said: 
"There are some who sug- 
gested that time is not 
pressing and that we con 


take our time. 1 don't 
believe that we have a lux- 
ury to take the time. We 
should move continuously, 
deliberately, with determi- 
nation. Time is not in our 
side. Regardless of what 
happens. I'm afraid of 
reaching a psychological 
moment when hope is lost, 
and when that happens we 
are facing a disaster.” 
Asked how he saw the 
possible creation of a Pales- 
tinian state alongside Israel, 
the King said: "1 think if 
there is a vision and deter- 
mination, it could be possi- 
ble. Any way it was a 
vision long time ago. before 


many wars, that had taken 
such a toll on lives in terms 
of the partition plan. Pales- 
tinians should have their 
rights, their legitimate 
rights on their national soil, 
and I believe that peace is 
possible if there is an abili- 
ty to keep the walls that we 
have destroyed, destroyed 
and not to rebuild them 
again — walls of haired 
and suspicion and fear — 
and to realise that all of us 
face the same challenges 
and should come together 
in a state of peace for the 
generations to come.” 


Final Hebron deal remains 
elusive; talks will continue 


(Continued from page 1) 

Palestinian neighbourhoods 
and seeks to retain control 
over two hills overlooking 
settler enclaves. 

Fifty-seven per cent of 
Israelis believe that the 
redeployment will lead to 
bloodshed between Israelis 
and Palestinians, according 
to a poll published Friday. 

The poll was conducted 
by the Duhaf Institute for 
the newspaper Yediot 
Ahronot. The margin of 
error was four per cent and 
the sample numbered 504. 

Israeli security forces 
remained on high alert Fri- 
day. and the blockade of the 
Palestinian areas imposed 
Thursday continued. 

Israeli security officials 
said they had precise warn- 
ings that the Islamic Jihad, 
a militant group, was plan- 
ning an attack in Israel to 
avenge the assassination of 
their leader Fathi Shaqaqi a 
year ago in Malta. 

Israel is widely believed 
to have had a hand in the 
killing, though it never 
claimed responsibility. 

Security services suspect- 
ed that a suicide bomber 
had succeeded in slipping 
through the roadblocks and 
was already inside Israel, 
Israeli radio stations report- 
ed. 

Earlier this year. mili- 
tants carried out four sui- 


cide bombings that killed 
63 people. 

Israel meanwhile 

accused the Palestinians of 
10 serious violations of the 
autonomy accords, espe- 
cially over articles in the 
Palestine Liberation Organ- 
isation (PLOj charter. 

On April 24 the PLO’s 
highest authority, the Pales- 
tinian National Council 
(PNC), voted by an over- 
whelming majority to 
amend the charter and to 
recognise the Stale of 
Israel. 

Shimon Peres, Israeli 
prime minister at the time, 
hailed the decision as one 
of the key ruming points of 
this century in the Israeli- 
Arab conflict, but the new 
right-wing government of 
Prime Minister Benyumin 
Netanyahu insists the char- 
ter has not yet been 
changed. 

“The vote gave authority 
to a PNC legal committee 
to (change the covenant) or 
to draw up a completely 
new charter within six 
months. Six months have 
passed, and no such 
changes have been made.” 
said a government state- 
ment. 

“By leaving the covenant 
intact, the PLO sends a 
dear message that it has 
not renounced violence nor 
accepted Israel’s right to 
exist,” it added. 


The statement also listed 
nine other alleged “major 
violations” by the PLO: 

— “Incitement to vio- 
lence against Israel by 
Palestinian leaders. 

— “Opening fire on 
Israeli soldiers by Palestin- 
ian police during last 
month’s violence, which 
killed 15 Israeli soldiers. 
The Israeli military shot 
and killed 69 Palestinians, 
mainly civilians, in the 
same clashes. 

— “Failure to confiscate 
illegal arms and disarm and 
disband militias. The 
(Palestinian Authority) has 
failed to undertake a sys- 
tematic crackdown on ille- 
gal weapons, and has con- 
fiscated just a few hundred 
of the tens of thousands of 
weapons circulating in the 
autonomous areas. 

— “Failure to extradite 
suspected terrorists to 
Israel. 

— "Opening offices in 
Jerusalem. 

— “Recruiting terrorists 
to serve in the Palestinian 
police. 

— “Exceeding the limit 
on the number of Palestin- 
ian police ... Reports in late 
September 1996 suggest 
that the security forces 
may exceed 50.000 men. 

— “Abuse of human 
rights and the rule of Juw. 

— “Conduct of foreign 
relations." 


The Palestinians in turn 
have accused Israel of 34 
violations of (he accords, 
topped by Israel’s failure to 
withdraw its forces from. 

U.S. President Bill Clin- 
ton has conferred by tele- 
phone with 1 

Mr. Netanyahu on ways 
to push forw ard the peace 
process, the White House 
said on Thursday. 

White House spokesman 
Mike McCurry said Tues- 
day’s call, initiated by Mr. 
Netanyahu, “obviously was 
aimed at encouraging 
progress in the discussions 
about implementation of 
the Oslo accords." He 
declined to discuss 
specifics. 

The Israeli leader's call 
was made at the same time 
as a visit to Israel by French 
President Jacques Chirac, 
who has strongly criticised 
Mr. Netanyahu’s commit- 
ment to expand Jewish set- 
tlement in the West Bank 
and refusal to relinquish 
Israel's hold over Arab East 
Jerusalem. 

Mr. Chirac has been tour- 
ing the region in a drive to 
increase Frerich and Euro- 
pean political influence on 
Arab-Israeli peace negotia- 
tions, calling for the Euro- 
pean Union (EU) to co- 
sponsor the peace process 
with the United States. 


Multiculturalism, Muslims 
and the media in the U.K. 


By Jane Pearson 

TWO VERY different 
Muslim communities are to 
be the focus of research 
carried out by two British 
Universities. The question 
of how different Muslim 
communities in the United 
Kingdom produce and con- 
sume media and how it 
affects them is to be stud- 
ied. 

The research will be car- 
ried by Professor 

Annabel! e Srebemy- 

Mohammadi, director of 
the Centre for Mass Com- 
munication Research at the 
University of Leicester, 
and Professor Charlie Hus- 
band of the Department of 
Social and Economic Stud- 
ies at the University of 
Bradford. 

This programme received 
funding of almost £62.000 
from the Economic and 
Social Research Council as 
pan of a £2.5 million 
research programme into 
media economics and 
media culture. 

Members of the research 
team will be looking not 
just at media production by 
the minority groups but the 
perceptions ~ about die 
media that persist among 
members of the selected 
Muslim communities. 

They will compare media 
issues among the Iranian 
community in London and 
the Pakistani community in 
Bradford and will study 
their involvement in cultur- 
al, political and economic 
flows at local, national and 
global levels. 

Group work with media 
audiences will explore dif- 
fering media tastes, habits 
and patterns of identifica- 
tion between the two 
minority groups as well as 
the host ~gr° d P- Professor 


S re bemy-Mohamm ad i 
hopes that this will reveal 
how the two groups use the 
media; what they look at 
and read; and what they 
produce, from small-scale 
newsletters to published 
newspapers. 

“The use of media and 
cultural productions forms 
a good base of entrepre- 
neurial activities for minor- 
ity groups.” she says. “The 
minority media is a world- 
wide entrepreneurial activ- 
ity and this can raise ques- 
tions of legality, such as 
copyright, when copies of 
videos are sent across the 
world. It creates ‘black’ 
and ’grey' economies.” 

She and Professor Hus- 
band are particularly inter- 
ested in the use of media to 
form a community and 
retain its cultural identity. 
She sees the development 
of a minority' media, not 
just as producing informa- 
tion on politics, but as a 
way of maintaining culture 
such as religious and secu- 
lar music, poetry and oral 
traditions. 

Sense of belonging 

Use of the media by 
minority groups also offers 
a means of participating in 
national politics in their 
countries of origin and cre- 
ates a continued sense of 
belonging to those places. 
This poses the question as 
to where die community 
feels its home to be and 
whether it begins to have 
two homes. 

The two communities 
collaborating in the 
research are very different. 
The Pakistani community 
in Bradford has been well- 
established over many gen- 
erations although it still 
keeps closely in touch with 


Pakistani and Middle-East- 
ern issues through the 
media and actively 
responds by fax and e-mail. 

TTie recent London-based 
Iranian group is more pro- 
fessional and entrepreneur- 
ial. So far. tittle research 
has been done on their set- 
tlement in Britain, although 
more exists in the United 
Slates, mainland Europe 
and Australia. 

They may. Professor Sre- 
bemy-Mohammadi feels, 
think of themselves more 
as people who will return 
to Iran one day, rather than 
as Anglo-Iranians. Much of 
their media production is a 
reaction to events in Iran, 
including human rights 
issues. Not as institution- 
alised -as others in their new 
country, they provide an 
opportunity to study the 
dynamics of a new ethnic 
community rooting itself in 
Britain. 

Islam is usually presented 
in the British media as a 
single entity and often as a 
civilisation clash between 
East and the West. “Reli- 
gion is a good way to 
explore cultural identity',” 
Professor Srebemy- 
Mohammadi says. 

‘This research takes two 
communities within Islam 
and hopes to show them as 
very different ’brands’ and 
not as one homogeneous 
entity. The differences 
between them are likely to 
prove as important as their 
similarities — though not 
all members of the Iranian 
community are Muslim, of 
course,” she points out. 

Based in Bradford, Pro- 
fessor Husband has devel- 
oped good connections 
with the Pakistani commu- 
nity there, which is why he 
has chosen to study the 
issues of ethnicity through 


this particular group. 

Professor Srebemy- 
Mohammadi, whose chief 
research interest is in 
international communica- 
tion. has worked in Iran 
and among Iranian expatri- 
ates. She retains a strong 
attachment to that country 
where “climatically and 
culturally I felt enormously 
at home.” 

Reversal of traditions 

She is extremely keen to 
explore gender dynamics 
among the two research 
groups, through their 
manipulation of the media. 
In the U.K. the economic 
situation makes it easier for 
Iranian women to find 
work than for Lheir men to 
find equivalent positions to 
those they held in Iran. 
Consequently there is a 
reversal of Islamic tradi- 
tions where men operate in 
public and women inhabit 
a more private sphere. 

While minority media 
productions may strength- 
en cultural identity with 
Pakistan and Iran, absorp- 
tion of Western media and 
culture may challenge tra- 
ditional roles, particularly 
among the newer Iranian 

communities. 

“Will we find women in 
the communities dipping 
into British magazines and 
television material that will 
challenge their traditional 
gender roles? What British 
culture is doing to their 
families and to women is 
of great concern to the 
men; it becomes hard for 
men to control. We see reli- 
gion pufling one way and 
economic realities 

(pulling) another,” Profes- 
sor Srebemy-Mohammadi 
concludes. 

London Press Service 
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Heavy transit and mining traffic puts 
road network under great pressure 

Water should not be thought of 
as a cheap resource but as liquid 
gold, World Bank tells Jordanians 


Following is the third of a four-part arti- 
cle summarising a World Bank booklet 
on the Jordanian economy.Today’s arti- 
cle covers the water and transportation 
sectors. The second part was published 
on Thursday Oct. 24,1996 

AMMAN — “Of all the resource management challenges 
that Jordan must confront, none is more critical than water," 
the World Bank said in a new booklet about the Jordanian 
economy. 

The World Bank added that renewable water supply per 
capita in Jordan is among the lowest in the world, only one 
half that of Israel or Syria, and one fifth that of Egypt. 

“Over the course of the next few years increases in popu- 
lation and industrial growth will further intensify' the demand 
for this scarce commodity. Consequently water should not be 
thought of as a cheap resource but as liquid gold,” the book- 
let pointed out 

The World Bank examined the water situation in the coun- 
try and gave the following assessment 
This view of water means every effort must be made to 
conserve and recycle iL and new ways to finance new water 
supplies need to be developed. The World Bank and the gov- 
ernment are working closely together on these fronts. They 
plan to launch a series of projects over the next few years to 
reduce the system losses in Amman and other cities (where 
over half the incoming water is lost); to upgrade wastewater 
treatment so that agricultural and industrial users' receive 
good quality recycled water to bring new supplies of water 
to urban areas; and to raise the efficiency of irrigation. 

Approximately three-quarters of Jordan’s water supply is 
devoted to agriculture. Crop substitution away from water- 
demanding crops such as fruit, wheat, and barley would sub- 
stantially lessen water use and create an economically more 
efficient agriculture sector. 

The gradual implementation of the government's policy 
reforms should help reduce water waste by creating a more 
realistic incentive structure for farmers. Market-oriented 
reforms include the removal of price controls and subsidies 
lor farm products, and the liberalisation of trade that will 
encourage expansion into export markets. 

To assist with this transition, the World Bank approved an 
S80 million agriculture sector adjustment loan to help offset 
some of the transition costs of reform. In addition, the World 
Bank has approved a $6.6 million technical assistance loan 


approved 
;lp facility 


'that will help facilitate water management in the Jordan Val- 
: ley, assist with groundwater control, and help strengthen 
; agricultural support services. 

Now in thiP planning stage is a project with International 
Finance Corporation (IFC) support for building up agricul- 
tural exports. 

In the coining century emerging technologies will make 
water a renewable resource for those countries that make the 
necessary capital outlays. Revenues derived from water sup- 
ply as well as general economic growth need to be reinvest- 
ed to increase water availability and to steer clear of the dan- 
gers of a water crisis. 

The World Bank and other donors are working with the 
government to stave off the potential for a future crisis by 
taking steps today to promote water conservation, develop- 
ment. and an equitable distribution of this scarce resource. 


Another area examined by the World Bank was the trans- 
portation sector. The booklet said Jordan’s location makes it 
a transportation crossroads. 

The World Bank noted that transportation is a major source 
of income (1 1 per cent of grass domestic product), employ- 
ment 16.5 per cent of alj jobs) and foreign exchange ( about 
S380 million in 1995, mostly through trans-shipment ser- 
vices via the Port of Aqaba and overland routes). 

Further insight in this sector was detailed in the following 
analysis; 

The road, rail and air infrastructure is good, but it faces the 
dual challenges of expanding to meet the demands of the 
emerging regional market, and keeping existing infrastruc- 
ture in good condition. 

With its heavy transit and mining traffic, the road network 
is under great pressure, and domestic funding has not been 
adequate to meet both construction and maintenance require- 
ments. 

To help address the maintenance problem while upgrading 
the road infrastructure, the World Bank has provided a S35 
million loan to help finance an $80 million transport project 
This project is rehabilitating and upgrading several major 
roads, including the main north-south highway that links the 
Port of Aqaba to the economic centres and transit corridors 
in the northern region. 

This highway is a critical artery for foreign trade, and will 
need to cany much more traffic as the domestic and region- 
al economies grow. The project is also improving construc- 
tion standards to reduce future maintenance costs, and 
preparing plans for a user-based system of raising funds for 
road maintenance. 

The government and the Workf'Baifare planning a new 
project to implement many improvements developed under 
the current one. 

As road rehabilitation and construction works progress, the 
government is plannjng to introduce regulatory reforms to 
improve competition and secure the financial health of the 
trucking industry. 

Road maintenance will improve as road users begin con- 
tributing through a modest fuel surcharge to a fund dedicat- 
ed to keeping roads in top condition. And the overstretched 
public transport system in the Greater Amman area, on 
which many low-income families depend, will be upgraded 
and a ring road begun to allow transit traffic to avoid the city 
centre. 

Jordan's rail infrastructure and equipment are well-adapted 
to their main need, carrying rock phosphate to Aqaba for pro- 
cessing and export. The operational efficiency of the Aqaba 
Railway Corporation and its equipment maintenance need to 
be improved, however, and anew rail line to cany expanded 
outputfroni the Shidiya Phosphate 'Mine is urgently needed. 

The eWorld JSank is helping the government to attract pri- 
vate financing; 1 as pan of an agreement under discussion for 
private operation and maintenance, for this new line. 

Looking farther into the future, the government and the 
World Bank are working on possible cooperation in expand- 
ing and modernising Jordan’s airports, serving Amman and 
Aqaba, and the Port of Aqaba, to deal with expanding tourist 
traffic and goods trade. 

This is an area where the World Bank offers technical 
advice, linkage with other sources of official financing, and 
help in developing ways to bring in private participation, 
rather than direct financing, to ensure that the infrastructure 
is designed, financed and operated in the most efficient way 
possible. 



Prime minister meets senior World Bank official 


AMMAN fPetra) — Prime Minister Abdul Karim Kabariti Friday me! Inder Sud fright) 
director of the Middle East and North Africa Department at the World Bank, and reviewed 
with him the Kinsdom's programme for restructuring the national economy. 

Discussions, which took place in the presence of Planning Minister Rima Khalaf. cov- 
ered achievements made so far in the course of implementing the Kingdom's economic 

reform programme. . , 

Expressing satisfaction with the progress achieved in this programme. Mr. Sud referred 
to the successful talks conducted by a Jordanian delegation with World Bank and 
International Monetary Fund officials in Washington earlier this month 
Mr. Kabariti also expressed satisfaction u ith the progress of this programme and reaf- 
firmed Jordan's commitment to it. He also expressed hope that the World Bank will con- 
tinue to support Jordan's endeavours to create a social security net to protect the limited 
income groups. 

Mr. Sud who was accompanied by Abdullah Bouhabib. adviser to the vice-president, Adil 
Kanaan, chief, country operations division (Middle Easti and senior country officer John 
McGregor left Amman Friday after a four-day visit. 


THE Daily Crossword 


ACROSS 
1 Unadorned 
5 Beg 

1 0 Vaccine name 

14 Nobelist Wiesel 

15 Kitchen 
appliance 

16 Golf club 

17 “All My 
Children." e.g. 

18 Peron 

19 Yarn 

20 Out of money 
22 Clone 

24 Byway 

25 Eban of Israel 

26 Somewhat 
29 Respite 

33 Resin 

34 — market 

35 TV actress, 
Skye 

36 Donate 

37 Viewpoint 

■ 38 Parts of innings 

39 "■ — o'clock 
scholar" 

40 Not one red — ! 

41 Beginning 

42 Jabbered 

44 Horses at the 
trotters 

45 Argument 

46 Poi ingredient 

47 Boxing weight 
50 Arms maker 

54 Bread spread 

55 Pickling solution 

57 Mrs. Ernie 
Kovacs 

58 Mr. Sharif 

59 Tag 

60 Bambi 

61 "Kiss Me — H 

62 Pitchers 

63 Three feet 

DOWN 

1 “Porgyand— ” 

2 Thanks — ! 

3 Perjurer , 

4 Shopping place 

5 Compensate 
ahead of time 

6 Washed 

7 Author 
Bagnold 
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by Norma Steinberg 


8 Go-between: 
abbr. 

9 Debt evader 

1 0 “Seinfeld’' or 
“Friends" 

1 1 Bedouin 

12 Droop laxly 

13 Patella's place 
21 North or barber 
23 Nigerian ruler 

25 “ — we all?" 

26 Heathen 

27 Author Loos 

28 Metal fastener 

29 Insipid 

30 Domicile 

31 Go in 

32 Takes ten 

34 Group of ships 
37 Mix, as eggs 
41 Rowboat 
accessories 

43 Govt, gp 

44 Committees 
46 Piano worker 
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47 Hire 

48 — mater 

49 Spiffy 

50 Make taunting 
remarks 


51 Think tank 
output 

52 Row of seats 

53 Group of cows 
56. Unrefined 
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Major Currencies & Cross Rates 


Prices as at 25/1 U/96 13:32 




rat 
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WSM 


US Dollar 

- 

1.5229 

0.6234 

1.2615 

113.34 

1.3436 

1520.60 

1.70S4 

5.1420 

DE Mark 

0.6566 

. 

0.4091 

0.8286 

74.45 

0.8823 

997.64 

1.1211 

3.3746 

CB StcrHing 

1.6040 

1.6040 

. 

2.0254 

131.82 

2.1551 

243B.43 

2.7336 

8.2457 

CH Franc 

0.7927 

120.67 

0.4938 

. 

89.82 

1.0647 

1203.29 

135.27 

4.0725 

JP Yen 

0.0388 

1.3403 

0.5488 

1.1115 


1.1838 

13.42 

150.43 

4.5278 

CA Dollar 

0.7443 

1.1404 

0.4659 

0.9396 

1.18 

■ 

1137.56 

1.2794 

3.8550 

IT Lira 

0.0007 

0.9989 

0.4088 

0.0828 

1344.27 

0.8818 

- 

11.21 

3.3729 

NL Guilder 

0.5653 

89.17 

0.3646 

73.84 

66.38 

0.7864 

891.17 

- 

3.0078 

FR Franc 

0.1945 

0.2961 

0.1212 

24.5404 

22.05 

0.2614 

23.23 

33.2300 

- 


BB 

WS3M 


Brent 

24.85 

24.95 

W. Te»* 

24.45 

24.45 

Bony 

24.85 

24.95 

Dubai 

21.59 

21.34 

UL Gas 

226.00 

226.00 


SA Rival 
A£ Dirham 
KW Dinar 
BH Dinar 
CY Pound 


iMid-Easr Currencies 

&L 

0.266 S 04061 0.16621 
0.2724 0.41467 0.1698 
3.3378 5.08388 2.08073 
0.3770 4.0404 1.65344 
2.1487 3.2705 1.3388 


0.33651 

0.34377 

4.2123 

3.34784 

2.7106 


30.2673 

30.9205 

378.931 

301.114 

243.555 


Metal Prices 
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pH! 


Cold (oz’m 

382.5 

383 






Silver loz'v) 

4.9 

4.92 


USD 

5.20 

5.40 

5.50 

Platinum (oz's) 

382.9 

383.9 


GBP 

5.61 

5.73 

5.82 

AL (3 Months) 

1436 

1437 


JPY 

0.37 

0.37 

0.40 

CU (3 Months) 

2014 

2018 


DEM 

3.03 

'3.11 

3.13 

Zinc (3 Months) 

1030 

1033 


FRF 

2.93 

3.32 

3.39 

Lead (3 Months) 

737 

739 


CHF 

1.43 

1.53 

1.50 

NT f3 Months) 

7220 

7225 


ITL 

7.66 

7.53 

7.32 


Currency Deposit Rates (Bid) 


5.62 
5.97 
0.53 
3.1 Z 
3.44 
1.68 
7.13 


5.68 
6.14 
0.59 
3.18 
3.47 

1.68 
7.06 
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El 

Coffee tc/lbs) 

124.83 

SjHIt 


US Dollar 

0.708 

0.710 

■ Cocoa (S/ton) 

1435 

-Spot 


CB StcrNing 

1.1294 

1.135 

Sugar (S/ton) 

325 

spot 


DE Mark 

0.465 

0.4673 

Wheat fS/tcm) 

165 

Spot 


CH Franc 

0.5645 

0.5673 

Soya (c/lbsi 

22.33 

Spot 

. 

FR Franc 

0.1375 

0.1382 

T«*(stg/ltfij 

.117' 

Spot 


JP Yen 

0.627 

0.6301 

Barley (S/bsh) 

2.3 

Spot 


NL Guilder 

0.4145 

0.4166 

rC Rice ISftonY 

470 

Spur x 


IT Lira 

0.4624 

0.4647 


Source: Central Bank of Jordan. 
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horoscope 
FORECAST FOR \ 
SATURDAY. j 
OCTOBER 26. 199$ ! 

i 

i 

By 7h»tkv S. Pienxm. j 

Astiidogfr. Carroll j 
Righrtr Foundation j 


: ARIES: i March 2! it* 

• April 59 1 Gtf workDy 
affairs organised well 
j today, so that you can pro- 
j ceed with those career 

■ activities which are impor- 

■ rant. Be mure cunccrnoj 

j with personal things to j 
| bring greater happiness to \ 
: your loved on» in the j 
! da vs ahead. i 

; TAURUS: ( April 20 to j 
i May 21) Talk over your { 
l new ventures today with j 
I those you have mef recent- 
j ly and use the suggestions 
i you are given. Get at your 
j career activities enthustas- 
; ticailv. thereby you can 
! accomplish a great deal in 
‘ the davs ahead. 

! GEMINI: Way 21 to 
j June 21) Get your vital 
! bills paid today with 
i promptness and gain the 
I goodwill of others. Get 
f into new ventures with 
: knowledgeable people and 
| gain insight towards eom- 
1 pletion of any projects 
; which have been put aside. 

! MOON CHILDREN: 
(June 22 to July 21) Some 
: kind thought today for an" 
i outside fellow associate 
| can bring excellent results 
j with your career activities, 
j Show your talents towards 
gaining abundance to big- 
wigs and you can achieve 
, success in your efforts. ! 
j LEO: (July 22 to August 
’ 21) You can bring your tal- 
ents for business before 
the public today and gain j 
recognition from those in 
authority who are aware of 
vour abilities. Avoid one 
later this evening who may 
be trying to fool you with 
good intentions. 

VIRGO: (August 22 to 
September 22) Be j 
! thoughtful of your mate | 

! today and he or she will be j 
j "-quite appreciative of your i 
■intentions. /■ Lat^ this J 
evening be off with a fel- 
low associate who has 
good ideas for improving 
career activities which are 
present. 

LIBRA: (September 23 to 
October 22) Get your 
home fixed up today so it 
is more charming and 
comfortable for those who 
live under your roof. Use 
your talents later this 
j evening gain popularity 
from those in authority 
who can can see your 
potential. 

SCORPIO: (October 23 
to November 2 1 ) Write lit- 
tle notes and letters today 
which can please your 
friends. Influential persons 
should be welcomed into 
your borne so that they can 
see bow prosperous you 
have become and success 
you wish to become in the 
days ahead. 
SAGITTARIUS: 
(November 22 to Decem- 
ber 21} Plan how to 
improve your property 
today and make it more 
valuable and beautiful. 
Tonight enjoy a hobby 
which you like very much 
and thereby you can relax 
from the pressures • of 
career activities. 
CAPRICORN: (Decem- 
ber 22 to January 20) Yon 
rise today with a feeling of 
well-being and you can 
communicate nicely with, 
others, make whatever 
effort you need to be suc- 
cessful . Be practical later 
this evening concerning 
career activities which are 
pressing, 

AQUARIUS: (January 21 
to February 19) Make a 
plan of action today which 
will help you to please 
close friends and relatives.- 
Enjoy later tonighr attjr 
recreation which you like 
and relax for the days, 
ahead will be busy with 
business activities. 

PISCES: (February 20 to-. 
March 20) Give support to- 
a good friend today who 
has an enterprise which is 
important. Get your fine, 
talents working la ter this 
evening thereby you vrifl 
gain recognition from 
those in authority who are 
appreciative. 
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Birthstone of October: 
Opal — Tourmaline. 




















Business & Finance 


Jordan limes, 


Upward trend expected 
to continue at AFM 
until end of year 


By a Jordan Tunes 
StafE Reporter 

AMMAN — Share prices 
at the Amman Financial 
Market ( AFM; edged up a 
little last week as tension 
subsided in the Palestinian 
territories and local compa- 
nies showed better perfor- 
mances in the first three 
quarters of the year.' broker 
said Friday. 

They said the market 
appeared to have recovered 
from a losing streak over 
the past five weeks and 
they expected the upward 
trend to continue in the 
market until the end of the 
year. 

“But any dramatic 
increase depends on con- 
crete progress made in the 
Israeli-Palestinian negotia- 
tions” commented a bro- 
ker. who, like other AFM 
dealers, cannot be identi- 
fied by name. 

The weekly report of the 
AFM said weekly turnover 
was 2-8 million dinars, 
down from the previous 
week's 3.6 million dinars. 

The report said 2.7 mil- 
lion shares changed hands 
under 2.516 deals conclud- 
ed during the week, with 
daily average trading at 


560.000 dinars compared 
with the previous week's 

720.000 dinars. 

The official AFM share 
price index based on 60 
major companies closed at 
148.66 points, up 1.91 
points or 1.33 per cent, up 
from the week's opening 
146.75 points. 

Industrials accounted for 
1.39 million dinars of the 
weekly volume, followed 
commercial banks and 
financial institutions with 

860.000 dinars, followed 
by services sector with 

540.000 dinars and insur- 
ance stocks with 53.000 
dinars. 

Sectoral indices showed 
commercial banks and 
financial institutions rose 
by 2.14 per cent, industrials 
by 0.52 per cent. Services 
sector dropped by 0.33 per 
cent and insurance stocks 
1.32 per cent. 

Stocks of 82 companies 
were involved in the week's 
trading, with 22 of them 
closing with gains. 44 slip- 
ping and 16 remaining 
unchanged. 

Pearl Consulting, a pri- 
vate sector firm which 
maintains its own market 
indicators, said its general 
share price index had 


gained 1 .IS percent. Banks 
■ and financial institutions 
gained 1 .3 1 per cent, insur- 
ance firms dipped by 0.7 
per cent, services remained 
unchanged and industrials 
dipped by 0.52 per cent. 

Further sectoral splits-ups 
showed that commercial 
banks gained 1 .34 per cent, 
investment banks dipped by 
0.6 per cent, specialised 
banks lost 0.43 per cent and 
Islamic banks slipped by 
1 .74 per cent. 

AmoDg services sector 
firms, energy companies 
gained 0.33 per cent, 
tourism-related companies 
and hotels dipped by 0.62 
per cent, transport firms 
gained 0.39 per cent, and 
investment firms and real 
estate companies gained 
1.29 per cent. 

Among industrials, min- 
ing companies gained 0.71 
per cent, chemical and 
petroleum companies 
dipped by 0.93 per cent, 
construction firms by 0.49 
per cent, supply and food- 
stuffs companies by 1.68 
per cent, pharmaceuticals 
by 0.43 per cent, engineer- 
ing companies by 0.36 per 
cent and textile firms by 
0.73 per cent. 


Insurance premium income 
may exceed JD80m in 6 96 


By Christina SchlegJ 

Special to the Jordan Times 

AMMAN — Insurance 
companies, the Kingdom's 
fourth biggest sector in 
terms of market capitalisa- 
tion and value traded, ; are 
estimated to have 3 premi- 
um income of over JD 80 
million in 1996. Raouf 
Abu Jaber, Chairman of 
the United Insurance Com- 
pany Ltd. told the Jordan 
Times. 

Regarding die insurance 
sector’s contribution to the 
country’s economy. Dr. 
Abu Jaber estimated it at 
JD 104 million in 1994 (no 
up-to-date figures were 
available here), consider- 
ing only funds which 
include cash deposits with 
banks and to the order of 
the Ministry of Industry 
and Trade (the latter is a 
guarantee placed at the dis- 
posal of the ministry to 
ensure claim settlement for 
the clients). 

The figure also includes 
bonds and various types of 
shares as well as loans 
given to clients and real 
estate purposes. 

Sami Fakhoury, assistant 
director of the insurance 
department at the Ministry 
of Industry and Trade, 
could not verify such fig- 
ures for the current year 
yet. as “this is still too 
early to do so.” 

He said the department 
would need around one 
more month to issue cor- 
rect statistics. 

Of the24 insurance com- 
panies operating in Jordan, 
only one is a foreign com- 
pany. the American Life 
Insurance Company. 

According to estimations 


by the Ministry of Industry 
and Trade more than 1.000 
people are employed with- 
in the sector. 

seventeen companies out 
of the 24, are providing life 
insurance, which is the 
second biggest field within 
insurances available. 

Moreover, there are 12 
insurance broker, 1 00 
insurance agents and 17 
surveyors located in Jor- 
dan. Mr. Fakhoury told the 
Jordan Times. 

This year's estimated fig- 
ure of premium i ncome 
would result in a 14 per 
cent increase over last 
year's figure of JD 74 mil- 
lion and would come to a 
23 per cent increase over 

1994 s figure of around JD 
66 million. 

The total capital of insur- 
ance companies in 1995 
was JD 42 million, accord- 
ing to the Ministry of 
Industry and Trade. 

In terms of capital, the 
Kingdom's biggest insur- 
ance company is the Jor- 
danian-German Insurance 
Company which has a 
capital of about JD 5 mil- 
lion. In terms of premium, 
the Jordanian Insurance 
Company with an estimat- 
ed income of JD 9 million 
is considered as the 
“tycoon.” according to Mr. 
Fakhoury. 

The biggest share among 
insurances available in 

1995 was car insurance 
with a premium income of 
around JD 32 million, fol- 
lowed by fire and marine 
insurance with an equal 
share of JD 20 million. Mr. 
Fakhoury stated. 

Claim settlements in the 
same year, he added, 
amounted to JD 38 mil- 


lion, whereas car claims 
had the biggest share with 
JD 22 million, followed by 
marine and fire claims 
amounting to JD 3 million. 

Ranking the Kingdom's 
biggest sectors, . Ismail 
Haddaj from the Jordan 
Financial Market Research 
Centre stated that in terras 
of market capitalisation — 
that means the number of 
subscribed shares timed by 
the relevant closing prices 
of the stock market — the 
banking sector has the 
biggest share with a capital 
of JD1.6 billion ( status: 
Sept. 1996). followed by 
the industrial sector with 
JD 1-2 billion, services 
with JD 240 million and 
the insurance sector with 
JD 70 million. 

In terras of value-traded. 
Mr. Haddaj said, the rank- 
ing is the same. The figures 
for 1 995 are for banks JD 
149 million, industry JD 
123 million, services JD82 
million and for the insur- 
ance sector JD7 million. 
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m*EK XHZ LAST 
3 WEEKS 

HIGH. UH 


244.000 
3.000 
1.140 
2.270 
4.900 
2.710 
.940 
3.550 
3. B10 
1.(10 
3.420 
2.200 
4.610 
1.400 


COKFAM* HAHE 


Ho- OF Ho. or 
COtrtftACT SHARES 

EXECUTED 


OFEUNIDG HIGH 
PRICE 


241.590 ARAB BARK 

13. 6 

1.41 

4B 

17 B0 

439615 

242.00 

249.09 

242.50 24 

9.00 

2.990 BANK OF JORDAN 

10.8 

0.00 

4 

4767 

14146 

2.99 

2.98 

2.95 

2.96 

1.030 MID. EAST INY.DE. 

79.9 

0-00 

76 

72459 

791 BO 

1.10 

1.12 

1.00 

1.08 

2.200 INDUSTRIAL DEV.BK. 

5.0 

6.39 

5 

5335 

11609 

2.20 

2.18 

2-:a 

2.10 

4.720 THE housing aX. 

IS. 8 

2. SB 

22 

33798 

159479 

4.76 

4.00 

4.73 

4.00 

2.550 JOR. KUWAIT BANK 

18.8 

0.00 

10 

*443 

1145 

2.55 

3.60 

2.5t 

2.60 

•9X0 JOR. GOLF BANK 

5.4 

7.78 

43 

63985 

58415 

.92 

.92 

.90 

•«90 


3.500 ARAB JOR.IHV.BK. 
3.660 JOR- ISLAMIC BANT. 
1.610 UNION BK.5flV.Xirv. 
3.250 JOR.mV.rnr. BANK 
1.930 BEXT.AL-HAL (BEXTVA) 

6.630 Arab oarxihc co. 

1.710 FKXLADCL-IHV.BK. 


SECTOR 


2.140 JOft TRENCH IBSUR- 
2.470 TARNOUK XNSUR. 
7.M0 HOLY LAND INSUR. 
1.990 ARAD LOTS INSTTR. 


INSURANCE SECTOR 


1.630 1.580 JOR. ELECTRIC PNR. 

1.490 1.400 ZRBID ELECTRICITY 

4. >20 4.800 ARAB IMTL. HOTELS 

2.450 2.450 SHIPPING LIKES 

1.240 1.170 HAIL. PORTFOLIO 

.680 .620 30RDAR INTI.. TRAD. 

7.950 7.600 ALRA-I 

1.790 1.630 HID. EAST HOTELS 

3.530 3.420 ARAD INTL. IMV. EDUC. 

1.170 1.110 ZARKA EDUCATION 

1.040 1.730 tnflFTTb CO. 

.920 .100 CHIOS LAND DEV. 


SERVICES SECTOR 


862405 INDEX NUMBER : 1 

41813 2.14 2.10 1.09 X. 

10646 2.47 2.35 2.03 I. 

420 2.10 2.10 2.10 2. 

513 2 .90 2.05 7.09 2- 

53391 INDEX NUMBER : 110.90 


3.330 

3.220 JOR. CEMENT PACT. 

18.9 

3.200 

3.120 JOR. PHOSPHATE HIDES 

33.4 

5.550 

5.420 ARAB POTASH CO. 

16.8 

9.350 

9.250 JOR. PETROL. REF1NART 

9.2 

1.420 

1.200 WOOLEN INDUSTRIES 

56.0 

2.200 

2.170 INDUSTRIAL COHN.AGR. 

29.6 

7.100 

6.970 JOR. WORSTED MILLS 

8.9 

3.600 

3.4 50 ARAB PKARM. HANP. 

18.8 

6.150 

6.050 JOR. CERAMIC IND. 

7.5 

1.770 

1-750 JOR. PIPES HANFCT. 

9.4 

3.250 

3.250 JOR. PAPER CARDBD. 

16.7 

9.000 

9.4SO ARAB CASH. DTHBGH. 

24.6 

3.510 

3.450 ARAB ALUM. IND. 

8.7 

.910 

.570 LIVESTOCK 6 POULTRY 

- 

2.750 

2.750 GENERAL INVESTMENT 

6.6 

1.240 

1.190 ARAB PAPER COKV.TRD. 

8.2 

1.420 

1-300 NATIONAL STEEL IND. 

- 

.660' 

.630 NATIONAL IKDS. 

9.2 

1.170 

1.100 INTERNED ■ PCTRO . CIIEM ■ 

- 

.910 

.890 JOR. ROCKWOOL INDS. 

154.4 

2.870 

2.680 UNI V.CHEM. IMPS. 

69.3 

2.550 

2.358 NATL. CABLE WIRE-KTAC 

14.7 

.840 

>830 JOR. SULPIIO-CHEM 

- 

1.400 

1.320 ARAB PIIARM.clIEn. 

24.3 

1.650 

1.560 UTHV. HOOK. INDS. 

4.6 

1.430 

1.360 JOR. INDS. RESOURCES 

17.7 

.960 

.920 JOR. NEW CABLE CO. 

. 24.7 

1.850 

1.800 EL -ZAT READY WEAR 

115.1 

1.160 

1.120 Or EL. TOBACCO 

26. 6 

1.130 

1.050 UNION CH. 6 VEG. 

26.1 

HID 

■ TRIAL SECTOR 


GRAN 

D TOTAL 



B2B2B 

1.61 

1.41 

1.53 

1.60 - 

725 

1.43 

1-45 

1.45 

1.45 - 

8702 

(.82 

4.70 

4.65 

4.65 - 

36772 

2.45 

2.50 

2.45 

2.50 - 

130261 

1.19 

1.24 

1.16 

1.24 - 

8133 

.68 

- CO 

.66 

.66 - 

5320 

7.60 

7.60 

7.60 

7. 60 

16039 

1.63 

1.70 

1.64 

1.69 * 

130BB0 

3.50 

3.52 

3.50 

3.52 * 

4132 

1.14 

1.15 

1.13 

1.14 

8652 

1.76 

1.75 

1.74 

1.75 - 

6314 

.90 

.93 

.91 

.31 * 

438738 

INDEX 

miKDER 

i 111.7 

f« 

62973 

3.29 

3.30 

3.22 

3.30 * 

9433 

3.12 

3.10 

3.10 

3.10 - 

26559 

5.45 

5. 55 

5.45 

5.55 4 

22484 

9.25 

9-25 

9.CB 

9.10 - 

6459 

1.35 

1-29 

1.26 

1.26 - 

2442 

2.20 

2.21 

2.20 

2.20 

11005 

7.00 

6.96 

6.95 

6.96 - 

54683 

3.46 

3.44 

3.38 

3.42 - 

11612 

6.15 

6.07 

6.05 

6.07 - 

1814 

1.75 

1.76 

1.70 

1.70 - 

325 

3.25 

3.35 

3.25 

3.25 

2250 

9.' '43 

9.00 

9.00 

3.00 - 

40960 

3.49 

3.52 

3. 49 

3.50 + 

>479143 

.64 

.71 

.64 

.66 4 

' 12359 

2.75 

2.09 

2.75 

2.75 

2744 

1.20 

1.20 

1.20 

1.20 

22535 

1.30 

1.30 

1.27 

1.28 - 

17955 

.63 

.63 

.62 

• 62 - 

9271 

1.10 

1.09 

1.06 

1.07 - 
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.89 

.89 

.88 
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2.70 

2.63 

2.62 

2.62 - 
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2.40 

2. 47 

2.42 

2.42 * 

205 

.83 

.82 

.82 
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4693 

1.12 

1.30 

1.30 

1-30 - 

24017 

1.56 

1.54 

1.51 
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1SOJJB 

1.37 

1.42 

1.37 

1.41 T 

66774 

.92 

.92 

.03 
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3956 

1.80 

1.80 

1.79 
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25213 

1.12 

1.12 

3.11 

1-12 
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1.08 
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1.06 
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DURING THE -LAST COMPANY NAME 

3 WEEKS 

HIGH LOW 

P/S 

DIV 

No. OP No. OP 
CONTRACT SHARES . 

EXECUTED 

VALUE 

TRADED 

JD 

0PE1U1IKG 

PRICE 

NISH 

LOW ' 

CLOSING CHANGE 
PRICE 

AVERAGE TURNOVER 
MARKET 5 HARES 
PRICE 

.550 

.510 CENTRAL GEM. STORAGE 

20.1 

D. 00 

9 

S950 

2543 

.51 

.50 

.49 

.50 - 

.01 

.495 

.180 

.630 

.590 JOR. TRADE FAC. 

15.5 

0.00 

11 

13750 

0070 

.59 

.59 

.58 

-SB - 

.01 

.587 

.327 

.530 

.490 NATL. CONNER. CENTERS 

- 

0.00 

57 

41900 

21960 

.51 

.54 

.51 

.51 

- 

.524 

.638 

.550 

.510 ARAB FIB- INVEST. 

- 

0.00 

72 

111400 

55994 

.51 

.52 

.50 

.50 - 

.01 

.503 

1.114 

.760 

.730 UNION IBV. SOX 

70.8 

a . 00 

30 

30777 

7393 

.74 

.75 

.74 

-14 

“ 

.240 

.140 

.690 

.630 ARAB FOOD 6 MED. 

- 

0.00 

3 

550 

349 

.63 

.64 

.63 

.63 

“ 

.635 

.016 

.510 

.410 ARAB IKTL.XNV.TRD. 

- 

0.00 

14 

171S0 

0002 


.48 

.47 

.47 - 

.01 

.471 

.343 

.480 

.420 JOR. INDS. HAXCWIMOO 

- 

0.00 

9 

6500 

2545 

.42 

.40 

.39 

.19 - 

.03 

.392 

. 362 

3.600 

3.600 ARAB STEEL PIPES 

9.8 

6.94 

3 

1650 

5670 

3.60 

3.60 

3.42 

3.60 

“ 

3.436 

.028 

1.450 

1.380 NATL- CHLORINE 

- 

0.00 

32 

23979 

32636 

1.38 

1.38 

1.35 

1.36 - 

.02 

1.361 

.333 

.720 

.590 NATL. TEXTILE 

- 

0.00 

83 

39100 

24665 

.62 

.65 

.62 

.64 * 

.02 

.631 

1.564 

.700 

.670 UNIVL. METALS 

- 

0.00 

7 

5250 

3333 

.67 

• 64 

.63 

.6* - 

.03 

.635 

-525 

.800 

.770 JORDAN STEEL 

- 

0.00 

31 

25075 

19344 

.78 

.78 

.76 

.76 - 

.02 

.171 

.167 

.540 

.4 80 ARAB ELECT. INDS. 

139.6 

0.00 

10 

4034 

1936 

.49 

.48 

.48 

.40 - 

.01 

.480 

.067 

1.1S0 

1.110 UNTOM TOBACCO 75* 

- 

0.00 

11 

2899 

2586 

1.15 

1.15 

1.13 

1-13 - 

.02 

.892 

.058 

.450 

.610 RARI PHARM. 65* 

- 

0.00 

13 

7350 

19B7 

.61 

.63 

.62 

.62 + 

.01 

.270- 

.074 

.520 

.460 INDS. ENG. 

29.0 

0.00 

73 

65600 

30600 

.47 

.48 

.46 

.47 

“ 

.466 

.937 

.810 

.780 INDS. CERAMIC 

- 

0.00 

12 

3200 

2563 

.02 

.81 

.80 

.80 - 

.02 

■ 801 

.080 

.600 

.990 I. TEXTILE MAMUP. 

_ 1 

0.00 

2 

450 

171 

.39 

.38 

.38 

-38 - 

.01 - 

.380 

.018 

.640 

.620 NAIL. POULTRY 

- 

0.00 

13 

50550 

33592 

.63 

.67 

• 6S 

.67 * 

.04 

.645 

.506 

.790 

.640 HID. EAST COMPLEX 

8.1 

0.00 

132 

135200 

93607 

.66 

.72 


.69 * 

.03 

.691 

.615 

.570 

.520 NATL. MULT. EHG.NAMXCO 


0.00 

78 

105435 

54433 

.52 

.54 

.51 

-S3 * 

.01 

• 516 

.351 

GRAND 

TOTAL 
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World gems, hand made in Jordan in 18 & 21 k. gold. 
A truly unique shop. • 


Outstanding designs 


vmra Ho’ei bhop: 
1 6th Circle Ammar 
Also in Brazil 



Unscramble these (bur Jumbles, 
one tetter to each square, to form 
four ordinary words. 


RILCY 


CI 996 InKn u»m Smwb. Me 

LAVE - ] 


THAT SCRAMBLED WORD GAME 
by Henri Arnold and Mika Arglnon 


He Slopped | e , 
quicMy you go 

a \ tnis time 

m \ \ 


DABBIE 


FINTEC 


HE 

Answer here : 


THI5 HAPPENS!? TO 
THE BIB PCCTOR 
WHO WA*5 FOLLOW - 
INS TOO C.LQ5E. j 

Now arrange me circled letters to 
farm |he surprise answer, as sug- 
gested by the above cartoon. 


FOR RENT 

- 3 bedrooms apartment in 
Shmeisani, second floor, 
220 sq.m. 

- 3 bedrooms in Al Rabia 
area, third floor, 190 sq.m. 

Abdouii Real Estate 
Tel: 810605 - 810609 
k Fax: 810520 / 


francesco 

smalto 

Louis Feraud 

( Men’s Wear) 


STUMS BAIG 

Pr ofe ssional QbaUtyl in 
1 Hour Service 

Develop your 1 cokmr film at 
oar shop and get:- - 

* JUMBO jifeaie 


• Frmm •afarye- 


Shmdwoi Opp. GrincDaya 
Bank. Phone: «M042 
SwcSch tel: 823891 

Ml 


Leonardo da Vinci 

Authentic Italian Cuisine 
Established 1877 


V FOR 

Xrent 

L \ FLATS 
f \VILLAS 
N \ 

1 X 

2 SERVICES\ 

BYBLOS 1 


* If i 1' 


SECURITY 
HOSPITALITY 
GASTRONOMY 


1 



C * L ESTATE 


OR 

ENT 

DC'lu.V.! VlilrtS 



Salurday's 


(Answers tomorrow) 

Jumbles: DRAWL PAGAN BARREL LIMPID 
Answer What you mfghl call a lawyer's apartment - 
A LEGAL PAD 


jjlxjl Air, man - Kambov. Sir. 

Tel : 625407 

Amman - Jordan ^ 



FOR RENT 

DELUXE VILLAS AND 
APARTMENTS 
FURNISHED OR 





Shmeisani 

Tel.: 662441 / 606281 

Free Vaflel Parking 
Reservation Required 


Po&mie v 

Soeft* 6 S<U*<U (tye 

OPEN DAILY FROM 
10AJfl-l A.M 


Ufifcafna ■ - - is 
behind San Rock 
Hotel 


■) Appaun-ionis 
in A mm an 


For details pleasa*eMl 

Tel . 864230 
Fax. 864231 


& 

■ CRCWH HOTEL 


- INDOOR HEHTE0\S 

swimming pool? 

- SRUNR . JBCUZZftf] 

pmmw 

CbiiffiY - 

TtL 7 
RHOIO & 


©iLvmipm 

HOTEL APARTMENTS 


THE IDEAL ADDESS 
FOR EMB ASSES, 
EXPATRIATES & F1MHJES 

since ms 


F- 


-akixhn- 

TEL. 8101 ?f I AN *27113 


i ■?>' :• ] s>-<: |! . jiivi ^ ■*? i* A 1 ‘ riM* 
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IOC evaluation commission 
in Atheni for 2004 bid 


ATHENS (El — Aliens is plaing to convince the 
International Olympic' Committee f)C) over the next four 
days it has responded to past criuicwi and should be select- 
ed to host the 2004 Summer Gatnff 
“This time around we are bene JfF... We've learned from 
our mistakes and we want ro vvi mas Olympics on merit,” 
said Yanna Angelopoulou, head# the bidding committee, 
as the IOC's evaluation conJssion began an on-sire 
inspection on Thursday- M 
Greece foueh) hard to stage iff centennial Olympics this 
year, saying it had a special rift as the country where the 
anciew Games orisinated anwhere they were revived in 
1896. “ I 

But Lhe IOC voted down thffid because of Greece’s poor 
infrastructure and a lack confidence that Athens could 
meet the demands of the gi Jsports festival. 

“This is a totally new bwvilh a totally new attitude,” 
insisted Anaelopoulou. “Ei#y percent of the sports facili- 
ties are already in place anfve have the money for the rest. 
We are proud of our Olynjb heritage but we don’t depend 


ff...We've learned from 
be Olympics on merit,” 
the bidding committee, 
sion began an on-sire 


I centennial Olympics this 
R as the country where the 
ihere they were revived in 


“This is a totally new bi 
insisted Anaelopoulou. “Eu 
ties are already in place an« 
We are proud of our Olyn* 
on it to win the Games." ff 
Greece has an 80.000*1 
rounding sports comply v 


Greece has an 80.000-Jat Olympic stadium and a sur- 
rounding sports compl® which includes a 20,000-seat 
indoor basketball court, fa swimming pools, a velodrome 
and three main tennis cuts. 


Filipesca goedo Galatasaray Keegan plugs defence holes 


BUCHAREST (R#- Romanian midfielder 
Julian Filipescu'a transfer from Steaua 
Bucharest to Gaupamy Istanbul of Turkey 
has been fimliseffThe deal was completed 
after Galatas«y#creased their original offer 
of S800.000 io | pO.000. Fiiipescu joins two 
other members# Romania's national team, 
captain Gh®i# Hagi and Adrian Hie, at 
Galatasarayl 3 


Samprasplls for less Davis Cup 

STUTTG.aJ (APT) — Americans Pete 
Sampras aM^ndre Agassi called Thursday 
for less D;3Cup fixtures — one tournament 
every twoms — as a means of attracting the 
world's bafflayers back to the historic event. 
World NcpSampras. playing here in the ATP 
indoor eX said: "The Davis Cup is being 
more anyone undervalued. "It should be 
played eX two years, like the Ryder’s Cup 
for golfephere is too much tennis and bare- 
ly any *time for the best players. For his 
part Olfcic champion Agassi stud: T can 
only p] Jewry two years because the Davis 
Cup is I demanding and takes up too much 
energy Jampras, Agassi. Michael Chang and 
Jim C<f er ail declined to play for U.S. this 
year, 'll defending title holders were knocked 
out of# competition in the quarter-finals by 
die pp Republic in Prague. 


Bavfn want Klinsmann till ’98 Dahiin returns to Germany 


8 P) — Bayern Munich manager 
Rummenigge says he wants to 
and victorious German captain 
tsmann in the side at least until 
interview with Kicker magazine. 
: said he hopes the star player 
at the very least, until 1998." 
who has been heavily criticized in 
press for his early season perfor- 
s rumoured to be considering a 
rrton. Arsenal, Chelsea or hack to 
United, by invoking his one year 
e next year. The German captain’s 
rially ends in June 1 998. 


B ch ponders IOC bid 

EN (AFP) — International 
nmin.ee (IOC) President Juan 
aranch will decide early next 
step down or not as head of the 
jwuiius nn-oi powerful sports body. The 76- 
year-old, on a visit to the Danish capital, said 
on Friday he would make an announcement in 
March. "My decision will depend on my 
health, the feelings of the national Olympic 
committee members and my family,” said 
Samaranch who cook control of the IOC in 
1980. Samaranch's mandate runs out in 
September next year but there is no clear 
replacement for him. 


Men in black see yellow 

BUCHAREST (AFP) — Romania's football 
first division risks running cut of players this 
seasai after referees decided to go on a yellow 
card tinge according to the Romanian press. 
Ten w^eks into the season, the referees have 
booked-wer 500 players in the first division — 
an averse of 5.4 a maich — complained the 
newspaper [ibera on Friday. In a recent march 
in the capial the referee set a new record when 
in the final 10 minutes be managed to book 12 
players. 


It plans to spend $332 million on the remainder of the 
sports facilities which will be ready by the year 2002. The 
$290 million Olympic village will be financed by private 
investors. 

Seven major infrastructure projects worth $6.8 billion, are 
already in progress including a new Athens metro, a new 
airport, highways, bridges and investments in telecommu- 
nications. These works are mostly funded by the European 
Union. 

Aogelopoulou said all 11 cities bidding for the 2004 
Games were strong candidates but other bidding committee 
officials said they saw Athens. Rome and Stockholm as 
favourites. 

She said Athens will be tested next August when it hosts 
the World Athletics Championships. 

“The World Championships will be a major test and we 
must make sure everything goes well,’’ she said. 

A recent nationwide poll by the bidding committee 
showed that 96.4 percent of Greeks want the Olympics and 
thousands have already signed up as volunteers. 

During its four-day visit, the evaluation commission will 
hold meetings with Prime Minister Costas Simms, 
President Costis Stephanopouios and other senior officials. 


Borg 

threatened 

with 

bankruptcy 

STOCKHOLM <AFP) — 
Creditors of Swedish ten- 
nis legend Bjora Borg have 
filed a suit to declare him 
personally bankrupt in a 
bid to. reclaim the 12 mil- 
lion kronor ($1.92 million 
dollars) he owes them. 

The 40-year old five- 
times Wimbledon champi- 
on. who now plays on the 
veteran's tour and who was 
forced to declare his cloth- 
ing company bankrupt in 
1989. has long claimed that 
he is penniless after being 
the victim of a series of bad 
business deals. He declares 
no official income in 
Sweden. 

’Tie claims' he has no 
money. I say that is false. 
This is one way to investi- 
gate the matter,” claimed 
Bertil Soe derm ark. the 
lawyer represeating the 1 1 
creditors Borg has owed 
since 1989. 

If a court decides to 
declare Borg personally 
bankrupt, a trustee will be 
assigned to examine his 
assets and compile an 
inventory of his estate. If 
his assets do not cover his 
debts, Borg would have to 
reveal all of his assets 
under oath, including any- 
thing outside Sweden. 

Borg, who has already 
sworn in court that he has 
no assets, has lent his name 
to a successful line of 
underwear, footwear, spec- 
tacles and perfume and he 
has been accused in some 
press reports here of chan- 
nelling away cash to the 
dutch anti lies, out of the 
reach of Swedish authori- 
ties. 

Borg is known to have 
earned at least two million 
kronor ($303,000) in offi- 
cial prizemoney on the vet- 
eran’s tour last year, and 
another 250,000 kronor 
($38,0001 so far this year. 

And the tennis icon, who 
draws big crowds to his 
matches, may also have 
been paid unofficial fees 
for making appearances. 

Borg, meanwhile, has- 
been cleaning up his image 
in Sweden over the past 
twelve months. 

For his 40th birthday a 
few weeks ago, a “Bjorn 
Borg day” was held in his 
honour in his home-town 
of Soedertaelje and follow- 
ing tennis and hockey 
matches against Swedish 
sports stars, Borg hosted a 
banquet at 1,495 kronor 
($227) a ticket. 

As with all other prov- 
able income, Boig gave the 
money to charity. 


LONDON (AFP I — Newcastle United man- 
ager Kevin Keegan has called in former 
Liverpool defender Mark Lawrenson to help 
tighten defensive gaps in his English 
Premiership pacesetters. Keegan has made foe 
move despite his team’s overwhelming victo- 
ry over champions Manchester United last 
weekend because he is unhappy with a back- 
line which has conceded 15 goals in 14 league 
and cup matches so far this season. It was foe 
defence which let Newcastle down last year 
when they were pipped at foe post for the title 
by Manchester United after giving away 37 
goals in 38 games. "I feel like a kid again." 
said Lawrenson. ‘There’s only a handful of 
jobs I would take back in football and obvi- 
ously Newcastle is one of them.’’ Lawrenson, 
who played alongside AJan Hansen during 
Bob Paisley’s reign at Anfield, won 38 caps 
with foe Republic of Ireland. Keegan’s move 
coincides ’wife foe” loss "of his 15 million 
pounds England striker Alarf ‘Shearer. Shearer 
will be out of action for two months as he 
recovers from an operation on a groin injury. 


BONN (R) — Roma’s Swedish striker Martin 
Dahiin looks set to return to his former club 
Borussia Moenchengladbach until the end of 
foe season. Germany's Sid sports news agency 
reported Thursday. “There’s good reason to 
believe Dahiin will be coming back to 
Moenchengladbach,” Borussia treasurer 
Gueoter Classen said. Italy’s ANSA news 
agency reported that Roma, who signed 
Dahiin at the end of last season, had opened 
negotiations with Moenchengladbach. Dahiin 
scored 50 goals in 106 Bundesliga games for 
foe Germans but has failed to secure a place in 
the Roma first team. Meanwhile, his former 
side have snuggled in the Bundesliga. Sid said 
the clubs were discussing a deal which would 
bring Dahiin to Moenchengladbach on loan 
until the end of the season with an option of a 
permanent move after that. 

Dumitrescu rumours denied 

LONDON (AFP) — Manager Harry 
Redknapp slammed reports that Romanian 
star Hie Dmnitrescu could be kicked out of foe 
Premiership club because of a poor attitude. 
“That is so far from foe truth it is scandalous. I 
think he is a top-class person and he certainly 
has not got a bad attitude.” Redknapp fumed. 
“He is a good pro and works his socks off. You 
don't play as many internationals as be has 
without being a class player.” Dumitrescu has 
barely played for foe Hammers this season and 
was left out of foe 14 involved in the 4-1 
league cup win over Nottingham Forest on 
Wednesday. But Redknapp explained: T need 
him lo get fit and over his hamstring injury 
completely.” Dumitrescu will be restored to 
the bench for Saturday's Premiership clash 
with Blackburn. 


CINEMA TEL634144 

PHILADELPHIA 


I 


New York Yankee players run onto the field after they defeated the Atlanta Braves 1-0 in game five of the World 
Series. The victory gave the Yankees a 3 games to 2 lead in the series (Reuters photo) 

Yankees set to dethrone Braves 
as they take 3-2 series lead 

ATLANTA (AFP.) — An 
unprecedented reversal after 
losing the first two games of • 
the World Series has put the 
New York Yankees on the 
verge of dethroning reign- 
ing champion Atlanta. 

The Yankees completed a 
three-game sweep here by 
beating the Braves 1-0 
Thursday, taking a 3-2 edge 
in the best-of-seven base- 
ball championship. 

"When you’re up 3-2, you 
should win it,” Yankee man- 
ager Joe Torre said. 

'New York had the greatest 
road record in baseball 
playoff history. The 
Yankees won all eight post- 
season games away from 
Yankee stadium^; ,;where . 
game six is Saturday and 
game seven, if needed, 
would be played Sunday. 

“After losing the first two. 
it didn’t look good. But we 
play well from behind,” 

Yankee game six pitcher 
Jimmy Key said. “I was 
counting on getting another 
chance to show what I can 
do. I love a challenge.” 

No team in foe 93-year 
history of the series had lost 
two home games then taken 
three on the road until the 
Yankees fell 12-1 and 4-0 in 
New York and won here 5- 
2, 8-6 and 1-0. 

“This is redemption for 
U.S.” said New York's 
David Cone, who would 
pitch Sunday. ‘It’s an 
incredible twist. The first 
games were an embarrass- 
ment. We didn't even give 
our fans a chance to get into 
it Now it will be a frenzy 
up there. We know it. We 
welcome it” 

The Yankees, in their first New York Yankees pitcher Andy Pettitte pitches in the first inning against the Atlanta 
World Series for 15 years. Braves during game five of the 1996 World Series at Fulten County Stadium. Cecil 
have not won a title since Fielder knocked in the only run of the game as the New York Yankees beat the Atlanta 
1978. They hope to win Braves 1-0 to head home with a three games to two lead in the World Series (Renters 
their 23rd crown in their photo 
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New York Yankees pitcher Andy Pettitte pitches in the first inning against the Atlanta 
Braves during game five of the 1996 World Series at Fulten County Stadium. Cecil 
Fielder knocked in the only run of the game as the New York Yankees beat the Atlanta 
Braves 1-0 to head home with a three games to two |ead in the World Series (Renters 
photo 


trailed Sl Louis 3-1 in the 
National League finals last 
week before capturing the 
final three games of that 
series. 

“It’s the same position as 
last week and we came 
through” Maddux said. 
T’m looking forward to it. 
Every game is the biggest 
game I have ever pitched. It 
helps having been there, 
knowing the little things.” 

The Yankees have faced 
down adversity as well. 
They have won a record six 
comeback victories in this 
year’s playoffs, including 
the second greatest rally in 
series history, reversing a 6- 
0 deficit to win game four, 

“It almost felt like we lost 
the World Series because 
we blew that damn thing,” 


said Cox, whose club lost 
another heart-breaker in 
game five when Marquis 
Grissom made an error to 
let the lone scoring runner 
reach base. 

Grissom made only one 
■error in the 162-game regu- 
lar season but has made 
three in the playoffs. 

“It’s up to us older guys to 
keep foe young guys posi- 
tive, help them forget the 
last couple of days," 
Glavine said. “We have had 
our backs to foe wall before- 
and responded well. We 
have to relax.” 

The Braves were relaxed 
Tuesday with a 2-0 edge in 
foe series. 

“After being up 2-0. you 
would have sworn shouldn’t 
have even been playing the 


rest of the series,” Smoltz 
said. 

New York’s Cecil Fielder, 
foe leader for series most 
valuable player honors, cau- 
tions his teammates about 
similar feelings. / 

"Our club is on a high but 
we have to stay in control," 
Fielder said. “We can’t let 
emotion overcome us. It 
took a long time to get this 
opportunity. You don't want 
it to pass you by. You can't 
take anything for granted." 

Fielder is also cautious 
about Maddux, who over- 
powered New York earlier. 

“Each at bat was different. 
Seeing him will help me 
against him next time. You 
have to be aggressive. But 
you can’t be overly aggres- 
sive. 
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CONCORD 


— 

Ahmad Zaki & Yusra—.in 

WHIMS 

(Arabic) 

CONCORD “1" 

UP CLOSE & PERSONAL 

Shows: 3:30, 8:30 

THE SCARLET LETTER 

Shows*. 12:30, 6:15, 10:30 

Shows: 12:30, 3:30, 6:30, 8:30, 10:30 

CONCORD “2” 

NASER 56 


Shows: 3:30, 6:00, 8:15, 10:45 

L_ J 

V 


Amxtioun. Theatre •£ Cinema 
^ TEL: 618274 - 618275 • > 

Today presents Zawad Weld Awad 
theatre group in the play entitled 


Starring comedians: 

Mahmoud Saimeh 
& Hussein Tubishat 

Play starts 8:30 p.m. 


Nabil & Hi’sharc's. Theatre 

V • TEL: 6251 55 

PRESENTS 

THE SATIRICAL COMEDY 


At 8:30 p.m. 

For reservation please call 
625155 - 640155 
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Supersonic car lands 
in Al Jafr today 


By AJeen Bannayan 

Jordan Times Staff Reporter 

AMMAN — The British team bringing 
the world’s fastest car to Jordan arrive in 
Jordan today where they will be attempt- 
ing to break the world's land speed record 
in the upcoming two weeks. 

An Antonov plane will land Thrust SSC 
in Al Jafr at 3:30 p.m. local time to start 
preparations for the historic feat. 

The actual attempt to set a new record 
will be held in the coming ten days after 
a series of trial runs. 

The jet-engine powered Thrust SSC 
will seek to rewrite Richard Noble's own 
record which was set in 1983 and stands 
at 1019.44 kph. British Air Force officer 
Andy Green will be aiming for the record 
books when he attempts to reach the 
speed of 1368 kph before an American 
team tries to do the same at Black Rock 
desert in Nevada. 

The Royal Automobile Club of Jordan 
(RACJ). the Royal Jordanian Air Force 
and the Royal Jordanian Geographic 
Centre, and Royal Jordanian have all 
cooperated to make the event a success. 

RACJ will be timing the attempt on 
behalf of the international automobile 
association FIA. The event will also be 


closely monitored by speed enthusiasts 
world-wide via the Internet, FIA, the 
Mach Club and others. 

Thrust accelerates 48 kph in less than a 
second with twin Rolls Royce Spey jet 
engines which propel the 10 tonne 16 
metre-long vehicle. 

The track at Al Jafr is a. 16 kilometre- 
long stretch of very hard, very flat surface 
which is compacted mud and is expected 
to offer much better grip than sand. 

Castrol have sponsored the research 
and development work for Thrust and 
will be providing lubricants for the Rolls 
Royce engines as well as for their alu- 
minium alloy wheels which will rotate at 
8500 rpm and have a massive heat build 
up. 

Specially designed lubricants will be 
used to maintain the efficiency and peak 
performance of each of the 11,340 kilo- 
gramme thrust of the twin jet engines. 

The Thrust SSC's construction is very 
similar to a supersonic prototype fighter. 
The carbon and aluminium body panels 
will produce an extremely stiff structure 
which will preserve its aerodynamic 
shape while experiencing the high stress 
of supersonic flight just 250 millimetres 
of the ground. 


Sampras to face Agassi in quarters 


STUTTGART t AFP) — 
Compatriots Pete Sampras 
and Andre Agassi will 
come face to face in the 
quarter-finals, after the two 
Americans took straight-set 
wins Thursday lasting less 
than ah hour each. 

World No. 1 Sampras 
defeated Spain's clay-court 
specialist Felix Mantilla 6- 
I, 6-4 while ninth seeded 
Agassi ousted compatriot 
Richey Reneberg 6-4. 6-2. 

The high-profile pair join 
German Australian Open 
winner Boris Becker in the 
quarterfinals. The sixth 
seed battled to a 6-1. 7-5 
victory over I2th-seeded 
Swede Thomas Enqvist 
earlier in the day. 

Sampras leads the career 
series between the two men 
10-8. and has won their last 
encouters — finals at San 
Jose in February and the 
U.S. Open last year. 

Their last six meetings 
have been in tournament 
finals dating to the Aus- 
tralian Open of 1995. 

But Agassi is keen to 
reverse his recent losing 
trend. “It’s the ultimate 
challenge in tennis at the 
moment to play Pete,” he 
said. 

“We’re meeting a little 
earlier than usual, but I 
expect it to be difficult. 

"We played a quarterfinal 

■in.-Enri.sJwo yp.irs ngo. .It- 


can only help me to get out 
and play matches after 
being off for six weeks.” 

Sampras was underplay- 
ing the contest one more 
step on his way towards 
trying to claim the end-of- 
season world No. I stand- 
ing for a fourth straight 
year. 

"Andre returns my serve 
well and puts pressure on 
me. It's a matter tomorrow 
of who comes out sharper. 

“It’s different when you 
have him across the net. 
But we just play the match 
and leave the rivalry on the 
court.” 

In other matches, fifth 
seed Goran Ivanisevic pro- 
duced 13 aces to defeat No. 
11 Todd Martin 6-2. 6-4. 
The Croatian, who won 
four titles over six weeks in 
the spring, will take on 
unseeded Dutch surprise 
packet Jan Siemerink. 

Siemerink. the winner 
this week over Russian 
world no. 4 Yevgeny Kafel- 
nikov in the second round, 
defeated Italian Renzo 
Furlan 6 J, 6-4. 

Wimbledon title-holder 
Richard Krajicek went out 
6-4, 6-1 to Chile’s Marcelo 
Rios, one of six contenders 
chasing three remaining 
qualifying places for the 
ATP Tour championships 
from November 19-24 in 
Hnnnnver. Germany 


- Swede- Magaus-Gustafs- 
"son " glim iHfl ted- A T Rtia lian 
Mark Woodforde 6-7 (3/7), 
6-2, 7-6 (7/4) to bring on a 
match against Becker, who 
leads their series 3-1. 

For his part, Boris Becker 
jockeyed into position for a 
place in next month’s eight- 
man ATP Tour finals when 
he defeated Swede Thomas 
Enqvist 6-4. 7-5 to reach 
the quarter-finals. 

Second-seeded Michael 
Chang nudged his career 
record against former world 
number-one and fellow-- 
American Jim Courier to 1 i 
wins against 10 defeats by 
scoring a 7-5, 6-2 victory in 
the day’s final match. 

Chang, one of the five 
men already qualified for 
the ATP Championship 
Chang, faces Rios for a 
place in the semi-finals. 


Newcastle 
face up to 
life without 
Shearer 


LONDON (AFP) — Pre- 
miership leaders Newcastle 
travel to Leicester on Sat- 
urday. anxious thar the 
absence of the inspirational 
Alan Shearer will not 
prompt a repeat of the 
slump that cost them the 
title two years ago. 

Manager Kevin Keegan 
will be only too aware of 
the parallel with the 
1994/95 season when the 
loss of former Newcastle 
goal machine Andy Cole 
during the autumn with a 
shin injury led to a dramat- 
ic reverse in their fortunes. 

The decline from run- 
away leaders to title race 
also-rans took just over two 
months — the length of 
time England captain 
Shearer is expected to be 
sidelined after undergoing 
surgery to a troublesome 
groin injury Thursday. 

Shearer, with eight club 
goals already this term, has 
enjoyed a flourishing part- 
nership with Les Ferdinand 
since his world record 15 
million pound ($ 24 mil- 
lion 1 ) transfer from Black- 
burn over the summer. 

But Keegan is confident 
his squad has the strength 
in depth — as well as in 
character — to overcome 
the setback of his sudden 
loss. 

“It is obviously a blow 
for us in the championship 
race, but we have to 
believe we’ve got a squad 
deep enough and good 
enough to compensate." 
said Keegan whose side 
destroyed champions Man- 
chester United 5-0 last 
Sunday. 

United manager Alex 
Ferguson meanhile is 
poised to wield the axe 
after the dub’s worst defeat 
for 12 years last weekend. 

They travel to Graham 
Souness' revitalised 
Southampton, who have 
scored seven goals and 
conceded none in back-to- 
back league wins over 
Middlesbrough and Sun- 
derland. 

A one minute's silence 
will be observed at all Pre- 
miership matches this 
weekend in memory of 
Matthew Harding, the 
charsismatic multi-million- 
aire vice-chairman of 
Chelsea,' who was killed in 
a helicopter crash Tuesday 
night. 

Chelsea defender Terry 
Phelan said the players 
would be doing their best 
to secure a victory in Satur- 
day’s home clash" with Tot- 
tenham as a tribute to 
Harding. 
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The bidding 

NORTH EAST SOUTH WEST 
1NT pass 41 Pn» 

Hail Pas* 

1 '(s-viinj; lend' Ton of + 

Trump promotion is n poiont 
uvapon in the defensive nrmorj . 
Often, declarer ha* to submit hclp- 
• r *—-lv Once in a while, however, a 
i’-'uiner ra available. 

Thi, hand highlight* the cllieucy 
«'l transfer bids over an opening no 
trump. Unless East ie inspired to 
lead a low club ugninat four hearts, - 
the game will make with cum*. 1)101 


was oot the case when SouLh 

became declarer. 

West hit the bull's-eye with the 
opening lend of the ten of clubs. 
Dummy's quoen was played and 
East did well to signal enenurnfle- 
ment with the eight rather than 
take the ncv. To counter the loom- 
ing dub mlT. declarer cashed three 
high diamonds, disposing or o dub. 

The queen of hearts was run to 
West's king, the club return wus 
taken by East's jade and the ace of 
clubs was continued. Declarer 
rufTed with the ten. West discarded 
a spade and the nine or trumps was 
promoted to the setting tnck since 
declarer could not avoid losing a 
apnde. 

South's line of play did not go 
quite far enough. After taking :i 
dub discard un the third round uf 
diamonds, declarer ihuuld h.ivy 
continued with u fourth diamond, 
discarding the remaining eluh from 
hand. We.it cun win und return .1 
club, hut declarer ruITs. then 
drawing trumps by leading lou to 
the queen A*- long as declarer 
guesses the spade position, rising 
with the act- if West shills to a Inw 
spade, (he cunt met cun not lie 
defeated. 


Dear JSFA member and guest, 

Under the Patronage of Their Royal Highnesses 
Prince Raad Bin Zeid and Princess Majda Raad 
the Honorary Presidents, and on the occasion of 
Denmark marking the status of Copenhagen as the 
Cultural Capital of Europe in 1996. You are kindly 
requested to join us at the Annual Gaia Dinner which will 
take place on Tuesday October 29th, 1996 at 20:00 hrs at 
the Amman Marriott Hotel. 

Valuable prizes and live entertainment awaits you. We 
count on your support. 

For reservation please call the Association at the Danish 
Consulate. 


Furnished Fiat For Rent 

One bedroom, one sitting and dining room, 
complete kitchen and bathroom, central heating 
and separate telephone. 

Location: Near Aramex 
For further information, please call 
Tel. 680131 


Ghaleb Ladies Hairdresser 

Sweifieh 

Needs employees specialised in manicure 
and waxing. Also coiffeur assistants. 

Tel. 862449 


TOPVISION makes traffic lights more enjoyable 

THE MAIN objective behind the introduction of TOPVISION 
in the local market is to provide a whole new media concept 
with the ability to reach mass public in a cost-effective 
manner to ensure tlu best media mix for all advertisers. 

Unlike traditional media, where the advertising message and 
respective visual is totally static. TOPVISION offers a 
spectacular exposure based on video clips, animation and 
dimensional graphics in a fidl 16.7 million colour production 
that is sharp and visible during daytime as much as it is 
during nighttime, thus continuously attracting the viewer’s 
attention and therefore, maintaining a high Q.T.S. rating. 


Cigar the undisputeft superstar 
of Breeders’ Cup fie 


TORONTO (AFP) — The 
first Breeders’ Cup outside 
the United States has 
attracted a host of stellar 
entries from around the 
world, but none are expect- 
ed to outshine the remark- 
able Cigar. 

The 1995 ‘horse of the 
year’ and Breeders’ Cup 
Classic champion, who 
saw his run of consecutive 
victories halted at 16 in 
August, drew the seventh 
post and was installed as 
the early 4-5 favourite for 
the one and a quarter mile 
$4 million classic, one of 
seven races on the $ 1 1 mil- 
lion programme at Wood- 
bine racetrack Saturday. 

The full classic field of 
14 includes Taiki Blizzard, 
the first horse from Japan 
entered in a Breeders' Cup 
event. 

Dare and Go, who ended 
Cigar’s winning streak in 
the Pacific Classic at Del 
Mar, California, is a 6-1 
choice in the classic cou- 
pled with Articus. 

Jockey Jerry Bailey, will 
be seeking his fifth classic 
win in six years aboard 
Cigar, who could be mak- 
ing the final start of his 
career at the same track 
where Secretariat bowed 
out of racing in 1 973. 

A dozen European entries 
include the favorites for 
both turf races. The Sheikh 
Mohammed-Godolphi n 
entry of Singspiel, Swain, 
Shantou and Wall Street 
are 9-5 for the $2 million, I 
1/2-mile turf, while the 
Godolphin entry of Mark 
of Esteem and Chamwood 
Forest are 8-5 for the $1 
million mile. 

European horses make up 
half of the 14 entries in the 
turf. 

Singspiel won the Cana- 
dian international over this 
course and distance in his 
last start. 


• • • •- 


Sam -Son Farm's Chief Bearhart exercises in an pre-dawn 
track in Toronto. The Canadian-owned Chief Bearhart w 
Cup turf race on October 26 (Reuters photo) 


The horse least-likely to 
challenge them has to be 
New Mexico-based Ricks 
Natural Star, trained by 
-owner William Livingston, 
who goes to the post for the 
turf as the first claimer in 
Breeders' Cup history. 

Canada will be well-rep- 
resented with eight Toron- 
to-based runners. The 
borne team’s best chance 
could be Langfuhr. trained 
by Mike Keogh and a 5-1 
chance in the $1 million, 
six-furlong sprint. 

The juvenile will feature 
11 youngsters going one 
and 1/16 miles, with 
Champagne Stakes winner 
Ordway favoured at 2-1, 
breaking from the sixth 
post with jockey John 
Velazquez. The strong sec- 
ond choice at 5-2 is Over- 
brook Farms’ Boston Har- 
bor, starting from the sec- 


ond post under Bailey. 

The always competitive 
mile is fully subscribed 
with Queen Elizabeth II 
Stakes winner Mark of 
Esteem the horse to beat in 
the field of 14. The North 
American defense is head- 
ed by Da Hoss, a 5- 1 
choice narrowly beaten in 
the Kelso handicap in his 
last start. 

The distaff traditionally 
attracts the smallest Breed- 
ers' Cup field, and just 
seven go to the post over 
one and 1/8 miles this year, 
headed by early 9-5 . 
favourite different Differ- 
ent and Criollito in the 
sprint are the only horses 
supplemented to the 
Breeders' Cup this year. 

A well-matched field of 
13 sprinters are entered in 
the $1 million sprint. Hon- 
our and Glory, who has 


tout at Woodbine race 
ipete in the Breeder’s 

^ first orWond in all 
of his six-furlong 
ra* was the early 3-1 
fa«ite. Close behind 
wa Mthe speedy filly 
CaS pelle at 4-1 and 
Lan«hrat 5-1. 

StM Song and Sharp 
Cal.no finished 1-2 in 
the Ante Stakes, were 
made® top choices in the 
SI mj n Breeders’ Cup 
juveniliilies, which has a 
field oL . 

A cr® of 40.000 is 
expectelThe first race, 
the ju%lc fillies, is 
scheduler 17:50 GMT. 

For thett time, 3 1 .000 
program™ will be print- 
ed in Chile and distrib- 
uted at tel&ion simulcast 
outlets in (iada and New 
York, and tjevent will be 
broadcast irfe countries. 


French Fed Cup women look to Ncah 


PARIS (AFP) — France’s 
top women players want 
Davis Cup supremo Yan- 
nick Noah to take over as 
captain of the women’s Fed 
Cup team as well. 

Mary Pierce and Julie 
Halard-Decugis are spear- 
heading a campaign to 
replace current captain 
Francoise Durr by the 36- 
year-old former French 
Open champion, whose 
inspired leadership led 
France to their first Davis 
Cup triumph in nearly 60 
years in 1991 and who has 
put the men back in the 
final of the men’s team 
event again this year. 

The two players, who 
have recently been nursing 
serious injuries, have taken 
their idea to both Durr and 
to the French federation's 
chief coach Jean-Claude 


Massias. And they claim to 
have the verbal backing of 
France's other Fed Cup 
players Nathalie Tauziat 
and Sandrme Testud after 
contacting them at tourna- 
ments abroad. 

Clearly the French play- 
ers want some of the Noah 
magic to rub off and help 
them wio the trophy that 
has eluded them ever since 
the women’s team competi- 
tion was launched in 1963. 

“Mary and Julie came to 
me and said they thought 
we needed a change of cap- 
tain," admitted Durr, who 
has been in charge of the 
French squad which has 
reached the world group 
semifinals for the last four 
years. 

“I have nothing against 
that Four years can'be a 
long time and change may 


not be a bad thing. 

“But I was surprised they 
wanted Noah as captain. He 
has never appeared to be 
interested in women’s ten- 
nis and I hope I shall be 
able to discuss it with him 
at the French indoor open at 
Bercy next week.” 

Pierce, the 1995 Aus- 
tralian Open champion who 
has a shoulder injury, 
admitted: “Julie and I did 
see Yannick about it. 

“But it’s just an idea — 
and we’d like not to com- 
ment too much on it until 
we’ve had a chance to talk 
it out thoroughly with 
Nathalie (Tauziat) and San- 
drine (Testud) — and that 
won’t be until at least 
December. 

Massias said: “After the 
girls approached me I did 


have a word 
about it and hi 
definitely in) 
there is still a 1< 
“Francoise 
done a marvel 
captain and is v< 


Yannick 
id he was 
ted. But 
o discuss. 
) has 
job as 
close to 


the players. Sheied us to 
the semifinals aain this 
year and with jusn little bit 
of luck we could Veil have 
beaten Spain ax) found 
ourselves in the 
“But we shall Save 
look at dates all pro- 
grammes and see is fea- 
sible for one personto cap- 
tain both teams. Buttime is 
on our side. We havm't got 
to make a rush decision and 
there is plenty of txne to 
discuss the situation 1 ; with 
all concerned. 


FURNISHED APARTMENT IN 
WESTERN SHMEISANI FOR RENT 

220 sq.m., second floor apartment, consisting of three 
bedrooms, two bathrooms, guest room, living room, 
veranda, independent central heating, telephone, maid 
room, spacious kitchen and luxurious furniture. 

Please call Tel.: 665711. 664256 


Super Furnished Villa For Rent | 

4 bedrooms , 2 masters . 2 sofa salons , large kitchen , 
guestroom , panoramic windows , 2 terraces , " 4 cars 
" garage , fully insulated . double glassed . tel & central 
Seating . Come & See Us - Tel ( 677026 ) 


JOB VACANCY 

A language centre is looking for a native 
speaker to work as a part-time teacher. 

If you are interested, please call 

636555 


HPLC Representative 


CAREER OPPORTUNITY 


A Leading Regional Manufacturing Trading 
Group is Looking to recruit 

A MEDICAL LABORATORY REPRESENTATIVE 
Candidate must have: 

1- University degree in Chemistiy or related sciences. 

2- Computer literacy. 

3- Excellent command of English. 

4- At least one year working experience in HPLC ^ 

and related knowledge. ^ 

Send your CV with a recent photograph to : '■ 

P.O.Box 13221 


Amman 11942 Jordan 

Or Fax your CV to 732261 not later than 31-10-96 


Under the Patronage of 
Her Royal Highness 
Princess Sarvath Al Hassan 

the Embassy of Italy and the Ministry of Cuure 
present 

the 1 1th Italian Rim Week in Jordan 
22 - 29 October 1996 

at the Main Theatre of the Royal CulturaCentre 

PROGRAMME 

1) Sostiene Pereira 22/10 J:00 p.m 

(Pereira Holds) 23/10 5:00 p.m. 

Director Roberto Faenza 

2) Regalo di Natale 23/10 8:00 p.m. 

(Christmas Present) 24/1 r 5:00 p.m. 

Director Pupi Avail 

3 ) Romanzo di un giovane povero 24/0 8:00 p.m. 

(The Story of a Poor Young Man) 2510 5:00 p.m. 

Director Ettore Scola 

4) Una storia semplice 23/10 8:00 p.m. 

(A Simple Story) ^7/10 5:00 p.m. 

Director Emidlo Greso 

5) Per grazia ricevuta 27/tO 8:00 p.m. 

(For Favours Received) 28/10 5:00 p.m. 

Director Nino Manfredi 

6) Nemici d'infanzia 28/10 8:00 p.m. 

(Childhood Enemies) • 5:00 p.m. 

Ail films are Italian with subtitle in English. Entrance ticket 
is JD 1 for adults and 500 fils for student- All proceeds will 
go to the Centre for Special' Education of the 
Young Muslim Women's Aaodctet' 011 - 
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Truce in Afghanistan 
looks h/gHy unlikely 


front iif said they tried 
again <§ Thursday night, 
but wtf repulsed. There 
was ndndependent confir- 
matiomf the report. 

MeAhile, in Kabul. 
Talerf soldiers swinging 
whiff and dubs pushed 
ito the city's main 
ie on Friday/ 

!se wbo resisted were 
in with sticks and 
is. 

ithin a half-hour, the 
;-Keshti mosque was 
:ked with about 2,000 
lie. 

ien the mosque was 
the dozen bearded and 
ied Taleban religious 
fn forcers laid their assault 
les before them on the 
ers. armed witfi assau Ilf marble entrance way and 
rifles and 1 ’ rocket Jaunchersjknelt in prayer. 


KABUL /Agencies) — 
Taleban warplanes flew sor- 
ties over the battlefield 
north of ' Kabul on Friday 
and artillery pounded a vil- 
lage held by forces of the 
ousted government 
efforts toward a ceased 
looked less and less lifcty 
to meet success. 

In a valley ringed by 
snow-capped mountains, 
north of the capital. Takban 
troops dug in against troops 
loyal to the ousted govern- 
ment, while southw-'St of 
Kabul the occasional thud 
of exploding artillery 
warned of a possiMe new 
fighting front. 

Two dozen pickup trucks 
crowded with Talehan fight- 


roared -towards Maic 
Shahr. about 30 kilomet 
southwest of Kabul. 

In the distance the thudj 
exploding artillery 
could be heard. 

It was not imraedU 
clear who vvls invnh 
the fighting south we^ 
the citv or vhethen 


posed a serious threa 

it 

The two Sover-er 

»‘ar- 

planes, earlier seen 1 

iwit- 

nesses being loadei 

[with 

1 00- kilogramme j 

mbs. 

flew north at leasj 

alf a 

dozen tiroes on Fri* 



At the same time 
of the militia fi 
village of Kalak 
lease 14 civili 
killed by a Taleb; 
on Thursday. 

Commanders I 
met govemme 
chief Ahmad S 
have been ope 
Kalakan. 25 
north of K 
forces tried to 
Taleban lines 
few days. 

Taleban fig 


lery 
ht the 
iere at 
were 
jraber 


to for- 
military 
Masood 
g out of 
ciiometres 
as their 
ak through 
er die past 


rs near the 


Inside, the sheikh 
declared that "God will 
punish those who do not 
accept the Taleban.” 

Four rifle-toting body- 
guards stood between him 
and the congregation. The 
black-bearded cleric, wear- 
ing a white turban, con- 
demned military leaders 
opposed to the Taleban as 
criminals. 

Since taking control of 
Kabul last month, the 
Taleban religious army has 
imposed its "own strict ver- 
sion of Islam. 

They have banned women 
from the work force, closed 
girls' schools, forced men to 
pray in the mosque, grow 
beards and wear the tradi- 
tional turban or skullcap. 

The Taleban also vow to 
implement its harsh brand 
of Islamic justice, cutting 
off the hands and feet of 
thieves, hanging murderers 
and stoning to death adul- 
terers and flogging most 
other offenders. 

The cleric at Friday’s ser- 
vice said communist 


President Najibullah, who 
was tortured, shot and left 
hanging from a traffic post 
for two days by invading 
Taleban troops was killed 
because "he was a mass 
murderer." 

He said there was no need 
for a trial because "every- 
one knew he was guilty.” 

Earlier on Friday. Taleban 
troops were seen digging in 
along what is referred to as 
the new road to Bagram 
military airport, some 50 
kilometres north of Kabul. 
A second older road also 
leads from the capital to the 
strategic military base. 

Both roads have been the 
scene of heavy fighting 
between the Taleban and 
rival troops. 

There were conflicting 
reports from the frontline 
about who was in control of 
a strategic military airport at 
Bagram. 

Mullah Habidullah. a 
local Taleban commander, 
said the Taleban had pushed 
soldiers loyal to deposed 
Masood out of Bagram, but 
reporters in the area said the 
military base had not 
changed hands. 

They also saw sporadic 
fighting on Thursday, but 
they said it was mostly 
around Hussein Kot, about 
30 kilometres south of 
Baghram towards Kabul. 

As Mr. Habidullah told 
reporters Friday that "there 
is no one in the base (at 
Bagram) now.” the sound of 
exploding artillery shells 
could be heard. 

Mr. Habidullah refused to 
let reporters beyond the 
Taleban check post well 
south of Bagram, which 
made it impossible to cor- 
roborate his claim. 


Carlosfwants 
ban or book 
aboutmim 

PARIS Ifld — Carlos the 
Jacked has caed fora book about 
his alleged Jploits to be banned 
saving it iliatens his right to a 
fair trial, h'mwyer said Friday. 

The boor ‘Carlos — the secret 
networks f international terror- 
ism." ihreJens Carlos' right to be 
pnssumetinnocent until proven 
guilty, sai ihe lawyer. 

Carlosls in a ftuis jail since 
being aristed in 1994. Carlos is 
also detpnding 350.000 francs 
<S70.00f> damages over the 
affiur. 

Venejuelan Carlos — real 
name flitch Ramirez Sanchez — 
was arpted in the Sudanese cap- 
ital Kninoum on Aug. 14, 1994. 

He (vas the world’s most want- 
ed nun. and is charged with six 
blasts in France from 1974- I9S3. 
His bwyer Frederic Pariente says 
the bool, by French journalist 
Bernard Violet, which was pub- 
lished Thursday, includes materi- 
al which will be crucial in coutl 
"The book relates actions 
exactly as they are described in 
variouc legal papers which are 
currently ongoing, in extraordi- 
nary detail.",he said, arguing that 
they "incriminate directly 
Ramirez Sanchez, making him 
•it to be responsible far acts 
rich he has denied." The 
*-yer is taking legal action to 
^ the book withdrawn from 
slx es. or to have an addendum 
a,ta cd stating that Cartas 
deni, ^ ax'usarionSi "which 
■ sce * { ‘build a Carlos myth." 


Hizbollah kills two Israeli 
soldiers in South Lebanon 


MARJAYOUN, Lebanon 
(Agencies) — Two Israeli 
soldiers were killed and 
four wounded in South 
Lebanon when pro-Iranian 
Hizbollah guerrillas set off 
a bomb in their patrol 
overnight. pro-Israeli mili- 
tia sources said on Friday. 

The blast targetted the 
foot patrol in the Jannaq- 
Aishiyyeh area in the cen- 
tral sector of Israel's South 
Lebanon occupation zone 
at about midnight, the 
sources with the South 
Lebanon Army (SLA) mili- 
tia said. 

In retaliation. Israeli and 
SLA gunners opened up 
with artillery fire onto hills 
surrounding the area of the 
attack. 

The casualties brought 
the number of Israeli sol- 
diers killed in Lebanon this 
year to 23. It was the first 
fatal raid against Israeli 
forces in the zone since 
Sept. 1 9 when two soldiers 
were killed and two were 
wounded in a Hizbollah 
ambush. 

In Beirut, Hizbollah 
claimed responsibility for 
the atrack, saying its fight- 
ers set of a bomb in an 
Israeli patrol in the 
Jarmaq-Aishiyyeh area 
shortly before- midnight. 

The group claimed the 
Israeli patrol was 
“attempting an infiltration 


towards the free areas” of 
Lebanon, implying the 
patrol was trying to lay an 
ambush for possible infil- 
tration by Hizbollah gueril- 
las. 

An Israeli army spokes- 
woman said: “A bomb was 
set off against an Israeli 
force on patrol in the east- 
ern sector of the South 
Lebanon security zone. 
Two soldiers were killed 
and four were wounded, 
three severely. Hizbollah 
took responsibility for the 
incident.” 

Hizbollah leads a guer- 
rilla war against some 
1 .000 Israeli forces and the 
3, 000- strong SLA in the 
zone in a bid to oust them 
from South Lebanon. 

Israeli security' forces 
have been on high alert this 
week fearing attacks 
around the first anniversary 
of the assassination of 
Islamic Jihad leader Fathi 
Sbaqaqj, which members 
of the group say Israeli 
secret agents carried out. 

Roadside bombs are a 
common weapon of 
Hizbollah guerrillas in 
their w r ar to drive the forces 
of Israel and its SLA mili- 
tia allies from the occupied 
zone. It was established in 
19S5 to guard against guer- 
rilla raids and rocket 
attacks across the border 
into Israel. 


Divided Israel remembers Rabin 


TEL AVIV (R) ~ Israelis 
marked the anniversary of 
the assassination of Prime 
Minister Yitzhak Rabin on 
Thursday as divided politi- 
cally as they were on the eve 
of the murder. 

‘1 want to ask your for- 
giveness, grandfather. A 
year has passed and nothing 
has changed. It appears 
nothing has changed,” 
Rabin’s grandson Yonaran 
Ben-Artzi said in a speech 
at the official gravesite cere- 
mony in West Jerusalem. 

In Tel Aviv, thousands of 
people streamed to the pub- 
lic square where Rabin was 
shot dead by a right-wing 
Jew at a peace rally a year 
ago. Schoolchildren marked 
the killing in a moment of 
silence. 

The murder took place on 
Nov. 4, 1995, but Israelis 
marked the anniversary 
according to the Jewish cal- 
endar. 

Family and Israeli leaders 
across the political spec- 
trum gathered at the 
gravesite for a state memor- 
ial. Friends and family 
wept 

At the cemetery on West 
Jerusalem’s Mount Herd, 
the widow Leah Rabin 
spoke on a phone moments 
before the ceremony began. 
Israel television said it was 
a call from U.S. President 
Bill Clinton. 

But sparring between left 
and right continued unabat- 
ed over the peace process 
Rabin embodied and the 
fate of Israeli-occupied 
land. 

A procession of religious 
and right-wing cabinet 
members — who took 
office in June on a platform 
opposed to Rabin’s policies 
— laid wreathes on the 
grave but only family mem- 


bers spoke at the ceremony. 

It was in sharp contrast to 
Rabin's funeral last year 
which attracted scores of 
world figures, including 
Arab leaders drawn to the 
man who paid with his life 
for his peace policies. 

“The murder did not suc- 
ceed in creating a common 
experience for all of the 
public. On the contrary, 
each side became more for- 
tified in its position.” wrote 
the newspaper Haarctz in an 
editorial. 

Israel television said on 
Wednesday Israeli Prime 
Minister Benyamin 

Netanyahu and dozens of 
legislators had received 
death threats in recent 
weeks, including opposition 
leader Shimon Peres, who 
shared the Nobel Prize with 
Rabin for their 1993 peace 
deal with the Palestinians. 

Mr. Netanyahu defeated 
Peres in elections last May 
by fewer than 30.000 votes. 

Rabin’s landmark peace 
deals with Palestinian 
leader Yasser Arafat made 
the Israeli leader and former 
war hero a traitor in the eyes 
of some right-wing Jews 
who view the West Bank as 
land promised to the Jews 
by God. 

The idea that a Jew would 
murder the prime minister 
of the Jewish state shocked 
Israelis but a year later left 
and right could not even 
agree on how to commemo- 
rate the assassination. 

Israel’s high court ruled 
on Thursday against a peti- 
tion to make the anniversary 
a national memorial day 
after right-wing legislators 
overruled the initiative in 
parliament that was put for- 
ward by a member of 
Rabin’s Labour Party. 

Some Israelis felt the ini- 



Three Israeli girls mourn over the flower-covered grave of 
assassinated Prime Minister Yitzhak Rabin on Friday 
(Reuters photo) 


tiative was an attempt by the 
left to gain political mileage 
from the assassination. 

Leah Rabin, who accused 
Mr. Netanyahu and other 
right-wing leaders a 'year 
ago of helping create the 
atmosphere of political vio- 
lence that precipitated the 
murder, said the left in 
Israel was always the victim 
and the right the aggressor. 


“No one ever fired from 
left to right. If shots were 
fired, they were fired from 
right to left and this is no 
coincidence she said earli- 
er in the day. 

“There is a certain style, 
which is on the one hand 
.violent and on the other 
hand takes... Violence up to 
a point, up to murder,” she 
said. 


Iraq oil deal could be 
delayed for months 

UNITED NATIONS (R) — Despite the dire effects of sanc- 
tions on (he Iraqi people, implementation of a UN. oil-fbr- 
food plan continues to be delayed, with some envoys saying 
they do not expect the deal to go ahead for months. 

At issue is an arrangement that would allow Iraq to sell $2 
hillion of oil over six months, on a renewable basis, to buy 
food, medicine and other necessities to help offset the impact 
on ordinary Iraqis sanctions imposed after Iraq's invasion of 
Kuwait in August 1990. 

Iraq, in a 14-page memorandum to Secretary-General 
Boutros Ghali on Wednesday, said the sanctions threatened its 
society with a “horrendous disaster that may lead to its col- 
lapse," and accused Washington of attempting genocide. 

Nevertheless. Iraq says foe plan cannot be implemented 
until foe United States approves an oil pricing formula that all 
other Security Council members have endorsed. Iraq has also 
put restrictions cm UN. staff that would help cany out foe plao 
that UN. officials find unacceptable. 

UN. Under-Secretary-General Chinmaya Gbarekban told 
reporters on Wednesday that 'Iraq cannot move ahead with 
implementation” of foe plan unless foe Security Council’s 
Sanctions Committee agrees on oil pricing formulas, which 
serve as foe basis for contracts determining the cost of Iraq’s 
petroleum. 

The last formula was presented to the council’s Sanctions 
Committee in August It was approved by U.S., Norwegian 
and Russian oil experts appointed by foe United Nations but 
blocked by the United States. 

An agreed-on pricing plan would avoid the necessity of indi- 
vidual contracts’ going through the committee and allow foe 
oil experts or overseers to approve them. 

Tbe envoys said Iraqi diplomats, in private conversations, 
had stressed their fear that Washington wanted the ability to 
stop the deal at any point by forcing each contract to go 
through foe full committee, where any one member can 
oppose it 

The commitee, headed by German Ambassador Tono Eitel, 
consists of all Security Council members. 

At foe same time, U.S. officials believe that some Iraqi 
authorities, opposed to the deal from foe start, are looking for 
reasons lo continue postponing it 

Arrangements to launch foe plan were close to completion 
when Iraqi President Saddam Hussein sent troops into tbe 
largely Kurdish-inhabited north of foe country at the end of 
August to back one side in an inter-Kurdish conflict. 

Since then Iraq has told foe United Nations it would decide 
what local staff members would work with the United Nations 
and restrict the movement of UN. personnel in foe north. 


Tension persists 
in Bosnian spots 


SARAJEVO (AFP) — 
Fifty Muslim homes in 
serb-held Bosnia have been 
demolished in a fresh 
bombing campaign target- 
ing abandoned property, a 
North Atlantic Treaty 
Organisation (NATO) 
spokesman said Friday. 

The homes, damaged and 
abandoned during foe war. 
were reduced to rubble by 
rigging up anti-tank mines 
which were detonated in foe 
early hours of Thursday, 
Major Simon Haselock 
spokesman for foe NATO- 
led peace Implementation 
Force (IFOR), said. 

In what Maj. Haselock 
said “appeared to be a tit- 
for-tat” move, 30 uninhabit- 
ed Serb homes were 
torched Thursday near to 
Saoski Most an area con- 
trolled by the mainly 
Muslim authorities in 
northwest Bosnia. Tension 
over foe return of Muslims 
to their former homes in 
Serb controlled areas has 
flared in several spots in 
recent months. 

In what appears to be a 
coordinated campaign to 
preempt such re turns JFOR 
patrols have recorded a 
series of explosions in Serb 
areas earmarked for possi- 
ble Muslim returns. 

Maj. • Haselock con- 
demned foe blasts, foe 
largest single attack yet 
recorded. “Using mines to 
blow up shells of houses 
that people might fix up and 
move into Is clearlv 


designed to keep fear alive 
and intimidate displaced 
people who might have 
wished to return," he said. 

The U.N. refugee agency, 
UNHCR, also expressed 
concern over the destruc- 
tion which occurred four 
kilometres southwest of 
Prijedor, a Serb held town 
in northern Bosnia. 

“We are very worried 
about this incident. It’s 
clearly not a good sign for 
returns,” UNHCR spokes- 
woman Ariane Quantier 
said. 

She added that the agency 
had been organising 
“assessment visits” for 
potential returnees to one of 
foe villages targetted on 
Thursday. "This is a dear 
provocation to do this in 
this village,” she said. ■ 

Maj. Haselock said IFOR 
did. not know who carried 
out foe blasts, or where they 
got the mines from. 
However, he said the com- 
mander of NATO ground 
forces in Bosnia, Lieutenant 
General Michael Walker, 
was to visit the regional 
IFOR command Friday to 
discuss foe issue. 

Signs of further deteriora- 
tion of Muslira-Croat rela- 
tions in southern Bosnia 
were also reported Friday. 
Ms. Quantier said that 
IFOR troops had to evacu- 
ate a group of 35 Muslims 
visiting their former homes 
south of Mostar after they 
were harassed by a mob of 
Croats. 


B»th Palestinians and settlers say they fear massacres in Hebron 


HEBRONr^FP) _ i n fo e 
countdown towards an 
accord on n Israeli army 
pull-out. Hebron's 

Palestinians a backlash 
of violence by w kh settlers 
opposed to the handover of 
foe volatile city I, Arabs. 

In his home cjy a few 
dozen metres av ay from 
Jewish settlement i n foe 
heart of Hebron's Gy City, 
Abu Samir Sharab^ told 
AFP he “expects foe WO rst" 
from his neighbours. 

, “The Jews have told us 
they will make massacres of 
Arabs” in foe case of a rede- 
ployment. he said. ’They 
will never accept a with- 
drawal. It Is impossible for 
us to live together.” 


But he added a warning: 
’They must know that if they 
refuse to Jive peaceably with 
us, an entire army would not 
be able to protect them.” 

Palestinian and Israeli 
negotiators say they are close 
to an accord to implement 
the Hebron pullout after 
three weeks of wrangling 
over Israeli demands that 
security guarantees be 
increased for the 400 Jews 
living amid the city’s 
120,000 Palestinians. 

As talks inch forward 
Jewish protests in Hebron 
have mounted against foe 
army redeployment, as set- 
tiers face for the first time foe 
prospect of Palestinian con- 
trol of foe city and, they say. 


of Palestinian guns pointed 
at them. 

“We think this is terrible, 
it’s unbelievable. This is dan- 
gerous for the Jews," Ronen 
Cohen, an employee in foe 
Jewish settlement, said. ‘The 
Palestinians have said they 
will use their guns against 
Jews if anything happens. So 
why are we being stupid and 
giving them guns?” 

“We are not an army, but 
every settler has a gun to 
protect himself. If a Jew is in 
danger he will protect him- 
self” Mr, Cohen said. 

Under foe 1995 Oslo self- 
rule accords, Israeli soldiers 
were to withdraw last March 
from 80 per cent of the city, 
where Palestinian police 


would then take care of secu- 
rity. 

The Israeli army would 
maintain a force to protect 
Jewish settlers, but 
Palestinians would gain 
municipal control of foe 
entire city. 

Israeli demands for 
changes in foe pull-out have 
focused on buffer zones 
around the settlements, the 
right of “hot pursuit” in foe 
Palestinian zone and limita- 
tions on Palestinian building 
near the settlement to word 
off possible sniper attacks on 
Jews. 

Now after a series of inci- 
dents last week in Hebron, 
even Israeli security officials 
have raised foe spectre of 


violence by right-wing Jews 
against the pullout 
“They have foe guns, not 
us. It is us who need protec- 
tion,” said Aziz Amer, who 
has been appointed by 
Palestine President Yasser 
Arafat to become Hebron's 
governor after the handover, 
Mr. Amer said sertiers 
“have been acting over foe 
past two weeks to raise ten- 
sions in foe city. They are 
afraid, they want to do any- 
thing they can to prevent a 
redeployment.” 

“We have been seeing 
increased harassment of 
Palestinians by foe settlers, 
who throw stones at our 
houses and even attack our 
children hoping to provoke 


an Arab response which will 
bring in the soldiers,” Mr. 
Amer said. 

Palestinians said the set- 
tiers distributed leaflets earli- 
er in the week with explicit 
threats of a “massacre of foe 
Arabs” 

Settlers attempted on 
Wednesday to seize two 
Palestinian shops near foe 
settlement which have been 
closed for several months by 
Israeli authorities, bit they 
were repelled by soldiers. 

On Tuesday, a right-wing 
Jew from Jerusalem hurled a 
cup of hot tea in the face of 
Labour Deputy Yael Dayan 
as she met Palestinians in the 
city. She afterwards reported 


receiving death threats over 
the phone. 

MR. Netanyahu and his 
Defence Minister Yitzhak 
Mordechai, as well as oppo- 
sition Labour leader Shimon 
Peres and left-wing Deputy 
Yossi Sarid, are under threat 
of attacks linked to the 
Hebron issue, Israeli radio 
.said. 

Earlier in the week 120 
rabbis signed a petition 
describing an Israeli pullout 
from Hebron as “treason”, a 
move that reminded many 
Israelis of protests against 
Labour Prime Minister 
Yitzhak Rabin just before his 
assassination a year ago by a 
Jewish radical opposed to his 
peace polices. 



Miss Canada 
charged with assault 

ST. JOHN’S. Newfoudland 
(R) — The reigning Miss 
Canada, chosen for beauty 
and brains, has been 
charged with using her 
brawn on a woman in a bar 
room brawl Danielle 
House will appear in cour; 
on assault charges for 
allegedly punching a 
woman in a Newfoundland 
University bar last week. 
Ms. House, age 20, was 
charged by police with 
assault causing bodily 
harm after a 20- year-old 
woman complained. The 
woman, whose identity has 
not been released, suffered 
facial injuries and a - 
chipped tooth during foe 
attack. House, a New- 
foundland native, won foe 
Miss Canada title earlier 
this year and was sched- 
uled to attend the Miss 
World International 

pageant in Jamaica on Nov. 

15. Pageant officials said 
they had no intention of 
stripping Ms. House of her 
crown and do expect her to 
compete in the internation- 
al competition. 

Primary colours 
author Joe Klein 
gets new job 

NEW YORK (R) — Pssssl 
Don’t tell anyone, but 
anonymous has got a new 
job. Joe Klein, the political 
columnist who was 
unmasked as 

“Anonymous,” the author 
of foe best-selling novel 
“Primary Colours,** will 
leave Newsweek magazine 
and join the New Yorker in 
December to write that 
magazine’s Letter From 
Washington. The New 
Yorker said Thursday that 
Mr. Klein will replace 
Michael Kelly who is leav- 
ing to become editor of foe 
New Republic. 

Astronaut Lucid 
says life now back to 
normal 

HOUSTON IR) — 
Astronaut Shannon Lucid 
said foe effects of her £ 
record-breaking stay in 
space were all but gone and 
she was savouring some 
aspects of daily life while 
settling back into chores 
such as cleaning and cook- 
ing. A month after her Sept. 

26 return from 188 days 
aboard foe Russian space 
station Mir, Lucid said she 
had new appreciation for 
such mundane things as 
being able to run out to buy 
a new book or pick up fresh 
fruit at foe grocery store. 
“There were a few times 
tin space) when it really hit 
you that you were isolat- 
ed,” she told a news confer- 
ence. Now, she said “I’m 
living just like I have 
always lived. I come to 
work during foe day ... then 
I’m going home and cook- 
ing supper and trying to get 
foe house back in shape.” 


Astrologer released 
from prison in 
Venezuela 

CARACAS (R) — A 
astrologer detained for pn 
dieting foe demise < 
Venezuelan Presidei 
Rafael Caldera 
released and said his fon 
cast had not been politica 
ly motivated. “It seems th, 
among the taboo subjects 
foe health or mortality < 
the president,” Jos 

Bernardo Gomez said afti 
his release. Intent 

Minister Jose Guillem 
Andueza said Wednesd 
foe secret police wei 
investigating the “politic; 
implications” of ft 
astrologer’s predictio; 
“It's a purely astrolabe 
prediction: He iCalden 
has Pluto ascendin] 

Uranus on top of foe su 
Mars reversing over h 

birth moon and an eclipj 
over foe planet Quiron 
Mr. Gomez said afti 
spending two days 
prison. 


‘‘v 



